One hadith to break the backs of the people of
bida’ — the people of general takfir

Al-Ageedah



Tawakkul

Ibn Mundih (died 395 hijri) — rahimahullah — said in one of the chapters in his
book “Kitab Al-Iman”:

Mentioning what proves that the saying of La ilaha illa Allah obligates the name of Islam
(to the one who says it) and it forbids the wealth of the one who says it and his blood.
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51 — Muhammad ibn Ya'qub informed us, from Muhammad ibn Ishaq As-Saghani, from
Abu An-Nadr, from Sulayman ibn Al-Mughirah, from Thabit, from Anas, from ‘Itban, I met

him and said to him: ‘A hadith was mentioned to me from you’, so he mentioned the hadith.
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52 — "Abdur-Rahman ibn Yahya narrated, from Abu Mas'td (who said): Shababah ibn
Sawwar narrated (and said): And Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn ‘Abdul-Malik ibn Marwan
Ad-Dimashqi and Ahmad ibn “Ubayd Al-Himsi both narrated and said: Ahmad ibn“Ali ibn
Sa’id narrated to us, from Shayban ibn Furikh Abtt Muhammad who said: Sulayman ibn
Al-Mughirah narrated to us, from Thabit Al-Bunani, from Anas ibn Malik who said:
Mahmud ibn Ar-Rabi’ narrated to me, from ‘Uthman ibn Malik who said: “I came to
Madinah and I met ‘Itban ibn Malik so I said to him: ‘A hadith from you has reached me.’
So he said: ‘Something (of disease) befell me in my eye, so I sent a message to the Messenger
of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) that I would love for you to come to me and pray
in my house, so I can take it as a place of prayer. So the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu

alayhi wa sallam) came to me, and whoever wanted from his companions (also came). So
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he entered upon me and while he was praying his companions was speaking between them.
Then they ascribed (most of) the mighty and great of it (i.e. of evil things which they have
seen from the munafiqiin') to Malik ibn Dukhaysim.” He said: “They wanted him to make
du’a against him so he would be destroyed, and they wanted that something evil should
befall him. Then the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) finished with the prayer, so he
said: ‘Does he not bear witness to La ilaha illa Allah and that I am the Messenger of Allah?’
They said: ‘He says this but he does not have it in his heart.” So he said: ‘“There is no-one
who bears witness to La ilaha illa Allah and that 1 am the Messenger of Allah and then
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enters the fire or the fire will eat him.
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Anas said: “So this hadith pleased me, so I said to my son: ‘Write it down, so he wrote it down.””

This chain of narration there is agreement regarding its correctness from this angle. And
Muhammad ibn Ya’qub narrated, from Yahya ibn Muhammad, from “Ubayd ibn Mu’adh,
from Al-Mu’tamar ibn Sulayman, from Sulayman ibn Al-Mughirah (a hadith) similar to it.
(Kitab Al-Iman by Ibn Mundih p. 198-199)

The Shaykh of the Hanabilah in his time Hasan ibn ‘Ali Al-Barbahari —
rahimahullah — explained that the only acceptable principle with regards to the

Islamic sources is the submission to them and the belief in them without

asking, distorting or invalidating:
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"All praise is due to Allah who guided us to Islam and bestowed it upon us (as a blessing) and made
us be from the best Ummah. So we ask Him for success to what He loves and is pleased with, and the

protection from what He hates and what causes His displeasure.
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! This understanding of the wording is in agreement with the other narrations of this hadith, and the
explanation given in Sharh Sahth Muslim, by An-Nawaw1.
2 This hadith was also narrated by Muslim and Abu Ya’'la.
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Know that Islam is the Sunnah, and the Sunnah is Islam, and neither of these two can be established
without the other. And from the Sunnah is sticking to the Jama’ah, and whoever seeks something else
than the Jama'ah and departs from it, then he has taken the loop of Islam of his neck and he is

misguided and misquiding.
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And the basis upon which we clarify who the Jama’ah is, are the Companions of Muhammad
(sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam), may Allah have mercy upon them all. And they are Ahlu Sunnah wal-
Jama’ah. So whoever does not take from them he has verily gone astray and become an innovator.
And every innovation is misguidance, while the misquidance and its people are in the fire. ‘Umar ibn
Al-Khattab (radiAllahu ‘anhu) said: ‘There is no excuse for anyone in a misguidance which he has
indulged in while thinking it is guidance, nor in a guidance which he has left while thinking it is
misguidance. Because verily has the issues become clear and the argument has been established and
the excuse has been cut off.” And this is that the Sunnah and the Jama’ah firmly established all issues

in the religion and clarified it for the people, so it is upon them to follow it.
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And know — may Allah have mercy upon you — that the religion is what has come from Allah —
tabaraka wa ta’ala — and it was not put upon the intellects of men and their opinions. And its (i.e. the
religion) knowledge is with Allah and with His Messenger, so do not follow anything with you desires
so you will pass through the religion and leave Islam, because there is no excuse for you. Verily did
the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) clarify the Sunnah for his Ummah and he made
it clear for his Companions, and they are the Jama’ah, and they are As-Suwad Al-A’dham, and As-
Suwad Al-A’dham is the truth and its people. So whoever opposes the companions of the Messenger

of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) in anything from issues of the religion then he has committed

kufr.
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And know that no people have ever innovated an innovation except that they left a Sunnah equal to
it. So beware of the forbidden of things, because verily newly invented matter is an innovation, and

every innovation is misguidance, and the misguidance and its people are in the fire.
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And beware of the small innovations, because the small of bida’ returns until they become big. And
every bid’ah which was innovated in this Ummah began like this as something small that looked like
the truth, so the one who entered it was deceived by that. Then he was not able to exit from it, and it
grew and became a religion which he adopted. So he opposed the Straight Path and exited from Islam.
So beware — may Allah have mercy upon you — of everyone whose words you listen to specifically
from the people of your time. Do not hasten and do not believe in anything until you ask and look;

did anyone from the Companions of the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) speak about this, or

anyone from the scholars (of the Salaf)? Then if you find an athar (narration) regarding it from them,

then hold on to it and do not deviate from it for anything, and do not chose anything over it, so you
(if you do that) would fall in the fire.
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And know that leaving the (right) path is from two angles. Regarding the first of them then it is a
man who made an error upon the path while he does not want anything but good. So his error is not
followed because he is verily dead. And (the second is) a man who was stubborn towards the truth
and opposed those who came before him of the God-fearing, so he is a misquided and misguiding
rebellious shaytan in this Ummah, and it is befitting for the one who knows him to warn the people
against him and tell them his story so no-one should fall in his innovation and become destroyed.
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And know — may Allah have mercy upon you — that the Islam of the slave does not become complete
until he is a follower, a believer and a person who submits himself. So whoever claims that there

remains something from Islam in which the Companions of the Messenger of Allah (sall Allahu alayhi

wa sallam) has not been sufficient for us, then he has verily belied them. And this is verily enough for
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him, of leaving them and insulting them. So he is a misguided and misguiding innovator who invents

in Islam what is not from it.
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And know —may Allah show you mercy — that in the Sunnah there is no qiyas, nor is similitudes put
forth with it, nor is desires followed in it. Rather is it believing in the narrations of the Messenger of
Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) without conditions, nor explaining it, nor do you ask ‘why’ or
‘how’, because speaking, disagreeing, disputing and arquing are newly invented and causes doubt to

enter the heart, even if the one who does this is upon truth and the Sunnah.

(Sharh As-Sunnah by Al-Barbaharr)

So what is left of arguments for those who refuse to give the name of Islam to the person
who bears witness to La ilaha illa Allah Muhammadu RasulAllah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam)
and prays and fasts and do not show a nagid (nullifier) of Islam, except clear and obvious

deviance from the Quran, the Sunnah and the agreement of the rightly guided Salaf?

We ask Allah to show us the truth as the truth and provide us with following it. And we ask
Him to show us the falsehood as falsehood and provide us with keeping away from it.

And may the peace and abundant blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and companions, and whoever follows them in goodness until the Day of Judgement.

Allahumma amin.

Abt Hajar



