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Accepting the outwardly Islam and not

looking into possibilities and assumptions



Introduction
In the Name of Allah the most Merciful the most Beneficent.

As it is well-known for those who have read the text’s shared by Al-Aqeedah, then in the
book shared with the name “This is our religion” and the articles about Al-Islam Al-Hukmi
(An-Nas, Ad-Dalaalah and At-Tab’iyyah) the opinion of not accepting the saying of La ilaha
illa Allah, the prayer or other outwardly signs of Islam as evidence for giving a person the
judgment of Islam outwardly in dunya — and that is applying the judgments for a Muslim
upon him, such as inheriting from him, marriage, praying behind him etc. — has been
described as an acceptable opinion based upon quotes by the scholars. From the conclusions

given at the end of the articles the following quotes can be found:

“Therefor saying ‘La ilaha illa Allah’ or ‘I am a Muslim’ can never be taken as an evidence

for Islam due to the high likelihood and possibility that they intend that the religion

which they are upon now — which includes major shirk — is Islam.”
And:

“The second thing which can be concluded is that whenever something is common
between the Muslims and the kuffar — and there through this common feature between
the two parties arises a doubt if the person performing it is a Muslim or a kafir — then it
is a valid opinion no longer to accept this appearance or act of worship as a sign of Islam

since it is no longer something which is specific for the Muslim muwahhid.”

And many other things that points to the fact, that the one giving the hukm of Islam to
another person, must be convinced that the person has the right ‘agidah before giving the

hukm of Islam.

But after nasiha from well-wishing brothers and a further look into the subject, I found that
the conclusions that has been made contradicts the clear evidences from the Quran, the

Sunnah and the understanding of the salaf.

There is no doubt that the person who has shown shirk or kufr, either in speech or in deeds,
such as him invoking others than Allah, voting in democratic elections, claiming the mushrik
is excused in ignorance and therefor he is still a Muslim until the hujjah has been established,
or other things that are from nawdgid al-Islam, then he is kafir. Regarding this person, then
there is no problem that if he should come to us claiming Islam, that we demand from him
that he comes into Islam by rejecting the kufr he previously has been on. But as for the one
whom we don’t know any kufr or shirk from, then the Shar” (Islamic Law) has obliged us to

judge him solely upon the apparent which he shows without looking at his inner reality.



By deviating from this principle I have fallen into “at-takfir bil-‘umiim” (making general
takfir) which is a bid’ah in Islam. Furthermore a condition which is not in the book of Allah,
nor in the Sunnah of His Messenger (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) has been invented when
giving the hukm of Islam to a person. And that is that the unknown person who claims to be

a Muslim must bring proof for the reality of his claim before it is accepted.

Since I am the one who has published these text, I am also the one who is responsible for
admitting my mistake, publicly disassociating myself from it and taking back whatever I
have said of mistakes (since the mistake has been public), and then describing the truth

solely based upon the Quran and Sunnah and the understanding of the salaf.

But before doing that I would like to point out the mistakes that I have recognized that I
have made in this process in order for the attentive heart to take heed whether or not he has
fallen into the same mistakes with regards to finding the truth in a masalah which is

presented to him.

The first mistake is, that I adopted the described belief regarding al-Islam al-hukmi without
paying attention to the madhhab of the salaf in this issue. Rather all argumentation must be
based upon the Quran, the Sunnah and the understanding of the salaf. The salaf are the safe
return when it comes to the correct understanding of the religion and the evidences. Al-

Awza’'1l — rahimahullah — said:
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“And have patience upon the Sunnah. And stop where the people stopped. And say what they said,
and withhold from what they withheld from. And walk upon the path of your righteous salaf. Because

what was enough for them is verily (also) enough for you.”
(Hilah Al-Awliya — Hadith number 8257)

I furthermore studied the books of the people of bida” when looking into the issue. The book
“This is our religion” — which is the first book which I read that argued for this opinion —is
written by “Abdul-Hakam Al-Qahtani who claims that whoever does not declare takfir upon
all the populations of today he is kafir in aslud-din, which is clear extremism and a huge
mistake. So this is the result of studying the book of the people of bida’; that their dirt
inevitable will hit you in one way or the other, when you look in their books or listen to
their speech. May Allah have mercy upon the salaf who warned us against this. “Abdullah

ibn Imam Ahmad — rahimahumullah — narrated in his “Sunnah”:
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“And Ibn Tawiis said to one of his sons while a man from the people of bida’ was speaking: ‘O my
son. Put your two fingers in your ears so you cannot hear what he is saying.” Then he said: ‘Squeeze,

squeeze.””

The second mistake is, that first I believed and then I investigated, instead of investigating

tirst and then believing. There is no doubt that the one who puts his mind on a certain belief
and then looks for evidences and arguments to back up his beliefs will be blinded and
limited in his search. While the one who investigates and then believes will be open-minded
and studying the issue without any restrictions or preferences and his heart will set upon
what it finds closest to the truth.

And there in my blindness I misinterpreted the texts, and when reading the quotes of the

scholars who would say:
If he is from the Jews, then he has to...
And if he is from the Christian, then he has to...
And if he is from the ones who rejects this and this, then he has to...
If the kafir prays in dar al-harb then...

I would not recognize that all these quotes are regarding a person whose religious situation
is known, while we are speaking about the unknown person. Of course the one who publicly
says: ‘I believe democracy is allowed and a way for the Muslims today to have a voice in society’,
while he says La ilaha illa Allah and prays and claims to be a Muslim, then naturally there is
an argument for demanding that he disassociates himself from his previous beliefs, before
judging him as a Muslim. But when no shirk and no kufr has been seen or heard from a

person, then the situation is different.

The third mistake is, that I did not establish the clear border between Al-Islam al-hukmi (the
outwardly judgement of Islam in dunya) and Al-Islam al-haqiqi (the reality of Islam which

saves a person from hell-fire in the akhirah). Because verily — as it will be made clear in this
text — have the evidences made a clear border and difference between Islam al-hukmi and
Islam al-hagqigqi. Islam al-hukmi is that which makes a person’s blood and wealth forbidden in
dunya, and the rest of the outwardly judgements of a Muslim is applied upon him while he
in fact may be a munafiq which will be in the lowest pit of hell-fire. Islam al-hagigi on the other
hand, is the reality of Tawhid which only Allah knows regarding a person. Does he have
ikhlas (sincerity) in his saying of La ilaha illa Alldh, does he have sidg (truthfulness), ‘ilm
(knowledge), gabiil (acceptance), ingiyad (submission), mahabbah (love) and yagin (full



certainty). We can never know for sure because these are internal deeds of a person. So when
we say: ‘Did he understand Tawhid?’ or ‘Does he know the meaning of La ilaha illa Allah?” or ‘Did
he reject taghiit” or ‘Is he sincere in his Tawhid?’, or ‘He only said it because his friends did’, then
we are searching to see what is in his heart and his inner self, while all these issues are from

the reality of Islam and has nothing to do with Islam al-hukmi.

The only way to declare with certainty that a person did not understand Tawhid or that he
is not acting upon it or that he has only said the shahadah without fulfilling its meaning is if
he shows from himself a nagid (nullifier) which breaks his testimony of La ilaha illa Allah,

such as:

- If he publicly commits the major shirk.

- If he refuses to declare takfir upon a person who commits major shirk, whether the
person is theoretical or an actual person. Excusing the mushrik in ignorance by
claiming he is a Muslim until the argument is establishes upon him falls under this
point.

- If he defends or agues for the validity of the way of those who commits major shirk.
Such as saying choosing the way of democracy to achieve Shari’ah is acceptable.

- If he criticizes the people of Tawhid for their takfir upon the mushrikin and claims
this is from the extremism.

- If he defends or argues for any taghiit in his tughyan (transgression).

And other things that outwardly shows that his uttering of La ilaha illa Allah is without “ilm,
yaqin, sidq, qabiil, inqgiyad, ikhlas and mahabbah.

But until he shows this from himself, then declaring takfir upon the one who says La ilaha
illa Allah Muhammadu RasulAllah and performs the outwardly rituals of Islam, is merely
based upon possibilities and assumptions which is strictly forbidden in this issue as it will

become clear in the rest of this text.

I ask Allah to accept my retraction, to remove the burden of what I previously has said from
me and to guide me to what He is pleased with and what He loves. Because verily Allah
knows while we do not know, and Allah legislate while we do not legislate and Allah is the

Forgiver of all sins. Allahumma amin.

Abt Hajar



Chapter: The difference between Al-Islam al-hukmi and Al-Islam al-haqiqi
Allah The Exalted said:
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"The Bedouins said: 'We have believed.’ Say (to them O Muhammad): 'You have not
believed, but instead say: We have submitted ouselves (to Islam).’ Because the belief has
not yet entered your hearts.” (Al-Hujurat 49:14)

Ibn Kathir — rahimahullah — says in his tafsir of the verse:
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”Allah — the Exalted — says while rejecting the Bedouins who in the beginning of them entering into
Islam then claimed the level of iman for themselves, but the iman was not established in their hearts
yet. "The Bedouins said: "We have believed.” Say (to them O Muhammad): 'You have not
believed, but instead say: We have submitted ourselves (to Islam).” Because the belief has
not yet entered your hearts.” And verily can it be benefitted from this Noble Verse: that iman is
more specific than Islam, just as it is in the madhhab of Ahlu-Sunnah wal-Jama’ah. And the hadith
of Jibril (alayhi as-salam) proves this, when he asked about Islam, then about iman and then about
ihsan. So he went from the general to that which is more specific, and then to that which is (even)

more specific than that.
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Imam Ahmad said: "Abdur-Razzaq narrated to us (and said): Ma'mar informed us, from Az-Zuhri,

from "Amir ibn Sa’d ibn Abii Waqqas, from his father who said: "The Messenger of Allah
(sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) gave (some ghanimah) to some men while he didn’t give



anything to one man among them. So Sa’d said: ‘O Messenger of Allah. You gave this and
this person, but you did not give this person anything, and he is a Mumin (believer).” So the
Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) said: ‘Or (he is) a Muslim?’ Until Sa’d repeated it
three times, and the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) would say: ‘Or (he is) a
Muslim?” Then the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) said: ‘I verily give some men
while I leave those who are more beloved to me among them and I don’t give them anything,
out of fear that they will be thrown on their faces in the fire.”” They (i.e. Al-Bukhari and
Muslim) narrated it in the two Sahih, from the hadith of Az-Zuhri.

So the Prophet (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam) made a difference between the Muslim and the Mumin.

So this proves that Iman is more specific than Islam.”
(Tafsir Ibn Kathir — Surah Al-Hujurat)
"Ubayd-Allah ibn “Ad1 ibn Al-Khiyar narrated:
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“"While the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) was sitting amongst his
companions a man came to him and informed him about a secret. And it was not known
what he said to him in secret until the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam)
spoke out loud, and he (i.e. the man) was asking for permission to kill a man from the
hypocrites. So the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) said when he spoke
out loud: ‘Does he not bear witness to La ilaha illa Allah and that Muhammmad is Allahs
Messenger?” So the man said: ‘Yes, but he has no shahadah (i.e. it is not valid).” He said:
‘Does he not pray?’ He said: “Yes, but he has no prayer (i.e. it is not valid).” So the Messenger

of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) said: ‘These are the ones whom Allah has prohibited

me from.””

(Malik’s Mutawatta, Musnad Imam Ahmad)

Ibn “Abd Al-Barr — rahimahullah — said in his explanation of this hadith:
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”And in the saying of the Messenger of Allah (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam): “These are the ones whom
Allah has prohibited me from.” There is an answer to those who say to him: ‘Yes but he has no prayer’
(and) "Yes, but he has no shahadah’, because the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam)
verily established both the shahadah and the prayer for him. Then he informed that Allah — ‘azza wa

jalla — prohibited him from killing those who are with this description, and that he is not responsible

for more than him acknowledging (the religion) outwardly and prayer outwardly, and (then) his
account is with Allah. Then if he is truthful in his heart, and he seeks the Face of Allah then he will

enter paradise. And whoever betrays with these two things then he is a munafiq in the lowest dark

pit in the fire. And it is not allowed to kill him while he is expressing the shahadah.”

(Al-Istidhkar Al-Jami” Li Madhahib Fugaha Al-Amsar)

Sufyan Ath-Thawri — rahimahullah — said:
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“The people are Muslims, believers in their judgments, their inheritance, the prayer upon them and

the prayer behind them. The living are not held accountable and the dead are not judged. So we hear

about the severe, then we fear it. And we hear about the softness, then we wish for it. And we leave
the knowledge about what we do not know to Allah the Blessed and Exalted.”

(Al-Ibanah Al-Kubra by Ibn Battah 2/872)

Al-Fudayl ibn ‘Iyyad — rahimahullah — said:
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“I heard Sufyan Ath-Thawri say: "Whoever prays towards this qiblah then for us he is a believer. And

the people for us are believers through acknowledgement (of faith), inheritance, marriage,

punishments, slaughtering and sacrifices. And they have sins and mistakes. Allah is their Reckoner,

if He wants He punishes them and if He wants He forgives them. And we do not know what they are
(i.e. in hukm) for Allah.””

(As-Sunnah by ‘Abdullah ibn Imam Ahmad)

Abu Al-Qasim Al-Lalakal — rahimahullah — said:
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“Al-Hasan ibn ‘Uthman narrated to us from Ahmad: From Bishr ibn Miisa who said: Mu’awiyah
narrated to us and said: Abui Ishaq narrated to us and said: I asked Al-Awza’t and said: ‘Do you see
that a man should bear witness for himself that he is a Mumin (believer)?’ He said: “And who says
this?” I said: “Then how should he say?” He said: ‘He should say I wish (to be a believer). Instead they
are Muslims with whom it is permissible to marry and eat their slaughter, and the punishments are
applied upon them, and they with us are Muslims by name, but we do not know what Allah will do

with them, and I do not testify for anyone after the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam)
with salvation (from the fire).”

(Sharh Usul Al-I'tiqad Ahl As-Sunnah Wa Al-Jama’ah 5/1054)

Ibn Taymiyyah — rahimahullah — said:
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”(By) accepting the outwardly Islam the outwardly judgments of Islam are applied upon the person
such as the protection of the blood, then wealth, marriage, inheritance and similar to this. And
regarding this then the mere outwardly acknowledgment is enough even if it is not known what is in
the inner of a person (i.e. his real beliefs). Just like he (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam) said: ‘“Then if
they say it, then they have protected their blood and wealth from me, except by its right.
And their account is with Allah.” And he said: ‘I have verily not been ordered to pierce open

the hearts of people, nor that I split open their bellies.’



And due to this the kafir is fought until he becomes a Muslim or he pays the jizyah. So he is forced to
do one of the two things. And whoever said: ‘The jizyah is not taken from an idol-worshipper.” He
said: ‘He is fought until he becomes a Muslim.” But regarding the inner iman which saves a person
from the punishment of Allah in the akhirah, then there mere outwardly acknowledgement is not
enough. Rather a man may be a munafiq while showing Islam outwardly. And verily in the time of
the Messenger (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam) there were munafiqun. And verily did Allah mentioned
them more than one place in the Quran, and He — the Praised — distinguished between believers and

the munafigiin more than one place.”

(Dar At-Ta’arud Al-“Aql wa An-Naql 7/434-435)
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Chapter: People are solely judged based upon the dhahir (apparent/outwardly)
The Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) said:
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“I have been ordered to fight the people until they say La ilaha illa Allah. So if they say it
then they have protected their blood and wealth from me, except by its right, and their
account is with Allah.”

(Sahih Al-Bukhari, Sahth Muslim and others)

And in another version:
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“I have ordered to fight the people until they testify to La ilaha illa Allah and that

Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, and they establish the prayer and they pay the zakat.

Then if they do this then have protected their blood and wealth from me, except by the right
of Islam, and their account is with Allah the Exalted.”

Ibn Rajab — rahimahullah — said in in the explanation of this hadith:
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" And what is known by necessity is, that the Provhet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) used to accept

from everyone who came to him who wanted to enter into Islam, only the two testimonies. And by

that he would protect his blood and consider him as a Muslim. Because he verily rejected for Usamah
bin Zayd that he killed the one who said: La ilaha illa Allah, when he lifted the sword against him.

And he was severe in his rejection towards him.”

(Jami” Al-'Ulum wa Al-Hikam 1/228)

And he — rahimahullah — also said:
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“And that which we have established shows the gathering of the words of the ahadith on this subject,
and it clarifies that they are all truth. Because verily the two testimonies alone protects the one who
comes with them and he becomes a Muslim by that. So when he enters Islam, then if he prays and
pays the zakat and establishes the rituals of Islam, then he will have what the Muslims have (of rights),
and upon him is what is upon them (of obligations). Then if he leaves out any of these pillars (then he
is killed), and if they have a jama’ah who refuses, then they are fought.”

(Jami” Al-Ulum wa Al-Hikam 1/230)
And he — rahimahullah — also said:
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“And in Sahth Muslim, from Abii Hurayrah (radiAlldhu “anhu) that the Prophet (sall Allahu alayhi
wa sallam) called “Ali on the day of Khaybar, then he gave him the flag and said to him: ‘Go, and do
not turn until Allah will give you victory.” So “Ali went a bit then he stopped and said with a loud
voice: ‘O Messenger of Allah. Upon what should I fight the people?” So he said: ‘Fight them in order
for them to bear witness to La ilaha illa Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah. Then
if they do that then they have protected their blood and wealth from you, except by its right, and their
account is with Allah.” So he made the mere answer towards the two testimonies (i.e. testifying to

them) a protection of the lives and wealth except by its right. And from its right is the refusal of the
prayer and the zakat after entering into Islam, just as the Sahabah (radiAllahu ‘anhum) understood.”

(Jami” Al-"Ulum wa Al-Hikam 1/230)
And the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) said:
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“Whoever prays our prayer, faces our qiblah and eats from what we have slaughtered, then
this is the Muslim who has the protection of Allah and the protection of His Messenger. So
do not betray Allah in His protection (by violating it).”

(Sahih Al-Bukhari)

And in the explanation of the hadith it is mentioned:
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“And in it (i.e. the hadith) there is that the affairs of the people are attributed to the outwardly. So
whoever shows the signs of the religion, then the judgments of its people are applied upon him, as

long as he does not show what contradicts this.”
(Fath Al-Bari Sharh Sahih Al-Bukhari)

"Umar ibn Al-Khattab — radiAllahu ‘anhu — said:
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"Verily the people were judged according to the revelation in the time of the Messenger of Allah
(sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam), and verily has the revelation stopped. And verily do we (now) judge
you now from what appears to us from your deeds. So whoever shows us good we consider
trustworthy and we bring him close and as for his inner self then we have nothing to do with that,
Allah will hold him accountable for his inner self. And whoever shows us evilness then we don’t trust

him, and we don’t believe him even if he says that his inner self is good.”
(Sahih Al-Bukhari)

Abtu Ishaq Al-Fazari, a companion of Al-Awza’1l — rahimahumullah — narrates that Ibn Abu
Unaysah said:
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"I asked Hammad regarding the minors and the adults who are taken as captives by the Muslims,
should any of them be sold to the people of dhimmah'? He said: ‘Regarding the minors, then no. But
as for the adult, then if he refuses to become a Muslim, then there is nothing wrong with that (i.e.
selling him).” And I asked Hisham regarding this, so he said: ‘Regarding the minor, then no. But as
for the adult, then if he refuses to become a Muslim, then there is nothing wrong with that.” And I
asked Al-Awza’i regarding those who are taken as prisoners from the Romans and the Sagalibah?,
whether they are minors or adults. So he said: “"Whoever of them are taken as captives of the Romans
of minors then do not sell him to the people of dhimmah. And whoever is taken of their slaves who is
an adult, and you know that if you ordered him to become a Muslim then he will do that, then order
him to (accept) Islam. And do not sell him to them. And whoever is taken from their slaves who is an
adult, and he will not accept Islam if you ordered him, then it is not necessary for you to call him to
Islam. And sell him to them if you want. And whoever is taken from the Saqabilah, or Al-Habash
(Ethiopians) or the Turks, or from the people of other religions, or other than these from those who
have a religion which he does not know, and he does not know to speak properly, then verily his
religion is that which you invite him towards you, then if he accepts then he is Muslim. Then if you
own him, then do not sell him to them. And whoever is taken from the adults then invite him towards
Islam and teach him, then if he refuses you can sell him to them. And his Islam is that he says: La
ilaha illa Allah.” I said: “What if he says it with his tongue and he doesn’t know this in his heart?” He

said: ‘If he says it then he is Muslim, then you can teach him afterwards.”
(As-Sayr by Abu Ishaq Al-Fazar)

Ash-Shafi'1t — rahimahullah — said in “Al-Umm” when speaking about the sincerity of a
tawbah:
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“That is nothing except from that which only Allah — “azza wa jalla — knows. And that the judgment

of Allah — the Exalted — in dunya is accepting the dhahir (apparent) of the people and that He took

responsibility for their inner selves. And He did not allow for a sent prophet nor for anyone else from

the creation that they should judge except according to the apparent, and He besides them took the

1 Non-Muslims who are under the protection of the Muslims.
2 A generation of people who used to live west of Bulgaria and now they have spread to many parts of eastern
Europe. Now they are called Slavic people.
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responsibility for the inner selves due to Him being the only One who has knowledge about that. And
like this is the argument against those who has this opinion (i.e. does not accept the apparent tawbah
or doubts regarding its correctness). And Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — informed about a people from the

Bedouins when He said:
Sl s b e g el s L E o T Ll

"The beduins said: 'We have believed.’ Say (to them O Muhammad): 'You have not
believed, but instead say: We have submitted ourselves (to Islam).” Because the belief
has not yet entered your hearts.” (Al-Hujurat 49:14)

So Allah informed that the iman had not yet entered into their hearts, but they showed it outwardly
and by that He withheld their blood (from being spilled). Mujahid said regarding His words: “We
have submitted ourselves’. He said: ‘We have submitted ourselves out of fear of being killed and

taken as captives’.
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(Ash-Shafi’i said) And Allah — uplifted is His praise — informed about the munafiqiin in many verses

in His Book, that they would should iman outwardly and hide shirk in their inner selves. And He

informed that He through His knowledge regarding them recompensed them with the lowest pit of
the fire. So he said:
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“Verily the hypocrites will be in the lowest depth of the fire, and you will never find a
helper for them.” (An-Nisa 4:145)

So he informed that their judgment in the akhirah is the fire due to His knowledge regarding their
inner selves, and that His judgment upon them in dunya if they outwardly show iman then it is a

cover for them. And He informed regarding a group other than them, when he said:
Bope V1 Aglis Bl BA25 U “prs tsols (3 pdlls Opmlid)) Jos 33

“And when the hypocrites and those in whose hearts is a disease said: ‘Allah and His
Messenger promised us nothing but delusions.” (Al-Ahzab 33:12)
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And this is a narration about them and about a group with them, along with what is narrated with
this regarding the kufr of the munafiqiin, and what was narrated about that the iman had not entered
the hearts of those Bedouins whom it was narrated about, and (also about) everyone whose blood was
withheld (from being spilled) in dunya due to what he showed outwardly, along with what He —
uplifted is His praise — knows of contradictions of their shirk. Because He clarified that He did not

make anyone but Himself responsible for the judgment upon the inner selves, and that He verily made

His Prophet responsible for judging based upon the dhahir (apparent), and the Prophet (sall Allahu

alayhi wa sallam) lived with them, he didn't kill any of them, he didn’t imprison them, he didn’t
punish them and he did not prevent them from their portion of Islam when it came to fighting, nor
(for them to) marry the believers or inherit from them, or praying upon their dead and all of the
judgements in Islam. (All of this) while these people are from the munafiqin and those in whose
hearts is disease and the Bedouins who did not adopt a religion which is shown outwardly, rather

they showed Islam while they hide shirk and ta’til. Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — said.:
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“They can hide from the people, but they cannot hide from Allah, for He is with them,
when they plot by night in words that He does not approve.” (An-Nisa 4:108)
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So if someone would say: Those whom you have mentioned who did not show shirk which was heard
from him by a person and verily did Allah inform about their inner selves, then (on the other hand)
shirk was verily heard from several of them and it was testified to in front of the Prophet (sall Allahu
alayhi wa sallam). Then some of them rejected (ever to having committed shirk) and testified the
testimony of haqq and so the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) left him alone due to
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what he showed outwardly, and he did not demand from him that he should acknowledge (that he had
committed shirk). And some of them acknowledged what was testified to against him and said: ‘I have
repented to Allah’, and he testified the testimony of haqq, so the Messenger of Allah (sall Allahu alayhi

wa sallam) left him due what he showed outwardly.”

(Al-Umm 6/178-179)

And he — rahimahullah — also said:

Wiz V) iy Aoty 2o siien 6 136 0 W) ) Y Lk B ot 3 ol } s el o @0 25 6

1 Jo & 3yt 065 & e oadh g tBleas ol ekl adfus o Ol o 14e BB { & e ey

sle o ko g 00 0B 0 g s B0 ) 1 g 18 T3 i I ges B 0 8y ) ol
{55 4 o

“And the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) said: ‘I have been ordered to fight the
people until they say La ilaha illa Allah. So if they say it then they have protected their
blood and wealth from me, except by its right, and their account is with Allah.” So he
informed that their judgments outwardly is that their blood is prohibited due to showing iman
outwardly and their account in what is unseen is upon Allah. The Messenger of Allah (sall Allahu
alayhi wa sallam) said: ‘“Verily Allah —‘azza wa jalla — took the responsibility for you of the
secrets and He drove that away from you with clear proofs. So repent to Allah and cover
yourselves with the cover of Allah. Because verily whoever from whom we see his pages

(i.e. his hidden deeds) then we will establish the Book of Allah —‘azza wa jalla — upon him.’
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And he (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) said: ‘“Verily I am a human just like you. And verily do
you bring your disputes to me. Then maybe some of you are better in argumentation than
others and so I judge in favor of him based upon what I hear from him. So whoever I judge
for him some of the rights of his brother then he should verily not take it, because verily am
I cutting out for him a piece of the fire.” So he informed that his judgment all of it is based upon
the apparent and that whatever Allah has forbidden then this is not allowed, and that the judgment
of Allah is upon the inwardly because Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — has taken responsibility for the

inwardly. And ‘Umar ibn Al-Khattab said to a man who showed Islam outwardly while he used to
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know the opposite of that from him: ‘I verily consider you (to show Islam only) to protect yourself.’
So he said: ‘Regarding Islam then what is it that protects me?’ So he said: Yes. Verily in Islam there

1

is what protects for whoever seeks protection by it.
(Al-Umm 6/180)

And he — rahimahullah — also said:
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“And He clarified upon his (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) tongue, the same as what He revealed in
His Book regarding the fact that the one who outwardly utters the words of iman then this is a
protection from being killed. No matter if the one who testifies to iman after kufr acknowledges (that
he has committed kufr) or he does not acknowledge, as long as he shows iman outwardly then showing
it is a prevention from being killed. And the Messenger of Allah (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam) clarified
that when Allah — the Exalted — withheld the blood of the one who shows iman outwardly after his
kufr, then (this means that) they have the judgment of the Muslims regarding inheritance and
marriage and other than this of the judgment of the Muslims. And this was clear in the judgment of
Allah — “azza wa jalla — regarding the munafiqin, and after that the judgment of the Messenger of
Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam); that it is not for anyone to judge anybody with something else
than what he has shown by himself, and that Allah — ‘azza wa jalla —verily decided for the slaves that

they should judge according to the apparent. Because there is no-one among them who knows the

hidden except that which Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — knows. So it is obligatory upon the one who wants

to perform what Allah has obliged upon him to make all assumptions regarding the judements

invalid. So he should not judge upon anyone based upon assumption. And likewise is what the

Sunnah of the Messenger (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) points to, since it does not contradict (the

commandment of Allah).”

(Al-Umm 6/169)
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Abu Bakr Al-Khallal — rahimahullah — said:
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"Al-"Abbas ibn Ahmad Al-Mustammali An-Najjar in Tartiis narrated to us, that they asked Abii
"Abdullah (i.e. Imam Ahmad) about a Christian or Jewish man who said: I bear witness to La ilaha
illa Allah Muhammadu Rasulullah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam). He said: ‘Did he become Muslim
(by that)?” Then we (also) said to him: ‘A man said this to us in Tartiis, so Ibn Shubbawayh said
regarding him: ‘I consider that he became a Muslim’. And others said: ‘No, not until he says: 1
disassociate myself from Christianity and I leave my (previous) religion.” So he (i.e. Imam Ahmad)
said: "'SubhanAllah. Verily did the Prophet (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam) say to a man: 'Say La ilaha
illa Allah and that I am the Messenger of Allah.” And then he became Muslim by that.””

(Al-Jami’ li-"Ulam Al-Imam Ahmad 4/171)

And Al-Khallal - rahimahullah — also said:
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"Muhammad ibn Abii Hariin narrated to me and said: Muhammad ibn Abii Hashim narrated to us

and said: Fawran passed some of the masail of Abu *‘Abdullah to me and said: I asked him. He said: I

said: “Some of the Jews say: I bear witness to La ilaha illa Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger

of Allah.” So he (i.e. Imam Ahmad) said: ‘If he doesn’t want Islam (then it is not accepted as his

entrance into Islam), but if he came to accept Islam and testifies to La ilaha illa Allah and that

Muhammad is His slave and messenger, and he prays, then what Islam is more complete than that?

Is it not narrated from the Prophet (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam) that he said: ‘I have been ordered
to fight the people until they say La ilaha illa Allah. Then if they say (that), then they have

prevented me from their blood and wealth.’
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Al-Khallal said: Muhammad ibn "Ali narrated to us and said: Muhanna narrated to us and said: ‘I
asked Ahmad about a man from the people of dhimmah, a Jew or a Christian or other than this from
the religions, who says: ‘I am a Muslim and verily is Muhammad a prophet.” He said: ‘He is Muslim’.
Then he said: ‘Regarding myself then I would force him to (follow) Islam.” And he said: ‘Surprising
is Abui Hanifah. It has reached me about him that he says: He will not be a Muslim until he says: I

am free from the kufr which I before was in, or else he is not a Muslim and he is not forced to (follow)

Islam, until he says: I disassociate myself from kufr.’

And he said: Muhammad ibn “Ali narrated to us another place and said: Muhanna narrated to us
and said: ‘I asked Ahmad about a man, a Jew or a Christian or a majiisi, who says: I bear witness to
La ilaha illa Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.” He said: "He is forced to (follow)

Islam.””
(Al-Jami’ li-Ulum Al-Imam Ahmad 4/172)

And regarding the comments on Abu Hanifah then it is mentioned in ” Al-Ikhtiyar Li-Ta'l1l
Al-Mukhtar” regarding Hanafi figh:
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"And if he says: ‘I am a Muslim’, then Abii Hanifah used to say: ‘He is not a Muslim until he
disassociates himself (from kufr).” Then he returned back from this and said: ‘That is Islam from

rr7

him.

(Al-Ikhtiyar Li-Ta'lil Al-Mukhtar 4/424)

Al-Khattabi — rahimahullah — said:
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“If a person comes to us where we don’t know anything about his hal (situation) of kufr and iman,

and he says: ‘Verily I am a Muslim.” Then we accept that. And likewise if we see upon him the signs
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of the Muslims, of appearance and symbol and similar to this, then we judge him as a Muslim until
we see what contradicts this from him.”

(Ma’alim As-Sunan 1/233)

Ibn Taymiyyah — rahimahullah — said:
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"Abi Muhammad ibn Hazm said: "And from the clear evidence which clarify the invalidity of this
dirty saying is, that no-one who knows something about the history among the Muslims, the Jews,
the Christians, the majiis, the Manicheans and the atheist, doubts regarding the fact that the
Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam), ever since he was sent continued to invite the
people in large amounts to the iman in Allah the Exalted, and in him and what he was sent with. And
he would fight those from the people of the earth who would fight him and whose blood it was allowed
to spill and take their women and children as slaves, and to take their money, (all this) while seeking
nearness to Allah by this. (And also) taking jizyah and humiliating them. And he would accept those
who believed in him and forbid his wealth, his blood, his family and his children (to be violated), and
he would judge him as a Muslim. Among these people are the female Bedouin, the shepherd, the female
shepherd, the kid from the desert, the barbarian, the black man, the captive, the female black imported
slave, the roman man and woman, the stupid ignorant man and the one with week understanding.

And there is not among any of these, or other than these, where he (alayhi as-salam) said: ‘I verily do

not_accept your Islam, and your religion is not correct with me until you bring proof for the

correctness of what 1 have invited you towards.”’
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He (i.e. Ibn Hazm) said: *And we do not say: It has not reached us that anyone said this. Rather we
are certain — us and all of the people of the earth — with full certainty, just like we are certain about
what we bore witness to: that he (alayhi as-salam) never said this to anyone, nor did he turn down
the Islam of anyone until they brought evidence. And after this all of the Sahabah walked on this path,
the first of them to the last of them, and no-one disagreed in this issue. And from that which is
impossible and unthinkable for the people of Islam is that he (alayhi as-salam) has been inattentive
regarding informing the people about that which a person’s Islam cannot be correct without, and then
after that all of the people of Islam would agree to be inattentive regarding this and purposefully leave

mentioning it, and then these wretched people would clarify it. And whoever thinks that he has come

upon from the religion what the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) did not come upon,

then he is kafir without any disagreement. So it is correct that his saying is a violation of the ijma,

and contradicting Allah and His Messenger and all of the people of Islam altogether.’
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I (i.e. Ibn Taymiyyah) said: (By) accepting the outwardly Islam the outwardly judgments of Islam
are applied upon the person such as the protection of the blood, then wealth, marriage, inheritance
and similar to this. And regarding this then the mere outwardly acknowledgment even if it is not
known what is in the inner of a person (i.e. his real beliefs). Just like he (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam)
said: “Then if they say it, then they have protected their blood and wealth from me, except
by its right. And their account is with Allah.” And he said: ‘I have verily not been ordered to
pierce open the hearts of people, nor that I split open their bellies.”

And due to this the kafir is fought until he becomes a Muslim or he pays the jizyah. So he is forced to
do one of the two things. And whoever said: “The jizyah is not taken from an idol-worshipper.” He
said: ‘He is fought until he becomes a Muslim.” But regarding the inner iman which saves a person
from the punishment of Allah in the akhirah, then there mere outwardly acknowledgement is not
enough. Rather a man may be a munafiq while showing Islam outwardly. And verily in the time of

the Messenger (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam) there were munafiqun. And verily did Allah mention
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them more than one place in the Quran, and He — the Praised — distinguished between believers and

the munafigiin more than one place.”
(Dar At-Ta’arud Al-“Aql wa An-Naql 7/432-435)

Then he mentioned some verses regarding the munafigiin and some words regarding them.
After that he — rahimahullah — said:
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”And with this they answered this arqument. Because verily when it was said to them: The Muslims
agreed upon that the kafir if he wants to enter into Islam, then it is enough from him that he
acknowledges the two testimonies. Then they said: Then this is enough from him to apply the
judgment of Islam upon him. Because verily did the Owner of the Islamic Law make this a sign for

applying the judgments.”
(Dar At-Ta’arud Al-"Aql wa An-Nagql 7/438)

Shaykh Ahmad ibn ‘Umar Al-Hazimi — hafidhahullah wa fakka asrahu — when explaining these
words of Ibn Taymiyyah:

“So if he comes with the word (i.e. La ilaha illa Allah Muhammadu RasulAllah) then we judge him
with Islam, and he prays (as well), then we judge him with Islam. He does not perform a nagid, he
does not show us a naqid. But if he is with himself or in his home or something like this and he shows
some nawagqid, then we are not responsible for searching (in his affairs). So if he does not show us a
nagqid then we judge him with Islam and we apply the judgments (of Islam upon him) as they are. He
— rahimahullahu ta’ala — said: ‘even if it is not known what is in the inner of a person (i.e. his
real beliefs). Just like he (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) said: ‘Then if they say it — that is the
testimony — then they have protected their blood and wealth from me, except by its right.
And their account is with Allah.” So we do not search the inner selves. And he said: ‘I have
verily not been ordered to pierce open the hearts of people, nor that I split open their bellies.”
Do not search. Some of the people have been afflicted so they search in the ‘agidah of the people
(asking): Have you rejected taghut or did you not reject taghiit? Say: This is not from the way of
Ahlu Sunnah wal-Jama’ah, rather this is from the bida’. Testing the people, this is considered from
the bida’. Verily for you is the outwardly so do not search. And the munafiq was present in the time
of the Sahabah, and it was not narrated from anyone that he began to search in the ‘agidah of the
people. Verily based on what he shows outwardly we apply (the appropriate) judgments. (That is) an
order from Allah (regarding the people) in general and specifically. This issue regarding the judgment
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upon them is not up to you, rather it is up to Allah (to decide how and based upon what the people

are judged), and not up to you. The judgment with iman and Islam is according to what the person
shows outwardly, but if he enters into paradise or he enters the fire, if he is saved (from the
punishment), if (his iman) is both inwardly and outwardly that is none of your business. So if you
inserted yourself into this and enters into the search in these matters then you have verily disputed
your Lord. Because this is related to the heart and the inner self. The inwardly iman cannot be pointed
to except if he shows a nagid, when speaking about the agreement between the outwardly and the
inwardly. And the search (i.e. these words) are regarding when nothing (of kufr and shirk) shows
from him. He said: ‘And due to this the kafir is fought until he becomes a Muslim or he pays
the jizyah. So he is forced to do one of the two things.” And despite of this (i.e. that he is forced)
the Islamic Law accepts it (i.e. Islam) from him. Correct? Until he pays the jizyah. He pays it out of
force. So he is under ikrah and it is not from his own free will. Is this (i.e. him paying the jizyah even
though he is forced to do it and not out of free will) taken into consideration (i.e. his blood and wealth
is protected)? We say: Yes it is taken into consideration. He says: ‘But regarding the inner iman
which saves a person from the punishment of Allah in the akhirah, then there mere
outwardly acknowledgement is not enough.” So he made a difference between the two things (i.e.
Islam al-hukmi and Islam al-haqiqi). These issues are from the very important issues in your search
in the words of Ibn Taymiyyah regarding the issues of takfir; that he (sometimes) with his words may
mean the outwardly and inwardly iman, and for it is its judgment, and (other times) he may mean
the outwardly iman without the inwardly. “Then there mere outwardly acknowledgement is not
enough. Rather a man may be a munafiq while showing Islam outwardly.” He may be and he
may be not. Every time you see a man who says La ilaha illa Allah and he prays and fasts and so on,
and no nagid is apparent from him, then regarding him in the logical possibility it is allowed that he
could be a munafiq and (also) that he could be a believer inwardly. But do not search (regarding that).
There is a difference between the two types. This is the logical possibility. So you judge the people
according to their outwardly situation. And judging the people according to their outwardly situation
is an asl (fundamental principle) that Ahlu Sunnah wal-Jama’ah has agreed upon. And it is even —
as Shaykh Al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah said many places, and we will get to that inshaAllahu ta’ala —
from that which is known from the religion with necessity. And this is not made a fundamental
principle which scatters (the consequences) of him performing a naqid. There is a difference between
the two issues. Whoever says La ilaha illa Allah and he prays and fasts and he commits the major
shirk, then we say: this (i.e. his deeds) are all invalid. Your testimony and prayer and so on is all
invalid. This does not contradict the principle which we are laying down. Some people think that
there is contradiction between the two things, then we say: no. The search is in what the people show
outwardly. So if he shows the major shirk, then we judge that he is a mushrik and the texts has pointed
out that the testimony is invalid (in that case), and the prayer is invalid and so on, and there is no
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problem in that. And if he does not show a naqid — such as major shirk — then we apply the judgment

of his outwardly situation. So how beautiful is the Islamic Law, and how easy it is.”

(From the second lesson of the series: Qa’idah Jalilah f1 At-Tawassul wal-Wasilah)
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Chapter: Giving the judgment of Islam in situations of war and investigating

when doubt arises in dar al-harb

Allah - the Exalted — said:
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“0O you who believe. If you go out in path of Allah, then investigate. And do not say to the
one who greets you with salam: ‘You are not a believer’, (due to) wanting the goods of
the wordly life.” (An-Nisa 4:94)

At-Tabari — rahimahullah — mentions in his tafsir of the verse:
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“Ibn Waki’ narrated to us and said: Jarir narrated to us, from Muhammad ibn Ishag, from Nafi’ from
Ibn “Umar who said: "The Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) sent Muhallim ibn
Jathamah on a mission. Then ‘Amir ibn Al-Adbat met them and greeted them with the greeting of
Islam. And between them was a problem from jahiliyyah. So Muhallim hit him with an arrow and
killed him. So the news reached the Messenger of Allah (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam), and “Uyaynah
and Al-Aqra’ spoke about it. Al-Aqra’ said: ‘O Messenger of Allah, sunna al-yawm wa ghayyir
ghadan.” So "Uyaynah said: "No by Allah, not until his women taste the deprivation of a child like my
women has tasted it.” So Muhallim came in two garments, and sat in front of the Messenger of Allah
in order for him to ask (Allah) for forgiveness for him. So the Prophet (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam)
said to him: ‘May Allah not forgive you!” So he got up and he was catching his tears with his two
garments. And there did not pass seven days before he died. So they buried him but the ground threw
him out. So the came to the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) and mentioned this to
him, so he said: ‘Verily the ground accepts those who are worse than your companion! But Allah —

jalla wa ‘azza — wanted to warn you.” Then they threw him between two shells.”
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Al-Hasan ibn Yahya narrated to us and said: Abdur-Razzaq narrated to us and said: Ma'mar
narrated to us, from Qatadah regarding His words: “And do not say to the one who greets you
with salam: “You are not a believer’.” He said: ‘It has reached me that a man from the Muslims
attacked a man from the mushrikiin, so when he wanted to hurt him, the mushrik said to him: 'l am
verily a Muslim, I bear witness to La ilaha illa Allah.” So the Muslim killed him after he said it. Then
this reached to the Prophet (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam), so he said to the one who killed him: ‘Did
you kill him, and he verily said La ilaha illa Allah?’” So the man said while excusing himself: ‘O
Prophet of Allah, he only said it to protect himself, and he didn’t mean it.” So the Prophet (sall Allahu
alayhi wa sallam) said: *Did you split open his heart?” Then the killer of the man died and was buried,
but the ground threw him out. So this was mentioned with the Prophet (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam),
and he ordered them to bury him (again), but the ground threw him out, until this happened three
times. So the Prophet (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam) said: "Verily the ground refused to accept him.’
So they threw him in a forest among the forests. Ma'mar said: And some of them said: ‘Verily the

ground accept those who are worse than him, but Allah made him an example for you.””
(Tafsir At-Tabar1 — Surah An-Nisa)

And At-Tabari — rahimahullah — said himself regarding the verse:
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"He (i.e Allah) says: 'When you go out for the sake of Allah in Jihad against your enemies then
investigate. He says: Then be verily careful regarding killing the one whose situations becomes
unclear to you, where you don’t know the reality of his Islam or kufr. And do not hasten so that you

kill the one whose situation is dubious to you, and do not proceed to kill anyone except killing the one

where you with full certainty know that he is in war with you, with Allah and His Messenger.”

(Tafsir At-Tabari — Surah An-Nisa)
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And Ibn Taymiyyah — rahimahullah — said regarding this verse:
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”So He ordered them to investigate and to verify in jihad, and that they should not say to the majhiil
al-hal (the one whose situation is unknown): “You are not a believer’, while wanting the goods of this
life (i.e. his wealth). Because then their information regarding him not being a being a believer is an
information without proof, rather it is from your own lusts so you can take his wealth. And if this is
in dar al-harb if he greets with as-salam, and in another way of reading as-salam, then he might be a
believer who hides his iman, just like you used to be believers before and hid your iman. So if a Muslim
greets with salam and says to you that he is Muslim and not fighting (against you) then investigate
and wverify. Do not kill him nor take his wealth until you uncover his situation; is he truthful or a

liar?”

Muhammad ibn Hasan Ash-Shaybani said:
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"And if the Muslims by force enter a city among the cities of the mushrikiin, then there is no harm
in them killing whoever they find of their men, because this is a place of fighting against them. So
whoever they find in that place then the apparent is that he is a fighter, and verily do we build the
judgment upon the outwardly until the opposite is proven. Except if they find a man who has the

appearance of the Muslims or the people who are under the protection of the Muslims, then it is
obligatory upon them to investigate his matter until his situation becomes clear.”

(Sharh As-Sayr Al-Kabir by As-Sarkhasi 4/1444)
And it is narrated in Sahih Muslim:
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“Abui Bakr ibn Abii Shaybah narratd to us (and said): Abii Khalid Al-Ahmar narrated to us (and
said): Abii Kurayb and Ishaq ibn Ibrahim narrated to us from Mu’awiyah, and both of them from Al-
‘Amash, from Abit Dhibyan from Usamah bin Zayd — and this is the hadith of Ibn Abii Shaybah — he
(i.e. Usamah) said: "The Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) sent us on an expedition.
We attacked Hurugat of Juhaynah in the morning, and I found a man who said: La ilaha illa Allah.
So I struck him (and killed him), and I found something (of rejection) in myself regarding that. So I
mentioned it to the Prophet (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam). So the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu
alayhi wa sallam) said: ‘Did he say La ilaha illa Allah and then you killed him? He said: I said: 'O
Messenger of Allah, he verily said it out of fear from the weapon.” He said: “Then did you split open
his heart to know whether it said it or not?” And he kept on repeating that to me until I wished that
I would not have become a Muslim before that day. He said: So Sa’d said:” And me, by Allah, I would
never kill a Muslim, just like the owner of a small belly (i.e. Usamah) did.” He said: A man said: ‘Did

Allah not say: “And fight them until there is no more fitnah and all of the religion is for
Allah.” So Sa’d said: “We have verily fought until there is no more fitnah, but you and your

companions want to fight until there is fitnah.””
An-Nawaw1 narrates in his explanation of Sahith Muslim that the ‘Sa’d” who said:
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“And me, by Allah, I would never kill a Muslim, just like the owner of a small belly (i.e. Usamah)
did.”

This was Sa’d Ibn Abu Waqqas — radiAllahu ‘anhu.
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Chapter: The manhaj of the da’wah of Najd
Despite the fact that Shaykh Muhammad ibn ‘Abdul-Wahhab — rahimahullah — lived in a

time where shirk and kufr had spread to the corners of the Arabian peninsula, and he is

considered to be a reviver of the religion, he would also not deviate from the fundamental
principles regarding giving the hukm of Islam based on the dhahir (outwardly), nor would
he make general takfir upon all people. So despite of a city being judged as a city of kufr due
to what the people in it are upon of kufr and shirk, then the scholars from the da"wah of Najd
would still judge the specific person according to the outwardly, as it can be seen in the

following quotes:

Shaykh Muhammad ibn ‘Abdul-Wahhab - rahimahullah — said:

Oly calguy o9 cdll 25 demgd) O dgiy ) ¢SS (o) (aalae Oag s il 1528 Spseall 094G 8] 1aghils JU OB
(e A Jls Sy sasdl el e ol Lol o s (D ey o) ol 5 s any & calbl ) 8 5ses
SO} L b Lo Ll alag Yy o) 100 bl U Ly Oy casls) Uy clim 341 Ly OF coulial) il )

BT a7 0 T g W1 { a6 d 0,24
”So if someone among them says: "They verily declare takfir in general (upon all people).” Then we
say: 'Praise be to You (O Allah), that is a huge lie.” The one we declare takfir upon is the one who
testifies that Tawhid is the religion of Allah and the religion of His Messenger, and that the invocation
of others than Allah is invalid, and then after that he declares takfir upon the people of Tawhid and
calls them khawarij, and he stands with the people of the graves against the people of Tawhid. But we
ask Allah Al-Karim, Lord of the Mighty Throne, to show us the truth as the truth and provide us
with following it. And to show us the falsehood as falsehood and provide us with keeping away from

it, and not to make it difficult for us so we go astray. “Say if you (really) love Allah then follow
me.” (Ali ‘Imran 3:31).”

(Ad-Durar As-Saniyyah 1/63)
And he — rahimahullah — said:
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“And regarding the saying: that we declare takfir in general (upon all people) then this is from the
lies of the enemies; those who prevent the people from this religion with that. And we say: “Praised
are You (O Allah), this is a great slander.” (An-Niir 24:16)
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(Ad-Durar As-Saniyyah 1/99)

And he — rahimahullah — said:
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"But the one who shows Islam outwardly and we think that he has performed a naqid, then we do not
declare takfir upon him due to assumption, because yaqin (that which is certain) cannot be uplifted

by assumption. And likewise we do not declare takfir upon the one whom we do not know any kufr

from, due to a naqid which has been mentioned about him, while we did not confirm this.”
(Ad-Durar As-Saniyyah 1/63)

‘Abdul-Latif ibn ‘Abdur-Rahman ibn Hasan - rahimahumullah — said in his defense of
Shaykh Muhammad ibn ‘Abdul-Wahhab:
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“But this objector (i.e. ‘Uthman ibn Mansiir?) does not avoid lying even if he is among the sick
deteriorating dead. And I did not see Shaykh Al-Islam say regarding a land among the lands of those
who ascribe themselves to Islam that they are lands of kufr. Rather he determined that invoking the
righteous and worshipping them with isti’anah, istighathah, dhabh and tawakkul as if they were

intermediaries between the slaves and Allah in the needs and important issues, (all of this) is from

the religion of the mushrikiin and the acts of misguided jahiliyyah from the uneducated and those

3 ‘Uthman ibn Mansiir is the man who Shaykh ‘Abdul-Latif answered in his book “Misbah Adh-Dhalam”,
refuting some of the accusations ‘Uthman made against Shaykh Muhammad ibn ‘Abdul-Wahhab -
rahimahulldh — from the book of “Uthman called “Jila Al-Ghummah fi takfir hadhihi Al-Ummah”.
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who have a book. So this man (i.e. "Uthman) thought that the lazim (necessity) of his words (i.e. what
he established) is that he judges upon these lands that they are lands of kufr. And this is not lazim.
And if it is lazim, then the lazim of the madhhab is not a madhhab (in itself). And we demand from
the one who narrated that he corrects his narration. Yes, the Hanabilah and others than them
mentioned that a land where the judgments of kufr are applied and the judgments of Islam are not
apparent then this is a land of kufr. And in the country where both things are apparent then verily
did Shaykh Al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah give the fatwa regarding it that both sides of it are taken into
consideration. So the judgment of Islam is not applied from all angles nor the judgment of kufr from
all angles. Just like Ibn Muflih and others narrated from him.

And his (i.e. "Uthman) words: 'So (based on this) their slaughtering should not be eaten in his opinion

nor are their women allowed (in marriage).” Then these (words) are of the same kind as those before

them. And the Shaykh (Muhammad) does not forbid the specific persons slaughtering if he testifies

to La ilaha illa Allah Muhammaduy Rasulullah and enters into Islam, as long as he does perform what

prevents his slaughtering from being allowed. And likewise is the judgment of the women. So how

should he say this about all of the people in a land or a village where he doesn’t know the details of

their situations, and what they perform of nawagid that only Allah knows of the unseen and seen?”

(Misbah Adh-Dhalam)

And Hamd ibn Nasir bin Ma’mar — rahimahullah — said:
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”And based upon this we are not obliged to declare takfir upon those who died in jahiliyyah before the
religion emerged, because we verily do not declare takfir upon the people in general, just as we do not
declare takfir in general today. Rather we say: whoever is from the people of jahiliyyah who acts upon
Islam and leaves shirk then he is Muslim. But the one who used to worship the idols and died upon

this before the emergence of this religion, then his outwardly situation is kufr, even if it is possible

that the hujjah has not been established upon, due to his ignorance and no-one there to inform him.
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Because we judge upon the apparent. But as for the judgment upon the inner then this is up to Allah.
He does not punish anyone except after the establishment of the hujjah upon him. Just like Allah said:
“And we do not punish anyone except after we send a messenger.” (Al-Isra 17:15). And
regarding the one who died whose situation is unknown then we do not explore his situation and we
do not judge him as kafir nor as a Muslim, and this is not from what Allah has made us responsible
for. “That was a nation which has passed on. It will have (the consequences of) what it
earned, and you will have what you have earned. And you will not be asked about what
they used to do.” (Al-Baqgarah 2:134). So whoever of them who was a Muslim then Allah will enter

him into Paradise, and the one who was a kafir He will enter into the fire.”

(Ad-Durar As-Saniyyah 7/145)
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Finishing words

Both the mistake which has been made in this issue, along with the truth in this issue are all
gathered in the words of Ash-Shafi'iin “Al-Umm” when he — rahimahullah — said:
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“So it is obligatory upon the one who wants to perform what Allah has obliged upon him to make all
assumptions regarding the judgments invalid. So he should not judge upon anyone based upon

assumption.”
(Al-Umm 1/169)

And this is not correct due to it being the words of Ash-Shafi'1 — rahimahullah — rather it is
correct, because this is the correct understanding of the words of Allah — the Exalted — and
His Messenger (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam) who clarified that the judgment in dunya is based

upon the outwardly while the inner selves are the responsibility of Allah.

So when I look at all the arguments that I used apply as a base for my former belief I see
that they all contradict the obligation mentioned above; not to judge based upon

assumptions.

So when we said: ‘Most of the people have fallen in shirk and kufr, and they are ignorant about the
meaning of Tawhid, and they are performing and drowning in numerous types of major shirk’, and
based upon this judged the person who came to us ascribing himself to Islam as being
included in “most of the people..’, then this is based upon what? It is based upon that we
assume that he is from the majority, while his outwardly is showing that which Allah and
His Messenger with full certainty has made criteria for judging a person with Islam al-hukmi.

So we turned away from the full certainty and judged upon assumptions.

And when we said: ‘The Islamic signs such as saying La ilaha ill Allah Muhammadu RasulAllah,
praying and fasting are common between both the Muslims and those who ascribe to Islam while
committing shirk and therefor they are not sufficient for judging a person with Islam’, then this
saying from its beginning to its end is an assumption. Why? Because Allah did not say it,
His Messenger (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) did not say it, the Sahabah (radiAllahu ‘anhum)
did not say it nor did the salaf understand this from the evidences in Islam. And whatever
is not based on what Allah and His Messenger (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam) and what the salaf
has understood from these two things, then what is it except whims, desires, philosophy
and assumption? Are we not ordered to follow the Sunnah of the Messenger (sallAllahu

alayhi wa sallam) and stay away from newly invented matters (i.e. bida’)?
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Al-Bazzar narrated from ‘Irban ibn Sariyah that the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa

sallam) said:
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“Because verily whoever of you that will live after me will see a great amount of
disagreement. So upon you is (to stick to) my Sunnah and the Sunnah of the guided righteous
khalifs. Bite in it with your molar teeth (i.e. stick to it stubbornly). And beware of newly
invented matters, because every bid’ah is misguidance.”

(Ibn Majah, Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and Ahmad. Al-Bazzar said thabit sahih)

So I challenged myself, and now I also challenge the reader who hold the described opinion,
to bring a statement from the salaf that shows the understanding which you are upon? And
he will not be able to bring it. Because the salaf did not go out from what the evidences has
pointed to. Rather they stuck to the Sunnah of the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) with

their molar teeth.

And also when we said: ‘In the time of the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) the
people knew the meaning of La ilaha illa Allah and what it entailed of leaving shirk and takfir upon
the mushrik, but today people don’t know this’, and based upon this judged the person who
came to us ascribing himself to Islam as being included in the people who do not know the
meaning of La ilaha illa Alldh and what it entails, then this is also based upon assumption.
You assume that he doesn’t know. But you do not know for sure. And what we used to
agree to — and still do — is that among the masses today there could be and naturally are
muwahhidiin who knows the Tawhid of Allah and practice it. So claiming that he is among
those who do not know is based upon assumption, while Allah and His Messenger
(sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam) invalidated all assumptions when it came to the judgement upon
a person with Islam who shows Islam outwardly. And likewise when judging a person as a

kafir, then this must also be based upon yagin and not assumption.

And based upon this we say regarding the application of what has preceded, that according
to the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His Messenger (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) and the

understanding of the salaf, then:

- Whoever is in a dar (area, city, land) then the basic principle is that he is from its
people, unless he shows something which contradicts that.
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- Whoever shows Islam outwardly then he is judged as a Muslim outwardly and the
judgments, the rights, the obligations for a Muslim is applied upon him.

- Whoever shows shirk or ignorance in Tawhid or another nigid among the nawagid
of Islam outwardly then he is judged as a mushrik kafir, and whatever he utters of
shahadah and prays of prayers in invalid and not taken into consideration.

- Whoever shows Islam outwardly but also states that he is from a misguided sect
such as Al-Ikhwan, As-Stfiyyah, Al-Ahbash, Al-Ahmadiyyah etc. etc. then he is
judged according to what he says and is considered a mushrik kafir due to the shirk
which these sects are indulging in.

- Whoever ascribes to Islam but is already known for his kufr, then he is a kafir.

- Whoever shows Islam outwardly and is seen with a kafir, or seen praying in a masjid
which is known for kufr, or seen praying behind an imam who is kifir, then this does
not necessary mean that this person himself is a kifir that holds the same beliefs as
the person, the masjid or them kafir imam. Rather the salaf would not declare takfir
upon anyone except after seeing of hearing from them that which the ummah agreed
upon is kufr which brings a person out of the religion.

- Whoever is known for one type of kufr or shirk while he is ascribing himself to Islam,
then he must declare himself free from the kufr and shirk which he was in before his

Islam is accepted.

This is what can be concluded from the texts from the Islamic Law. This is what is clear and
contains no doubt, no innovation and no giyasit (analogies) made by contemporaries. And
due to this, this is what I have chosen to follow and believe in, and it is what I urge and

encourage every Muslim muwahhid to believe in.

”Say (O Muhammad): ‘If you (really) love Allah, then follow me.”” (Ali ‘Imran 3:31)
& logs 2o Aulasl LS 058 a5 4 307 388 0,0 oy 25

“Whoever obeys the Messenger then he has verily obeyed Allah. And whoever turns
away, then we have not sent you as a guardian over them.” (An-Nisa 4:80)
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"And thus We have revealed it as an Arabic legislation. And if you should follow their

desires after what has come to you of knowledge, you would not have against Allah any
ally or any protector.” (Ar-Ra’d 13:37)
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We ask Allah to show us the truth as the truth and provide us with following it. And we ask
Him to show us the falsehood as falsehood and provide us with keeping away from it.
Allahumma amin.

And may the peace and abundant blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and companions, and whoever follows them in goodness until the Day of Judgement.

Abt Hajar
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