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Introduction
In the Name of Allah the Most Beneficent the Most Merciful.

All success on the Day of Judgment is dependent upon the slave’s fulfilment of the two
testimonies: La ilaha illa Allah, Muhammadu Rasilullah. Therefore it is extremely important to
study the meaning of these two and what they necessitate and demand from the slave in

order for him not to be negligent in these.

As we have learned from the rights and conditions of La ilaha illa Allah is that the slave must
leave the major shirk by not worshipping taghiit, he must hate shirk, declare takfir upon

whoever worships taghiit and hate and disassociate himself from these people.

Likewise from the rights and conditions of Muhammadu Rasiilullah is that the slave must
leave any form of bida’ (innovation in religion) by following the Messenger of Allah
(sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam) in everything that he came with, he must hate bida’, declare tabdi"

upon whoever adopts a bid’ah and hate and disassociate himself from these people.

The reason for this is that the person who adopts a bid’ah is a person who has not found
sufficiency in the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) and he has deviated from
his (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) teachings and his manhaj. The salaf would regard as a major
thing if a person turns away from the words of the Messenger (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam)
for the words of someone else among the Sahabah (radiAllahu ‘anhum), then how about the
one who turns away from his (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) words for intellect, philosophy,

lust and desires?!

Imam Ahmad - rahimahullih — narrated from Ibn ’Abbas (radiAllahu ‘anhu) that he said:
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“I see that they will be destroyed. I say: “The Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) said (it is
allowed)’, and he says: "Abii Bakr and ‘Umar forbade it.”” (Musnad Imam Ahmad)

So by the permission of Allah we seek to clarifty how the salaf would perform the rights and
conditions of the testimony of Muhammadu Rasiilullah, by not giving anything priority over
the Sunnah, and completing the bara’ah (disassociation) from the people of bida’, hating them
and warning against them, all as a protection of the Sunnah and out of love and respect for
the religion and its Divine sources; Al-Quran and As-Sunnah.

1 Tabdi’": Declare a person to be a mubtadi’ (innovator).
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Who are the people of bida’?
The people of bida” are those who adopt a belief which is not based upon Quran and Sunnah

according to the understanding of the salaf. Rather the people of bida” believe in what
contradicts this in one or more aspects. Examples of these people could be Al-Jahmiyyah,
Al-Qadariyyah, Al-Khawarij, Al-Mu’tazilah, Al-Murjiah etc. And if we look at who the salaf
has described as the people of bida” we find that some of them were people who had a lot
worship, dhikr and fear of Allah. But these things would not save them from being declared
among the people of bida” due to them having beliefs that contradicted the “agidah of Ahlu
Sunnah wal-Jama’ah. So whoever adopted a belief that contradicted the Sunnah of the
Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) then the salaf would declare him as being

among the people of bida’ and treat him as such. And some examples of these are:

% ‘Abdur-Rahman ibn Muljim (died 40 after hijrah) who was from the Khawarij and he
was the killer of “Ali ibn Abu Talib (radiAllahu ‘anhu).

Ibn Kathir — rahimahullah — narrated:
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“And it was verily said: Verily "Abdullah ibn Ja'far cut off his two hands and two feet, and kuhl was
applied to his eyes. And he along with this recited the siirah: ‘Read in the Name of your Lord who
created’, until its ending. Then they came to cut out his tongue so he became afraid and said: ‘I am
scared that an hour will pass me by in which I do not mention Allah’. Then they cut off his tongue.
Then they killed him and burned him in a pediment. And Allah knows best.” (Al-Bidayah wan-
Nihayah vol. 7)

< Al-Hasan ibn Salih ibn Hai (died 169 after hijrah) who was among the tabi’in known
for great fear of Allah, worship and narration of hadith. He fell in the bid’ah of the

Khawarij and he would not pray the Jumu’ah (i.e. the Friday prayer) behind the

oppressive ruler.

In his description in “Siyar Al-A’lam An-Nubala” by Adh-Dhahabi it was mentioned:
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"’ Abdullah ibn Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal (said): I heard Abii Ma'mar say: "We were with Waki’, and
when he narrated hadith from Hasan ibn Salih we would withhold our hands and not write. So he
said: “What is it with you that you do not write the hadith of Hasan?’ So my brother said to him with
his hand like this —i.e. that he would consider the sword (allowed against Muslims) —so Waki’ became

quiet.” (As-Siyar)
And:

Bh U R e Bl Gt s i B e 08 H 53 ed g T e 508 2 BT U6

DG 2 Yy ke ) &

"And Ahmad ibn Yiinus Al-Barbii't said: 'If Al-Hasan ibn Salih was not born it would be better for
him. He leaves the Jumu’ah and he considers the sword. I have sat with him for twenty years and 1
have never seen him raise his head to the heaven (i.e. complaint) nor would he mention dunya.” (As-

Siyar)
And:
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"And Zakariyya As-Saji said, from Ahmad ibn Muhammad Al-Baghdadi (who said): Our Shaykh
Al-Mizzi — I think it is Abii Bakr Al-Athram — said: I heard Abii Nu’aym say: ‘Ath-Thawri entered
on the day of Jumu’ah from the door of Al-Qibli, when Al-Hasan ibn Salih was there praying. So he
said: "We seek refuge with Allah from the hypocritical khushu’.” Then he took his two sandals and he

went to sit at another pole.” (As-Siyar)

«» Al-Harith Al-Muhasab1 (died 243 after hijrah) who had many books regarding zuhd
and even books in which he answered to the Mu’'tazilah and the Rafidah. But he
spoke some words of philosophy so the salaf left him and it is narrated that only 4

people attended his funeral.

In his description in “Siyar Al-A’lam An-Nubala” by Adh-Dhahabi it was mentioned:
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“Sa’id ibn ‘Amr Al-Bardha't said: I witnesses Abu Zar’ah Ar-Razi when he was asked about Al-
Muhasabi and his books. So he said: ‘Beware against these books. These are the books of bida’ and
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misguidances. Stick to the athar and you will find it sufficient. Has it ever reached you that Malik,
Ath-Thawrt and Al-Awza't wrote books about al-khatarat® and al-wasawis®? How fast are people to
fall in bida’.” (As-Siyar)

Speaking bad about the people of bida’

The salaf would point out the mistakes of the people of bida’ and inform other people about
them in order for their mistakes to be known so other people would not adopt them. They
would furthermore speak derogatory and disrespectful to them and about them, based
upon their hate to them for the damage they cause and the people they misguide. This is
not backbiting nor slander, rather it is a protection of the religion, its principles and its
sources. And the person who has ghirah (protective jealousy) for the religion will find unease
in himself when he does not warn people about the people of bida” and their mistakes out of
fear for that they also will fall in that.

‘Asim Al-Ahwal - rahimahullah — said:
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“I sat with Qatadah when "Amr ibn "Ubayd* was mentioned, so he spoke ill of him, and discredited

him. So I said to him: ‘O Abii Al-Khattab, I verily see that the scholars they speak ill of each other.”

So he said: ‘O Ahwal, do you not see that a man if he becomes invents an innovation, then it should

be mentioned, so people can take heed.””(Al-Kamil fi Du’afa Ar-Rijal)

"Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn Hanbal — rahimahumallah — said:
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"I heard my father say: From Abii Ja’far Al-Hadhdha who said: I said to Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah: *Verily

this man speaks about Al-Qadr, I mean Ibrahim ibn Abii Yahya.” So he said: ‘Make the people aware
of his bid’ah, and ask your Lord for good health.”(Al-'Ilal wa Marifah Ar-Rijal)

2 The sudden thoughts that crosses a person’s mind or heart.
3 Over concern, anxiety, suspicion.
¢ A caller to the belief of Al-Qadariyyah.
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And ‘Abdullah also said:
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"Abi Turab An-Nakhshabi came to my father, so my father began to say: 'Fulan is da’if, fulan is
trustworthy.” So Abui Turab said: 'O Shaykh, do not backbite the scholars.” So he (i.e. Ahmad) turned
to him and said to him: "Woe to you, this is nasihah, this is not backbiting.”” (Tabagat Al-Hanabilah)

And Abt 'Isa At-Tirmidhi — rahimahullah — said:
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”And we have verily found more than one among the leaders from the tabi’'tn who verily spoke (ill)
about men, among them are: Al-Hasan Al-Basri and Tawiis who both spoke about Ma’bad Al-Juhani.
And Sa’id ibn Jubayr spoke regarding Talg ibn Habib. And Ibrahim An-Nakh't and ‘Amir Ash-Sha'ni
spoke regarding Al-Harith Al-A'war. And likewise was it narrated from Ayyiub As-Sikhtiyani,
‘Abdullah ibn ‘Awn, Sulayman At-Taymi, Shu’bah ibn Al-Hajjaj, Sufyan Ath-Thawri, Malik ibn
Anas, Al-Awza’t, "Abdullah ibn Al-Mubarak, Yahya ibn Sa’id Al-Qattan, Waki” ibn Al-Jarrah,
Abdur-Rahman ibn Mahdi and others than them from the people of knowledge, that they spoke about
men and discredited (them). And verily what made them to do this in our opinion —and Allah knows
best — is the well-wishing for the Muslims. It is not thought regarding them that they wanted to
defame people or discredit them. In our opinion what they wanted was to clarify the weakness in these
people in order for them to be known. Because some of those whom they described as weak (in
narration) were people of innovation, and some of them were accused in hadith (of lying) and some of
them were people of ghaflah and much mistakes. So these leaders wanted to clarify their situations
out of fear for the religion, and as an affirmation. Because the testimony in religion is more deserving
of being established than the testimony regarding the rights and the wealth.”(Kitab Al-"Ilal)
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The disassociation from the people of bida’

Whoever reads the coming quotes will find that the salaf would not take lightly upon the
issue of disassociating from bida” and the people of bida’. Rather they would take the issue
very serious, encourage others to do the same and the salaf would even accuse the person in

his religion if he would sit with the people of bida’” and gather with them. And let the reader

know that for every quote which is mentioned here, then there are hundreds if not

thousands of similar quotes with the same meaning from the salaf.

Ibn "Umar (radiAllahu ‘anhu) said regarding the people who did not believe in al-Qadar

(Divine Decree):

w
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“If you met those people then inform them that I am free from them and they are free from me.” (Sahth
Muslim)

This bara’ah (disassociation, being free from) is interpreted with the meanings found in the

following quotes:

1. Not sitting with the people of bida’.

‘Abdullah ibn Imam Ahmad —rahimahullah — said:

Sy J6 5 ceisddl sl 120 Yy :"i&j IHERAT 6L.a A& Jsls ;})L;Lialf e dals e 8937 05 B3 4T JGs
095 G Gaag oSl 2l 3 2Bl 3 28k OF 24T Y 3 coitad

“And Abi Qilabah said — and he met more than one of the companions of the Messenger of Allah

(sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam): ‘Do not sit with the people of hawa®.” Or he said: (Do not sit with) the

people of disputes, because I verily don’t feel secure from them submerging you in their misguidance

or that they will make some of that which you already know doubtful for you.” (As-Sunnah by
‘Abdullah)

2. Not listening to the arguments of the people of bida’.

‘Abdullah ibn Imam Ahmad — rahimahullah — said:

5 Hawa: Lust, desire, mishuidance. The people of hawa are those who believe in something that contradicts the
guidance of the Messenger (sallAlldhu alayhi wa sallam), from the innovations, opinions, misguidances etc.
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“And two men from the people of hawa entered upon Muhammad ibn Sirvin and said: 'O Abii Bakr,
we will narrate a hadith to you.” He said: ‘No’. They said: “Then we will recite a verse from the Book
of Allah — the Mighty and Majestic — for you.” He said: ‘No. Either you will get up away from me, or
[ will get up (away from you).” He said: So the two men got up and went out. So some of the people
said: ‘O Abii Bakr, what would it harm you if they recited a verse from the Book of Allah the Mighty
and Majestic.” So Muhammad ibn Sirin said: ‘I verily fear that they would recite a verse for me, and
they would distort it and that would be established in my heart.”” (As-Sunnah by ‘Abdullah)
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“And a man from the people of bida’ (innovation) said to Ayyib As-Sakhtiyani: ‘O Abu Bakr, I want

to ask you about a word.” So he turned away while he said with his hand: ‘No, and not even half of a
word.”” (As-Sunnah by ‘Abdullah)

3. Encouraging others not to listen to the arguments of the people of bida’.

‘Abdullah ibn Imam Ahmad - rahimahullah — said:
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“And Ibn Tawiis said to one of his sons while a man from the people of bida" was speaking: ‘O my
son. Put your two fingers in your ears so you cannot hear what he is saying.” Then he said: ’Squeeze,
squeeze.”” (As-Sunnah by “Abdullah)

4. Not answering their greetings.

‘Abdullah ibn Imam Ahmad — rahimahullah — said:
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“My father narrated to me from ‘Aswad ibn ‘Amir, from Ja'far ibn Ziyad, i.e. Al-Ahmar, from
Hamzah Az-Zayyat, from Abii Al-Mukhtar who said: "Dhar® complained over Sa’id ibn Jubayr to
Abii Al-Baktari At-Ta’i and said: 'l passed him by and greeted him, but he did not return my
greeting.” So Abii Al-Baktari mentioned this to Sa’id ibn Jubayr, so Sa’id said: 'Verily this man
follows a new religion every day. No by Allah, I will never speak to him.” (As-Sunnah by
‘Abdullah)

5. Warning against the people of bida” with their names.

‘Abdullah ibn Imam Ahmad — rahimahullah — said:
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"My father narrated to me, from Isma’il, from Ayyiib who said: Sa’id ibn Jubayr said without anyone
asking him or anyone mentioning it to him: 'Do not sit with Talq’, i.e. because he has the opinion of
Al-Murjiah.” (As-Sunnah by ‘Abdullah)

6. Criticizing whoever would sit with them or defends them and even accusing the one
who does for having the same religion as them:

‘Ugbah ibn *Algamah — rahimahullah — said:
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“I was with Artaah ibn Al-Mundhir when some people from the gathering said: ‘What do you say
about a man who sits with the people of Sunnah and mixes with them, but when the people of bida’
are mentioned he says: ‘Leave us from mentioning them, do not mention them’?” So Artaah said: ‘He
is from them (i.e. the people of bida’), do not be confused regarding him.” He said: ‘So I disliked this
from the words of Artaah. Then I came to Al-Awza'i, and he was a pathfinder for these things if they
reached him. So he said: ‘Artaah has spoken the truth. And the (correct) opinion is what he said. That
person forbids to mention them. Then when will they be warned if he doesn’t speak out mentioning
them?” And Al-Awza’t — rahimahullah — said: “If you see him walking with an innovator and he

6 A leader of the Murjiah.
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swears that he does not hold the same opinions as him, then do not believe him.”” (Tarikh Dimashq
by Ibn ’Asakir)

7. Not letting anything soften them up towards the people of bida’.

‘Abdullah ibn Imam Ahmad - rahimahullah — said:
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"Abii Bakr ibn Abii Shaybah narrated to me, from Ishaq ibn Mansiir As-Salili, from Mansiir ibn
Abii Al-Aswad, from Al-"Amash, from Habib who said: "I was with Sa’id ibn Jubayr in a masjid when
we mentioned Dhar in our conversation, so he spoke ill of him. So I said: 'O Abiu "Abdullah. Verily

he only speaks good words about you when he mentions you.” So he said: ‘Do you not see that he is

misguided renewing his religion every day.”” (As-Sunnah by ‘Abdullah)

And this is truly the sign of ikhlds (sincerity) in this issue and that it is exclusively done for
the sake of Allah the Exalted.

8. Becoming insulted if anyone associated them with the people of bida’.

‘Abdullah ibn Imam Ahmad — rahimahullah — said:
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"Abu ‘Umar narrated to me, from Muhamad ibn Abdul-’Aziz ibn Abii Rimzah who said that he
heard ‘Ali ibn Al-Hasan ibn Shaqiq say: A man said to ‘Abdullah ibn Al-Mubarak: 'O people of

Murjiah.” So he said: ’Are you accusing me of a misguidance among the misguidances?’” (As-
Sunnah by ‘Abdullah)

9. Generally hating bida’ in its entirety.

‘Abdullah ibn Imam Ahmad — rahimahullah — said:
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"Suwayd narrated to me, from Muhammad ibn Harb Al-Abrash, from Abii Bakr ibn Abii Maryam,
from Yazid ibn Shurayh, from Abii Idris Al-Khawlani that he used to say: "That I see a fire in the

777

corner of the masjid spreading is more beloved to me than seeing a bid’ah which is not changed.
(As-Sunnah by “Abdullah)

The tawbah of the mubtadi’ (innovator)
The tawbah of the mubtadi’ is different from the tawbah of the Jew or the Christian or the

atheist. Because a person who does not ascribe to Islam, then Allah has made his entering

into Islam the testimony of La ilaha illa Allah Muhammadu Rasilullah and performing the
outwardly obligatory deeds of Islam. But as for the mubtadi’ then he already performs these
things along with bida” and therefore more is required from him in order for his tawbah to

be accepted. The salaf would not accept the tawbah of the mubtadi’ except by the following;:
1. That he acknowledges his mistake.

Allah — the Exalted — said:
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“And other who acknowledged their mistakes. They mixed some good deeds with other
bad deeds. Perhaps Allah will forgive them. Verily Allah is Forgiving and Most Merciful.”
(At-Tawbah 9:102)

Abu Bakr Al-Khallal — rahimahullah — narrates:
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“’Abdullah ibn Ahmad narrated to us and said: My father narrated to me and said: Hushaym
narrated to us and said: Isma’il ibn Salim narrated to us, from Abii Idris — and one time he said Al-
Azdi —who said: ‘Some people among the zanadigah who apostatized from Islam was brought to "Ali
(ibn Abii Talib). Then he asked them (regarding their kufr) but they rejected (having performed it),
and the evidences of righteous people (i.e. witnesses) was established against them.” He said: 'So he
killed them and did not ask them to repent.” He said: ‘And a man who used to be Christian and then

11
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embraces Islam, and then again left Islam was brought to him.” He said: ‘So he asked him (regarding
his kufr) and he acknowledged what he had done. Then he asked him to repent and he left him.” So it
was said to him: "Why did he ask him to repent when he did not ask those (zanadigah) to repent?” He
said: "This man acknowledged what he had done, but these did not acknowledge even when the
evidences was established against them. So due to this he did not ask them to repent.”” (Ahl Al-Milal
war-Riddah by Al-Khallal hadith no. 135)

And it is mentioned in “Adab Ash-Shar’iyyah” vol. 1 page 109:
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“And Ahmad said in the narration of Al-Marriudhi regarding a man against whom it is witnessed

that he has a bid’ah and then he rejects this that he does not have a tawbah. Verily the tawbah is for

the one who acknowledges.”

2. Rectifying what he has caused of damage and clarifying this for the people by showing

his tawbah and previous bida’.

Allah — the Exalted — said:
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“Except those who repent and correct themselves and clarify. These, I will accept their
repentance. And I am the One Who accepts repentance, the Most Merciful.”
(Al-Bagarah 2:160)

Abu Hatim Muhammad ibn Idris — rahimahullah — said:
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“A man from the people of knowledge who had a mistake was mentioned to Abu “Abdullah Ahmad
ibn Hanbal, and that the man had repented from his mistake. So he said: ‘Allah will not accept that
from him until he openly declares his repentance and that he has taken back what he used to say. And
it must verily be known that he said such and such saying (i.e. the mistake) and that he has repented
from that to Allah from his saying and taken it back. Then if this becomes clear from him then it is
accepted.” Then Abui “Abdullah recited: “Except those who repent and correct themselves and
clarify. (Al-Baqarah 2:160)” (Dhayl Tabaqat Al-Hanabilah 1/53)
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3. That his effort in showing his tawbah is equal to the effort he put in his bida’, and if

he had more than one bida’ to show the tawbah for each one.

Al-Hasan ibn Shaqiq — rahimahullah — said:

LB o) I ) s D6 cgiie o s 131U (oni 1B S ogd) 5 it U (o) sl 3 LN ) e LS
ey o gl G oo g n el o Y 1 JU ot
"We were with Ibn Al-Mubarak when a man came to him. So he said to him: "Are you that Jahmi?’

He said: “Yes’. So he said: “When you leave me, then do not come back to me.” So the man said: ‘But

I am repenting.” He said: "No. Not until you show from your tawbah what you have shown from your
bid’ah.”” (Al-Ibanah Al-Kubra 1/147-148)

If he was a mubtadi’ not speaking publicly about his bida’ then there is no need for him to
publicly declare this. But if he was outspoken in his bida’ then he must speak the truth and

clarify in the same places where he has spoken falsehood and called to it.

And Adh-Dhahabi mentioned:

e o ke Be o el b e g pedt L 0 g BT Sl 5 2e i e 1 1A 06
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¢aad) Jo W5 06 U 8 et Juky
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“’Ala ibn "Amr Al-Hanafi said, from Zafir ibn Sulayman (who said): ‘I wanted to perform hajj, so
Al-Hasan ibn Salil7 said to me: If you meet Abii “Abdullah Sufyan Ath-Thawri in Makkah then give
him my greetings, and say that I am one the first issue (i.e. I changed my opinion regarding the
sword).” So I met Sufyan in Tawaf and said: *Verily your brother Al-Hasan ibn Salih is giving you
his greetings and he says: I am on the first issue.” So he said: ‘And what about (the issue of) al-

Jumu’ah?’

I said: He used to leave the Jumu’ah, and would not consider it to be prayed behind the oppressive

rulers, according to his claim. ‘Ubayd ibn Ya'ish (narrated) from Khallad ibn Yazid who said: 'Sufyan

7 The man from the tabi’in which have been mentioned earlier in this text. He was a man of knowledge but he
fell in the bid’ah of allowing the sword against the Muslims and not prayer the Jumu’ah behind a sinning Imam.
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came to me and said: *Al-Hasan ibn Salih along with everything that he has heard of the knowledge
and what he has understood leaves (praying) the Jumu’ah.” Then he got up and left.”

4. That he disassociates from the people of bida” which he previously agreed with.

See what has been mentioned in the previous section.

Note: The mubtadi’ thinks that he is upon hagq while he is adopting some or more aspects in
his religion which contradict the Quran and the Sunnah according to the understanding of
the salaf. It is therefore necessary that he acknowledges that he was mistaken, clarify his
mistake and openly shows his tawbah in order to prove that he now knows that he was not
upon haqq before and that his previous opinions were unacceptable according to the Shar’
(Islamic Law). This serves as a rectifier of himself along with the people he has infected with
his bida” and as a protection of the religion. The people today who ascribe to Islam and
commit shirk at the same time and openly show their shirk are required to go through the
same steps as the innovator due to the similarity between their situations. These mushriktin
ascribing themselves to Islam also think that their misguidance is a part of Islam and
perhaps they invite towards it, and therefore they must acknowledge that they have been
mushrikiin, openly declare their tawbah, disassociate from the people of shirk and invite

towards Tawhid where they have invited towards shirk.

May the peace and abundant blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and

companions, and whoever follows them in goodness until the Day of Judgment.

Abt Hajar
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