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The manhaj of the Salaf regarding the words of the
Sahabah (radiAllahu ‘anhum)

Initis:

The status of the words of the Sahabah (radiAllahu ‘anhum)

The saying of Mujahid that Allah will let
Muhammad (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) sit upon the Throne

The defense of Ibn “Abbas (radiAllahu ‘anhu)
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In the Name of Allah, the Most Merciful the Most Beneficent

On the path towards the pleasure of Allah and His satisfaction, the Muslim must
continuously measure and judge himself whether or not what he believes in and what he
performs is in accordance with the Quran and Sunnah according to the understanding of
the Salaf. This is especially when the follower of the Sunnah has realized that over the years
— from the first blessed generations and until now - the misguided people all have
portrayed and disguised their shirk, kufr, bida” and opinions which oppose what the Salaf

were upon, as being a part of Islam.

So whoever Allah has given a light with which he walks among the people, this person
will be able to recognize and distinguish truth from falsehood, right from wrong and
justice from injustice. And whoever Allah did not give any light, then there will be no light

for him.

In this text we point to an abhorrent injustice which some latecomers invented against the
beloved and respected Companions of the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu “alayhi wa sallam)
— and in this text we specifically focus on Ibn ‘Abbas (radiAllahu ‘anhu) — when they try to
discredit them when they narrate something which opposes their limited understanding,

and that which exposes their lack of submittance to the athar (narrations).

And this way of dealing with knowledge that does not agree with the people’s lusts and
desires have always been used by those who want to invalidate certain narrations. The
Rafidah and whoever hates the Sunnah and the hadith, specifically attack Abu Hurayrah
(radiAllahu ‘anhu) and try to discredit him in order to dismiss his narrations and claim that
whatever he (radiAllahu ‘anhu) narrated is not valid and cannot be taken as evidence. And
with this they do not want to hurt or destroy Abti Hurayrah, rather they wish to hurt and
destroy the message which he narrated, and that is the pure Sunnah from the Messenger of
Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam).

So let people be aware not to fall in the same mistake when it comes to the mufassir
(interpreter of the Quran) and the scholar of this Ummah — Ibn ‘Abbas (radiAllahu ‘anhu) —
by saying that what he narrated and informed about is not to be accepted, simply because
it doesn’t appeal to their personal opinions and desires.
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Establishment: The words of the Sahabah (radiAllahu ‘anhum) are a part of the

Sunnah and are considered as evidence in the religion, and they are preferred

over those who came after them
Imam Ahmad said:
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“The fundamental principles of Sunnah for us are: Adhering to that which the Companions of the

Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) were upon.” (Ustl As-Sunnah)

Ash-Shafi’1 said:

L bad) o B2 & Sy OLS e b oy o Je£Wly 8sdly 0T 3 BE 1 Js) Ol e dlaiy )5 A1 &8T5,
B gy o Ll 193 o (b Lally elagilly el Jilie JoT ¢ oby (23 o 08T g waling oo conday A=Y
L3gh way by Lbye Lo s by Do)y Loy Lolsy Lale BB 0 Jg) 311 L Isaded cade S mslly ogeialny 2

ool = LtV LT o by oy T W 23Ty e Lasialy ode 0 izl Jieg £ 09 oolgzrly ole IS

“And verily did Allah — tabaraka wa ta’ala — praise the Companions of the Messenger of Allah
(sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) in the Quran, the Tawrah and the Injil. And the praise for them has
gone forth on the tongue of the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) which has been
given to no-one after them. So Allah showed them mercy and congratulated them with what He
gave them of this, of reaching the highest degrees of the truthful, the martyrs and the righteous.
They conveyed the Sunan of the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) to us, and they
witnessed it while the revelation was revealed to him. So they knew what the Messenger of Allah
(sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) intended generally, specifically, what was intended and which

guidance was in it. They knew from his Sunnah what we know and what we are ignorant about,

and they are above us in every knowledge, ijtihad, fear and the intellect with which he comprehends

knowledge and with which he derives (judements). And their opinions are more praised to us and

higher prioritized for us that our own opinions for ourselves. And Allah knows best.” (Manaqib
Ash-Shafi'1)

Abu ‘Amr Al-Awza't said:
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"And I advise you to one thing, which verily will remove the doubt from you, and by holding on to
it you will achieve the Straight Path, if Allah — the Exalted — wills: You look into what the

Companions of the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) were upon in this issue. Then

if they differed in it, then take whatever agrees with you from their sayings. In that case you will be

at ease in the issue. And if they agreed in the issue upon one opinion, and no-one among them
deviated from it, then to where is the madhhab that opposes them? Because verily the destruction
lies is disagreeing with them. Because they have verily never agreed upon one issue, and then the
quidance (i.e. truth) has been in something else than it. And verily did Allah — ‘azza wa jalla —
praise those who followed their example, when He said: “And those who followed them in
goodness.” (At-Tawbah 9:100). And be aware of everyone who interprets the Quran to
something else than what they were upon.” (Al-Ibanah Al-Kubra by Ibn Battah 2/254)

Sufyan Ath-Thawrt said:
W ) Lo el e od 0L Olaglt a5 O) Ogdgmn I51S HE B ol O) g2

“It has verily reached me that the companions of Muhammad (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) would
seek refuge from reaching this time, and they had some knowledge which we do not have.” (The
letter from Sufyan Ath-Thawri to “Abbad ibn ‘Abbad)

‘Umar ibn “Abdul-’Aziz said in a letter which he sent to some from the Qadariyyah:

Wiafy G ¢ w5 a5« log o Jo B0 Jots s o 1288 g e 0 o 80 0525 e Dl s
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“Then the Muslims heard it from the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) and they
spoke (about it) in the lifetime of the Messenger of Allah (sall Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) and after his
death based upon certainty, belief and submission to their Lord and while ascribing weakness to
themselves; that there could be something which he did not know about, or he had not written down
and his Qadar had not brought it about. So if you say: ‘Verily Allah said such and such in His
Book” and ‘Did Allah not reveal such and such is His Book?’ (Then I answer to you:) Verily did
they read from it (i.e. the Quran) what you also read, and they knew about its interpretations that
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which you are ignorant about.” (Ash-Shari’ah by Al-Ajurri, Al-Bida” by Ibn Al-Waddah and
others)

Al-Barbahari said:
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“Verily did the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) clarify the Sunnah for his Ummah

and he made it clear for his Companions, and they are the Jama’ah, and they are As-Suwad Al-

A’dham, and As-Suwad Al-A’dham is the truth and its people. So whoever opposes the

Companions of the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) in anything from issues of the
religion then he has committed kufr.” (Sharh As-Sunnah by Al-Barbahar)

Al-Ajurri said:
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"Know — may Allah give us and you success to right guidance in speech and deeds - that the people
of the truth describe Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — with what He described Himself with and with what
His Messenger (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) described him with, and with what the Sahabah
(radiAllahu ‘anhum) described him with. And this is the madhhab of the scholars who followed and
did not invent innovations.” (Ash-Shar?’ah by Al-Ajurri)

So let anyone who prefer anything over the words of the Companions of Muhammad
(sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) revise his manhaj in knowledge, and align it with what the
Salaf were upon. For verily dismissing their words or turning to something else than it is a

blameworthy deed in Islam.
Al-Haytham ibn Jamil said:
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“I said to Malik ibn Anas: ‘O Abu “Abdullah. Verily with us is a people who has written books and
one of them say: ‘(It was narrated) from fulan, from fulan, from ‘Umar ibn Al-Khattab saying this
and this, and (it was narrated) from fulan from Ibrahim saying this’, and then he takes the opinion
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of Ibrahim.” Malik said: "And the opinion of ‘Umar is correct (i.e. the narration is correct) for
them?’ I said: ‘It is verily a narration, just like the opinion of Ibrahim is correct for them.” So Malik
said: ‘These people should be asked to make tawbah, and Allah knows best.”” (I'lam Al-
Mawaqqi'in by Ibn Al-Qayyim)

And Abu ‘Abdullah Al-Qawariri said:
I Celbe S celboe J\.; IJ}E) (s ;;.’\ JL; ) Jjﬁ IJL@) alws .LA’*T .\:—t.e celle J\.; :Jg—)\ 4 JLS.e }7\:,—) I(\.Lg Ju?“T GIY Yo
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“I heard Ahmad discuss with a man when the man said to him: “Ata said.” So Ahmad took his
sandal and said: ‘I say to you: Ibn ‘Umar said, and you say to me: ‘Ata said. Who is ‘Ata?! And
who is his father?!”” (Al-Jami” li-“Ulam Al-Imam Ahmad)

And there is much much more than this which could be narrated regarding the
precedence and knowledge of the Sahabah (radiAllahu ‘anhum), and that the tabi’in and tabi’
tabi’in acquired their status in this religion by being the students of the Sahabah and the

conveyors of their knowledge.

What testifies to this is that Ahlus-Sunnah established many of the Sifat (Attributes) of
Allah based upon a narration from only one Sahabi, and they even affirmed that Allah —
the Exalted — will let Muhammad (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) sit upon the Throne based

upon the narration of a tabi’z, which will be dealt with in the next section.

So it is not allowed to dismiss their words. Rather if they disagreed then it is allowed to
follow either of their sayings, which only testifies to the worth of their words and their

status in this religion.
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The athar (narration) of Mujahid and how the scholars of Sunnah accepted it
Allah - the Exalted - said:
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“And from (a part of) the night, perform the night prayer as a voluntarily act of worship
for you. Perhaps your Lord will resurrect you to Magaman Mahmiidan (a praised
position).” (Al-Isra 17:79)

This verse was interpreted in two different ways.

The first: That the praised position means the shafa’ah (intercession) which the Messenger

of Allah (sallAllahu “alayhi wa sallam) will be given of the Day of Resurrection.

The second: That the praised position means that Allah — the Exalted — will let the
Prophet (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) sit upon His Throne in order to show the people

the high status of the Prophet (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam). And this interpretation is based
upon narrations from Mujahid - rahimahullih — a tabi’t and student of Ibn ‘Abbas
(radiAllahu ‘anhu).

And there is no problem in interpreting this verse with both interpretations.
Ibn Jarir At-Tabari said:
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"And this does not contradict what the ahadith have explained of that the praised position is the
intercession, by the agreement of the aimmah among everyone who ascribes to Islam and claims it.

No-one says that Him letting him sit upon the Throne is rejected, and verily did a group of the
Jahmiyyah reject it.” (Majmu’ Al-Fatawa by Ibn Taymiyyah)

Al-Khallal narrated:
(6 [79 ooy {1542 Gls 38 Sl O 28} el g ed (i ) 2 O 13 Dol s - 268
A o sl

”268 — Harun ibn Ma'riif narrated to us, from Ibn Fudayl, from Layth, from Mujahid (regarding
His words): “Perhaps your Lord will resurrect you to Magaman Mahmiidan (a praised
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position).” (Al-Isral7:79) He said: ‘He will let him sit upon the Throne.”” (Kitab As-Sunnah by
Al-Khallal)

Not only did the scholars of Sunnah accept this narration and narrate it, rather they also
accused the one who rejected it in his Islam, and of being a jahmi. And the narrations
regarding this fact are many, but a few has been chosen in order for this text not to be too

long.
Al-Khallal narrated:
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”253 — And I heard Abii Bakr ibn Sadagah say: Abu Al-Qasim ibn Al-Jabali narrated to us, from

Ibrahim Az-Zuhrt who said: I heard Hariin ibn Ma'riif say: ‘No-one rejects the hadith of Ibn
Fudayl, from Layth, from Mujahid except the Jahmiyyah.”” (Kitab As-Sunnah by Al-Khallal)

Ibn “Umayr said:
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“I heard Ahmad ibn Hanbal while he was asked about the hadith of Mujahid (that states) that He
will let Muhammad sit upon the Throne. So he said: “Verily did the scholars receive it with accept,

(and) we submit to the information in the way it was narrated.”” (Ibtal At-Tawilat by Abti Ya'la)
Al-Khallal narrated:
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"279 — Abdullah (i.e. ibn Ahmad ibn Hanbal) said: ‘I heard this hadith from a group (of the
scholars) and 1 did not see anyone among the people of hadith reject it. And with us in the time
when it was narrated there were mashayikh (pl. shaykh) (who said) that this hadith was verily
rejected by the Jahmiyyah. And I reject everyone who rejects this hadith, and he is making

accusations against the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam).”” (Kitab As-Sunnah
by Al-Khallal)
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Al-Khallal also narrated:
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"267 — Abii Bakr Yahya ibn Abi Talib said: “I do not know this foreign jahmi, nor do we know him
with any muhaddith (narrator of hadith), nor among any of our brothers. And I do not know
anyone who rejected the hadith of Mujahid: “That He will let Muhammad (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam) sit upon the Throne.” The people narrated it from Ibn Fudayl, from Layth, from Mujahid.
And the trustworthy narrators of hadith carried it, and they narrated it in front of the people. And
they did not refrain from doing so (and) they received it with accept and pleasure. And according to
me then what I have been aware of for sixty years is that by Allah, I know no-one who rejected it.
And no-one rejects it except every dirty jahmi mubtadi’ (innovator), who invites to the opposite of
what our ashyakh (pl. shaykh) and our aimmah (leaders) have been upon. May Allah hasten his
punishment and expel him from among us. For he is verily a trial for whoever is tested through
him. So all praise is due to Allah who turned away from us that which he has tested him with and
for what we have (of guidance). And all praise is due to Allah for that we believe in the hadith of
Mugjahid, and that we mention it according to how it was narrated.”” (Kitab As-Sunnah by Al-
Khallal)

Al-Ajurri said:
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“Chapter: The mention of what Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — made specific for the Prophet of praised
position on the Resurrection:

10



J/AL-AQEEDAH 5 /45)) Tawakkul
Sy

Regarding the hadith of Mujahid: ‘That He will let him sit with Him upon the Throne.” Then the
shuyiikh from the people of knowledge and the narrators of the hadith of the Messenger of Allah
(sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) verily received it with the best receipt, and they accepted it with the
best acceptance. And they did not reject it, rather they rejected those who rejected the hadith of
Mujahid with a severe rejection. And they said: ‘Whoever rejects the hadith of Mujahid he is a bad

7

man.

I said: So our madhab — and all praise is due to Allah — is the acceptance of what we outlined in this
issue of that which we have already mentioned. And the acceptance of the hadith of Mujahid and
leaving the opposition and the discussion regarding its rejection®. And Allah is the One who gives

success to every guidance and the One who helps in it.” (Ash-SharT’ah by Al-Ajurri)

And all these sayings show how the scholars would make the acceptance and the
narration of the Salaf a condition for accepting the information. So what they accepted,
then no-one had the right to reject it, and whatever they rejected then only a misguided

innovator would accept it.

Furthermore the rejection of the narration of Mujahid for them was considered an attack of
Ibn ‘Abbas (radiAllahu ‘anhu) because Mujahid was a student of Ibn “‘Abbas and he learned
the tafsir from him.

Muyjahid himself said:
¢ LIS Gty &0 L LT T 8 e T e 06 oy B 0T B
“I presented the complete Quran to Ibn ‘Abbas three times, where I stopped him at every verse

asking him regarding what, it was revealed and how it was?” (Hilyah Al-Awliya by Abu
Nu'aym)

So the dismissal of the words of Mujahid in reality is either accusing him of lying, or a
dismissal of the words of Ibn ‘Abbas (radiAllahu ‘anhu) which in reality is the dismissal of

the words of the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam).

! Some said that Allah will let the Prophet (sall Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) sit upon the Throne, while other used
the wording that Allah — the Exalted - will let the Prophet (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) sit with Him upon the
Throne. Both wordings are accepted by the Salaf.

2 This means not to discuss with those who reject it. And this is the way of the Salaf. They would leave
discussions, arguing and debate. The truth is presented, and whoever wants to accept it may accept, and
whoever wants to leave it can do so.

11
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Hartin ibn Ma'ruf — who was one of the teachers of Imam Ahmad - said regarding the one

who rejects the narration of Mujahid:
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“Muhammad ibn Fudayl narrated to us, from Layth, from Mujahid regarding Allah’s — tabaraka
wa ta’ala — words: “Perhaps your Lord will resurrect you to Magaman Mahmiidan (a
praised position).” He said: "He will let him sit upon the Throne.” So it reached me that a deviant
group of ignorant people rejected this. So I looked into his rejection: If he intended (to discredit)
Mujahid, then he intended (to discredit) Ibn ‘Abbas. And if he intended (to discredit) Ibn ‘Abbas
then he has verily rejected the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam). And if the
rejection is against the Messenger of Allah, then he is kafir billah (disbeliver in Allah).” (As-
Sunnah by Al-Khallal)

These are strong words which the reader should have in mind when he reads the next
section of this text. Because if these are the words regarding the one who rejects the words
of the student of Ibn ‘Abbas (radiAllahu ‘anhu), then how about the one who rejects the
words of Ibn “Abbas himself?!

And whoever wants to read more about the issue of Allah letting the Prophet (sallAllahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) sit upon the Throne, can return to the risalah “Kitab Al-Maqam Al-
Mahmiud war-Radd ‘ala man radda hadith Mujahid” by Abt Bakr Al-Marradhi.

12
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The accusation and injustice against Ibn “Abbas (radiAllahu ‘anhu)

Currently the issue of the shape of the earth is being discussed among the Muslims on
social media and elsewhere (and this issue is not the topic of this text). And when
someone presented the following words of Ibn “Abbas (radiAllahu ‘anhu) the catastrophes

started to emerge.

Allah - the Exalted — said:
Oojlis s NP

“Nun. And the pen and what they inscribe.” (Al-Qalam 68:1)

Ibn "Abbas (radiAllahu ‘anhu) said in his tafsir of this verse:
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“The first thing Allah created was the pen. And it wrote what is going to be (or exist). Then the
smoke from the water rose up, and the heavens were created from it. Then He created the Niin (i.e.
the whale) and the earth was spread out upon the back of the Niin, and the earth moved and shook.
Then it was made steady by the mountains, and verily the mountains boast to the earth (over this).
He (i.e. the narrator) said: And he (i.e. Ibn ‘Abbas) recited: “Nun. And the pen and what they

"

inscribe.

This was narrated by ‘Abdur-Razzaq in his “Tafsir (2/307)” and Ibn Abi Shaybah (14/101)
and Ibn Abi Hatim. And likewise it is in the tafsir of Ibn Kathir (8/210) and At-Tabari in
“Jami” Al-Bayan (23/140)”, and Al-Hakim in “Al-Mustadrak (2/540) and many others. All
of them narrate it by way of Al-A’mash, from Abt Dhabyan Husayn ibn Jundub, from Ibn
‘Abbas. And the isnad (chain of narration) is sahih (correct). Al-Hakim said: “This is a sahih
hadith according to the two shaykhs (i.e. Al-Bukhari and Muslim) and they did not narrate it.”
And Adh-Dhahabi said in “At-Talkhis”: “It is (correct) according to the conditions of Al-
Bukhart and Muslim.” Just as this was narrated from Mujahid, Muqatil, As-Suddi and Al-
Kalbi. And see “Ad-Dar Al-Manthur (8/240)” and “Tafsir ibn Kathir (8/185)” in the
beginning of the tafsir of Surah Al-Qalam.

And this narration obviously opposes much of the information which people believe in

today regarding the earth and the creation, so instead of accepting it some turned to

13
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dismissing it by the claim that Ibn “‘Abbas (radiAllahu ‘anhu) had this information from
Banu Israil — i.e. that it is based upon Israiiliyyat — and thus it is not taken into

consideration, while other claims that the narration is odd or strange in order to dismiss
the words of Ibn “Abbas (radiAllahu ‘anhu).

But far away is this claim from the manhaj of the Salaf. And the follower of the Sunnah and
the believer in the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) stubbornly refuses to

accept such a claim.

First of all in order to make such a claim, the claimer must have a predecessor from the
Salaf in this. It is under no circumstances allowed for anyone today to dismiss something
which the Salaf chose to accept and narrate, and thereby say that he knows better about the
religion than they did.

Therenext, if anyone today can claim that the narrations which the Salaf narrated with
acceptance can be dismissed, then to where goes the border? Is it then every time
something is not in agreement with what we ourselves believe in, or it opposes our lust
and desires then we reject, distort or dismiss? Verily this is the way of the Jews by the Text
of the Quran. Verily Allah — the Exalted — says:
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"Is it every time a messenger comes to you with something which your souls do not
desire then you become arrogant? So a group of them you rejected and a group you

kill.” (Al-Baqgarah 2:87)

And this claim — by the permission of Allah — will be refuted through several points that
leave no doubt whatsoever for the reader, that what is correctly narrated from Ibn “Abbas

is not allowed to dismiss under any claim, excuse or explanation.

1. The Prophet (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) informed the Sahabah (radiAllahu
‘anhum) about these types of issues, such as the reality of the creation.

‘Umar ibn Al-Khattab (radiAllahu ‘anhu) said:
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"The Prophet (sallAllahu “alayhi wa sallam) stood up among us on one occasion. Then he informed
us about the beginning of the creation and until the people of Paradise will enter their abodes and
the people of the fire will enter their abodes. Then whoever remembered this remembered it and
whoever forgot it forgot it.” (Sahih Al-Bukhar)

And Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri (radiAllahu “anhu) said:
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"The Prophet (sallAllahu ’alayhi wa sallam) prayed the afternoon prayer with us in the day, then
the stood up and gave a speech. And he did not leave anything of what exists until the

establishment of the Hour except that he informed us about it. Then whoever remembered this

remembered it and whoever forgot it forgot it.” (At-Tirmidhi — hasan sahih)

So the basic standpoint is that whatever Ibn ‘Abbas (radiAllahu ‘anhu) said, then this is
from the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam).

2. The du’a of the Prophet (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) for Ibn “Abbas

Ibn ‘Abbas (radiAllahu ‘anhu) said:
o0 8 23l J 5T s 50y o5 10 sy W Ealgd Y a5 oy et Lo 2

"That the Prophet (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) entered the khala’, so 1 put water for
him to perform the wudi with. He said: “Who put this?’ So he was informed. Then he said:
‘O Allah give him understanding in the religion.”” (Sahih Al-Bukhari)

And in a version from Imam Ahmad:
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“"That the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) was in the house of
Maymiinah, so I placed some water to perform the wudii with in the night. He said: So
Maymiinah said: ‘O Messenger of Allah, ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbds has put this for you.” So he

3 An empty space used as lavatory.
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said: ‘O Allah, give him understanding in the religion and teach him the interpretations
(of the Quran).”” (Musnad Ahmad - sahih isnad)

3. The source of the knowledge of Ibn "Abbas

First of all Ibn “Abbas was always close to the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam) and this increased even more when the Prophet (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)
married Maymunah bint Harith, because she was the maternal aunt of Ibn “Abbas, which

enabled him to come into the house of the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam).
Furthermore he took his knowledge from the Sahabah (radiAllahu ‘anhum).

Ibn Kathir gathered some narrations regarding Ibn ‘Abbas (radiAllahu ‘anhu):
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“And Ahmad said: ‘From ‘Abdur-Razzaq, from Ma'mar who said: Most of the knowledge of Ibn
"Abbas is from three (persons). From ‘Umar, ‘Ali and Ubay ibn Ka'b.” And Tawis said: From Ibn
"Abbas that he said: ‘I used to ask about one issue thirty of the Companions of the Messenger of
Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam).” And Al-Mughirah said: From Ash-Sha’bi who said: ‘It was
said to Ibn ‘Abbas: How did you acquire this knowledge? He said: With a tongue that asks a lot and
a wise heart.” And it is narrated from ‘Umar ibn Al-Khattab that he used to have Ibn "Abbas sit
with the elders among the Sahabah, and he would say: ‘What a good interpreter of the Quran
‘Abdullah ibn "Abbas is.” And he used to say when he would come: ‘Here comes the boy of maturity,
who has a tongue that asks a lot and a wise heart.” And it is narrated in the Sahih that ‘Umar asked
the Sahabah regarding the tafsir of “When the victory of Allah comes, and the opening.” So
some were quiet and other gave answers which ‘Umar was not pleased with. Then he asked Ibn
‘Abbas regarding it so he said: “The death of the Messenger of Allah was declared him.” So he (i.e.

‘Umar) said: ‘I do not know about it, except that which you know.” And by this ‘Umar wanted to
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establish with them his (i.e. Ibn ‘Abbas) high status and his lofty degree in knowledge and
understanding.” (Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah)

Ubay ibn Ka'b (radiAllahu ‘anhu) said regarding Ibn ‘Abbas while he was with him:
o) (3 aginy Of = HE — A sy les Wy . Legdy D )l ¢ @Y1 odin i 05 1s

“This one will be the scholar of this Ummabh. I see (in him) intellect and understanding. And verily
did the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) make du’a for him that (Allah) gives him
understanding in the religion.” (Siyar Al-A’lam An-Nubala by Adh-Dhahabi)

Sa’id ibn Jubayr said:
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“And no-one reached the level of Ibn "Abbas in understanding and tafsir. And they used to say:
‘The ocean* narrated to us’, and by that they meant Ibn *Abbas. And he died in At-Taif. So Ibn Al-
Hanafiyyah raised a tent upon his grave and said: “Today a scholar of the Lord died.”” (Al-Irshad fi
Ma’rifah ‘Ulama Al-Hadith)

Al-Hasan Al-Basri said:
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"That Ibn "Abbas was on a special level in Islam. And Ibn ‘Abbas was on a special level with
regards to the Quran. He said: And he used to stand on this pulpit of ours and then recite Al-
Bagarah and Alu ‘Imran, and then interpret them verse for verse.” (Mukhtasar Tarikh Dimashq
by Ibn Mandhur)

4. He himself forbade seeking knowledge from Ahlul-Kitab (the people of the Book)

Ibn "Abbas (radiAllahu ‘anhu) said in a khutbah:

4 Due to his vast amount of knowledge.
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“O gathering of Muslims. How do you ask the people of the Book, while your Book which was
revealed to His Prophet (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) is the latest information about Allah. You
read it and it has not been distorted. And verily did Allah narrate to you that the people of the Book
changed what Allah wrote and they altered the Book with their hands. Then they said: “This is from
Allah’, in order for them to sell it for a cheap price. Did that which reached you of knowledge not
prohibit you from asking them. And verily by Allah, we never saw any man among them ask you

regarding that which was revealed to you.” (Sahih Al-Bukhari)

5. The Salaf accepted this narration and narrated it in their tafasir, and they did not

dismiss it as being from Isratiliyyat, as being strange or opposing other narrations.

Among that which is mentioned in Tafsir Ad-Dar Al-Manthdr is:
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"And Ibn Jarir, At-Tabarani and Ibn Mardiuyah narrated from Ibn ‘Abbas who said: The
Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: ‘Verily the first Allah created was the pen
and the whale. He said: "Write.” It said: "What should I write?” He said: ‘Everything which will be

until the Day of Resurrection.” Then he recited: “Nun. And the pen and what they inscribe.”
So the Niun is the whale, and the qalam is the pen.””
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"And 'Abd ibn Humayd and Ibn Al-Mundhir narrated from Ibn Jurayj regarding His words:
“Nun.” He said: ‘It is the whale upon which the earth is.””
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"And "Abd ibn Humayd and Ibn Al-Mundhir narrated from Mujahid who said: ‘Nun: is the whale
which is beneath the seventh earth. And the qalam is that which the dhikr is written down with.”
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Ibn Abi Hatim narrated in his tafsir of the verse:
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"From Ibn ‘Abbas who said: ‘The first thing Allah created was the pen. Then He said to it: ‘Write.’
So it said: ‘O my Lord, what should I write.” He said: ‘Write Al-Qadar.” So it wrote that day what
will be until the Hour is established. Then the book was folded and the pen was lifted. And His
Throne was upon the water. Then the smoke from the water emerged and the heavens were made
from it. Then He created the light and the earth was spread out over it. And the earth is upon the
back of the Niin (whale). Then the whale shivered so the earth shook. Then it was made firm with
mountains. And verily do the mountains boast to the earth (over this) until the Day of

”wrr

Resurrection.” Then Ibn “Abbas recited: “Niuin. And the pen and what they inscribe.

And ‘Abdur-Razzaq narrated a similar narration in his fafsir, and also Al-Hakim narrated
it in his “Mustadrak ‘ala As-Sahthayn”.

At-Tabari mentioned it in his tafsir of the first verse in Surah Al-Qalam and said:
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“The people of interpretation differed regarding the interpretation of His words: “Niuin”. So some of

them said: ‘It is the whale upon which the (seven) earths are upon.”

Then he mentioned the narration from Ibn “Abbas — which have already been mentioned —

and then he also mentioned:
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“Muhammad ibn ‘Amr narrated to us and said: Abii ‘Asim narrated to us and said: ‘Isa narrated to

us and Al-Harith (also) narrated to me (and said): Al-Hasan narrated to us and said: Warqa

narrated to us — all of them from Abu Najith — that Ibrahim ibn Abii Bakr informed him from
Mujahid who said: ‘It used to be said that An-Niin is the whale which is under the seventh earth.””
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And Al-Baghawi said in his tafsir of the meaning of Nin:
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“They differed regarding it, so Ibn ‘Abbas said: ‘It is the whale upon whose back the earth is. And
this is the opinion of Mujahid, Mugqatil, As-Suddi and Al-Kalbi.

And Abu Dhabyan narrated from Ibn “Abbas who said: ‘The first thing Allah created was the pen.
And it wrote what is going to be (or exist). Then He created the Niin (i.e. the whale) and the earth
was spread out upon the back of the Niin, so the Niin moved and the earth shook. Then it was made
steady by the mountains, and verily the mountains boast to the earth (over this).” Then he recited:

“Nun. And the pen and what they inscribe.”

And they differed regarding its (i.e. the whale) name. So Al-Kalbi and Mugqatil said: ‘Its name is
Yambhiit. And Al-Wagidi said: ‘Luyithd.” And Ka’b said: ‘Luwitha.” And from ‘Ali: ‘Its name is
Balhawth.””

So they might have differed whether or not Nin means the whale, but none of them
dismissed the narration as being from Israiiliyyat, or rejected its meaning or called it

strange.

So whoever came after the three praised generations, and he chooses to dismiss some of
the knowledge which they acknowledged and narrated, then his dismissal is not taken
into consideration, rather this is considered a fault in his beliefs and in his submission to

the religion.
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The words of the Salaf are the scale for accepting and rejecting the words of

the latecomer, and NOT the other way around

The manhaj of the Salaf is a manhaj of following and submission. If there exist a hadith
from the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) or a narration from the Sahabah
(radiAllahu ‘anhum) then it is upon you to adhere to it and believe in it without distorting it
or dismissing it. Wherever they disagreed it is allowed for you to take one of their
opinions, and wherever they agreed it is not allowed for you to exceed their agreement

even by one step.

This religion has been completed in the lifetime of the Messenger (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam) and Allah chose and praised the first generations for preserving and conveying the
risalah of Muhammad (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) to the rest of us. We will never reach

their level, we will never achieve their knowledge and we will never attain their merits.

The Sahabah (radiAllahu ‘anhum) has surpassed the rest of this Ummah by a length no-one
will ever be able to catch up. So we must know our place in this religion as followers of the
religion they conveyed to us, and not consider ourselves those who are reviewing what
they brought in order to decide whether or not it is acceptable. Far far away is this from
the way of the Salaf.

Do you claim to be a follower of the Salaf, then do as they did. Stop at the correct narration
and believe in it without hesitating. And know that your religion will never be healthy
and correct until you prefer the three praised generations (Sahabah, tabi’iin and tabi’ tabi’in)
over anyone else as the source of your knowledge, and make them the scale of what is
right and wrong from everything which came after them, and not the other way around.
It is not the latecomers who came to correct where the three praised generations made
mistakes, rather it is the three praised generations that teach us where the latecomers
made mistakes. And whoever came after the Salaf and blames them in what they narrated

or believed in, then he is the one to be blamed, for they knew what we do not know.

One of the biggest reasons of misguidance today is letting the words of the latecomers be
the scale for the acceptance of the words of the Salaf. So whatever the latecomers approved
of from the words and beliefs of the Salaf, then it is approved of and accepted, and
whatever the latecomers did not believe or accept from the words and beliefs of the Salaf,
then this is not approved of and accepted. Rather the manhaj of the Salaf and the Sunnah in
and of itself is the exact opposite.

Al-Barbahari said:
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“So look to — may Allah have mercy upon you — everyone whose words you listen to specifically
from the people of your time. Do not hasten and do not believe in anything until you ask and look;
did anyone from the Companions of the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) speak about this, or
anyone from the scholars (of the Salaf)? Then if you find an athar (narration) regarding it from
them, then hold on to it and do not deviate from it for anything, and do not chose anything over it,
so you (if you do that) would fall in the fire.” (Sharh As-

So the follower of the manhaj of the Salaf puts everyone in their right place and remembers
who was given the stamp of approval by Allah and His Messenger (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa

sallam) and who was not.

The Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) said:
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“The best people are those of my generation, then those who come after them, then those
who come after them.” (Sahih Al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim)

May the peace and abundant blessings of Allah be upon Muhammad, his family, his

Companions and those who follow them in goodness until the Day of Resurrection. Amin.

Abu Hajar
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