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The sinning Muwahhid 

In the Name of Allāh the Most Merciful the Most Beneficent. 

In this time where the Tawhīd of Allāh has started to spread among the people, there are 

some people who claim to accept Tawhīd and follow it. But their claim resembles a hollow 

shell that carries no substance to it. They have learned what the meaning of Lā ilāha illa 

Allāh is; rejecting tāghūt and believing in Allāh. And besides this simple acquaintance with 

the words describing the two pillars of Tawhīd, there is not much more to their Islām. 

Due to this you can find people ascribing themselves to Tawhīd indulging in sin upon sin, 

being ignorant of even the most basic things in religion even though they have accepted the 

religion many years ago, speaking about the religion with absolutely no knowledge or 

evidence, not seeming to fear that Allāh might take away from them the blessing of Islām 

and in general not seeming to care for improving their current situation. 

And when you rebuke them or advise them they will say: Yes I know, but I did not commit 

shirk. And this is their cover with which they try to hide their nifāq, their evil souls and their 

dead hearts.  

It is a time where you find people who claim to be muwahhidūn lying, cheating, stealing, 

betraying trusts, slandering others, backbiting, giving false testimonies, making clear 

injustice, listening to music, committing zinā, being homosexual, women not covering their 

awrah, men shaving their beard, spending time with kuffār, spending time in places of 

forbidden things, staying away from Muslims, letting their kids indulge in harām activities 

and deeds, and every catastrophe and sin which only hardens and blackens the heart. 

Even worse is, that many of them – who has indulged in their corruption for some time, and 

their heart no longer feel regret, pain of sorrow for their sins – have listened and accepted 

the arguments of Shaytān – may the curse of Allāh be upon him – who justifies their 

misguidance for them and he reassures them saying: “Don’t worry. These things will not take 

you out of Islām. They are only sins and Allāh forgives all sins.” 

And so they wander upon the path of destruction, well-knowing that what they are doing 

is wrong but not making an effort to change themselves. All this because they have bought 

the explanation of the Shaytān and convinced themselves: “As long as I do not commit shirk 

everything will be fine.” 
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So Tawhīd for them – instead of being the biggest of all blessings from Allāh which increases 

them in gratitude, humility and submission to Allāh – has become their free pass out of the 

consequences of their corrupt lifestyle. Or so they think, but the evidences speak another 

story!! 

It is well-known that no-one is protected from kufr and everyone can fall in kufr after having 

accepted Islām. But what these people don’t seem to realize is the effect of sins upon īmān, 

and that bad deeds might lead to Allāh taking away the blessing of Islām after He – the 

Exalted – has bestowed it upon a person. 

It is narrated from Abū Hurayrah (radiAllāhu ‘anhu) who said, that the Messenger of Allāh 

(sallAllāhu alayhi wa sallam) said: 

ََََّّ ََ ْعُلَو قَ ْلَبُه ، َوُهَو َفِإَذا ُهَو نَ زََع َواْستَ ْغَفَر َوََتَب ُسِقَل قَ ْلُبُه ، وَ ِإنَّ الَعْبَد ِإَذا َأْخطََأ َخِطيَئًة ُنِكَتْت ِف قَ ْلِبِه ُنْكَتٌة َسْوَداُء ،  د  ََ ِِدَد ِفي ََدَد  ِإْن 
َََلى قُ ُلوِِبِْم َمد َكدنُوا َدْكِسُبونَ  ُ ) َكالَّ َبْل رَاَن   ) الرَّاُن الَِّذي ذََكَر اَّللَّ

”Verily the slave when he commits a sin, a black spot appears on his heart. Then if he 

refrains from it, asks for forgiveness and repents then his heart is washed clean. And if he 

returns to it then it (i.e. the spot) increases until it overpowers it. And this is the Rān 

(covering) which Allāh mentions: “No. Rather what they have earned (of wrongdoing) has 

covered their hearts.” (Al-Mutaffifīn 83:14)” (Narrated by At-Tirmidhī and he said: hasan 

sahīh) 

At-Tabarī – rahimahullāh – mentions in his tafsīr of the mentioned verse from Surah Al-

Mutaffifīn: 

َََلى قُ لُ  ََْن قَ َتدَدَة ، قَ ْولُهُ : ) َكالَّ َبْل رَاَن  ثَ َند ِبْشٌر ، قَدَل : ثَ َند دَزِدُد ، قَدَل : ثَ َند َسِعيٌد ،  ََْمدُل السُّوِء ، َأْي َواَّللَِّ  وِِبِمْ ََدَّ َمد َكدنُوا َدْكِسُبوَن ( َأ
ََََّّ َمدَت  َََلى َذْنٍب  َََلى َذْنٍب ، َوَذْنٌب   قَ ْلُبُه َواْسَودَّ . َذْنٌب 

“Bishr narrated to us, from Yazīd who said: from Sa’īd, from Qatādah (regarding) His words: “No. 

Rather what they have earned (of wrongdoing) has covered their hearts.” ‘(This is) bad 

deeds, which means by Allāh sin upon sin, and sin upon sin until his heart dies and becomes black.’ 

ََْن قَ َتدَدَة ، ِف قَ ْوِلِه : ) َكالَّ بَ  ََْن َمْعَمٍر ،  ََْلى ، قَدَل : ثَ َند اْبُن ثَ ْوٍر ،  ََْبِد اْْلَ ثَ َند اْبُن  ََلَ ََدَّ ْنِب ْل رَاَن  َََلى الذَّ ْنُب  ى قُ ُلوِِبِْم ( قَدَل : َهَذا الذَّ
ََََّّ دَ  َََلى اْلَقْلِب فَ َيْسَودَّ . ،   رِدَن 
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Ibn ‘Abdul-A’lā narrated to us and said: from Ibn Thawr, from Ma’mar, from Qatādah regarding 

His words: “No. Rather what they have earned (of wrongdoing) has covered their hearts.” 

He said: ‘This is sin upon sin until it overpowers the heart so it becomes black.’ 

َََلى َِْدٍد ، ِف قَ ْوِلِه : ) َكالَّ َبْل رَاَن  َثِِن دُوُنُس ، قَدَل : َأْخََبَََن اْبُن َوْهٍب ، قَدَل : قَدَل اْبُن  َََلى قُ ُلوِِبِْم ُذنُوُِبُْم ، َفاَل قُ ُلوِبِِ  ََدَّ َََلَب  ْم ( قَدَل : 
د ََ د َخْْيٌ .  ََيُْلُص إِلَي ْ ََ  َمَع

Yūnus narrated to me and said: Ibn Wahb narrated to us and said: Ibn Zayd said regarding His 

words: “No. Rather what they have earned (of wrongdoing) has covered their hearts.” He 

said: ‘Their sins overpowered their hearts, so this results in nothing good along with this.’ 

ََلَ  ََْن ُُمَدِهٍد ، ِف قَ ْوِلِه : ) َكالَّ َبْل رَاَن  ََْن َمْنُصوٍر ،  ثَ َند اْبُن ُُحَْيٍد ، قَدَل : ثَ َند َجرِدٌر ،  ْم َمد َكدنُوا َدْكِسُبوَن ( قَدَل : الرَُّجُل دُْذِنُب ى قُ ُلوِبِِ ََدَّ
ْنَب ، فَ ُيِحيُط الذَّ  َََلْيِه . قَدَل ُُمَدِهٌد : َوِهَي ِمْثُل اْْلدَِة الَِِّت ِف ُسورَِة اْلبَ َقرَةِ الذَّ نُوُب  ََََّّ ََ ْغَشى الذُّ دَطْت  ) ْنُب ِبَقْلِبِه  ََ بَ َلى َمْن َكَسَب َسيِ َئًة َوَأ

د َخدلُِدوَن ( . ََ  ِبِه َخِطيئَ ُتهُ َفأُولَِئَك َأْصَحدُب النَّدِر ُهْم ِفي

Ibn Humayd narrated to us, from Jarīr, from Mansūr, from Mujāhid regarding His words: “No. 

Rather what they have earned (of wrongdoing) has covered their hearts.” He said: ‘A man 

commits a sin and then the sin surrounds his heart until the sins envelops him.’ Mujāhid said: ‘And 

this is like the verse in Surah Al-Baqarah: “Yes. Whoever earns evil and his sin has surrounded 

him, they are inhabitants of the Fire. They will remain therein forever.” (Al-Baqarah 

2:81)” (At-Tafsīr) 

Ibn Al-Qayyim – rahimahullāh – said regarding the effect of many sins upon the heart: 

الذنوب إذا َكدثرت : طُبع َلى قلب صدَبَد ، فكدن من الغدفلني ، كمد قدل بعض السلف ِف قوله َعدىل ) كال بل ران َلى قلوِبم مد  
ن قدل : وأصل هذا أكدنوا دكسبون ( قدل : هو الذنب بعد الذنب ، وقدل احلسن : هو الذنب َلى الذنب ََّ دعمي القلب ، ََّ 

ِادت : َلب الصدأ ََّ دصْي راَنً ، مث دغلب ََّ دصْي طْبعدً ، وقفالً ، وختمدً ، فيصْي القلب ِف َشد ة و القلب دصدأ من املعصية ، فدذا 
الف ، فدذا َصل له ذلك بعد اهلدى والبصْية : انتكس ، فصدر أَاله أسفله ، فحينئذ دتواله َدوه ، ودسوقه َيث أراد  . َو

”If the sins become many then the heart of the one who commits them is sealed and he becomes among 

the ghāfilūn (inattentive, heedless, careless), just like some of the Salaf said regarding His – the 

Exalted - words: “No. Rather what they have earned (of wrongdoing) has covered their 

hearts.” He said: ‘This is sin after sin.’ And Al-Hasan said: ‘This is sin upon sin until the heart 

becomes blind.’ Until he said: ‘And the foundation for this is that the heart becomes rusty from sins, 

and then if they become many then the rust overcomes until it becomes a cover, then it overcomes 

until it becomes a seal and a lock and a stamp. So the heart becomes in a cover and encasement. And 
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when this happens after the guidance and insight it relapses, so the highest of it becomes its lowest, 

and then his enemy takes command over him and leads him to wherever he wants.” (Al-Jawāb Al-

Kāfī p. 139) 

And it is narrated from Hudhayfah ibn Al-Yamān (radiAllāhu ’anhu), that the Messenger of 

Allāh (sallAllāhu alayhi wa sallam) said: 

َُوًدا ، فََأيُّ قَ ْلٍب أُْشرَِِبَد نُِكَت ِفيِه نُْكَتٌة َسْوَداُء ، َُوًدا  َََلى اْلُقُلوِب َكدحلَِْصِْي  َأيُّ قَ ْلٍب أَْنَكَرَهد نُِكَت ِفيِه وَ  َُ ْعَرُض اْلِفََتُ 
َََلى أَبْ َيَض ِمْثِل الصََّفد َفاَل  َََلى قَ ْلَبنْيِ :  ََََّّ ََِصَْي  َنٌة َمد َداَمْت السََّمدَواُت َواْْلَْرُض ، َواْْلَخُر أَْسَوُد  ََُضرُُّه ِفت ْ نُْكَتٌة بَ ْيَضدُء ، 

ًيد اَل دَ ْعِرُف َمْعُروفًد َواَل دُ ْنِكُر ُمْنَكرًا ِإالَّ َمد أُْشِرَب ِمْن َهَواهُ   .ُمْرََبدًّا َكدْلُكوِِ ُُمَخِ 

”Temptations will be presented to the hearts as reed mat is woven stick by stick (i.e. again 

and again) and any heart which is impregnated by them will have a black mark put on it, 

but any heart which rejects them will have a white mark put on it. The result is that there 

will become two types of hearts: one white like a white stone which will not be harmed by 

any temptation, as long as the heavens and the earth exist; and the other black and dust-

colored like a vessel which is upset, not recognizing what is good or rejecting what is evil, 

except what is according to his desires.” (Sahīh Muslim) 

In the explanation of the hadīth it is mentioned that Al-Qādī ‘Iyyād – rahimahullāh – said: 

 . شبَّه القلب الذى ال دعي خْياً : َبلكِو املنحرف الذي ال دثبت املدء فيه

”He (sallAllāhu alayhi wa sallam) likened the heart that is not attentive towards good, with a crooked 

cup in which the water does not remain.” 

And it was also mentioned that Muhammad ibn Ismā’īl Al-Asbahānī – rahimahullāh – said: 

ِال د : ظلمٌة ، وإذا صدر كذلك : افُتَتمعىن احلددث : أن الرجل إذا َبع هواه ، واَركب املعدصي : دخل قلَبه بكل معصية دتعدطده   ، و
 . َنه نور اإلسالم ، والقلب مثل الكِو ، فإذا انكب : انصب مد فيه ، ومل ددخله شيء بعد ذلك

”The meaning of the hadīth is: That a man if he follows his desires and commits sins, then for every 

sin which he commits a darkness enters his heart. Then when it is like this, he is tested and the light 

of Islām disappears from him. And the heart is like a cup. If it is spilt then what it contains pours out 

and nothing can enter it after that.” (Sharh Sahīh Muslim) 

And Ibn Al-Qayyim – rahimahullāh – said in his explanation of this hadīth: 
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 دزال فال وداء،س نكتة فيه فتنكت املدء السفنج دشرب كمد  أشرِبد، فتنة َليه َرضت إذا قلب :قسمني إىل َليَد َرضَد َند القلوب وقسم
 من له َرض كسوانت اسود فإذا منكوسد، مكبوَب أي" ُمخيد كدلكِو" قوله معىن وهو ودنتكس، دسود ََّ َليه َعرض فتنة كل  دشرب
 استحكم ورمبد منكرا، دنكر وال معروفد، دعرف فال َبملنكر، َليه املعروف اشتبده: أَدمهد: اهلالك إىل به مرتاميدن خطران مرضدن اْلفتني هدَني
 َلى هواه حتكيمه: دينالث َقد، والبدطل َبطال واحلق سنة، والبدَة بدَة والسنة معروفد، واملنكر منكرا املعروف دعتقد ََّ املرض هذا َليه

 له واَبدَه للَوى وانقيدده وسلم، وآله َليه َعدىل هللا صلى الرسول به جدء مد

ِهر اإلميدن، نور فيه أشرق قد أبيض وقلب ِداد وردهد، أنكرهد الفتنة َليه َرضت فإذا مصبدَه، فيه وأ ه هوإشراق نوره فد  .وقَو

 الظلم فَت والبدع، ملعدصيا فَت والضالل، الغي فَت الشبَدت، وفَت الشَوات فَت وهي مرضَد، أسبدب هي القلوب َلى َعرض الِت والفَت
  .واجلَل

 “And he divided the hearts when they (i.e. the tempations) are presented to them into two types: (1) 

a heart that when the temptation is presented to it, it is absorbed by it, just like a sponge soaks up 

water. So a black spot appears on it, and it continues to absorb every temptation which is presented 

to it until it becomes black and relapses. And this is the meaning of his words: “like a vessel which 

is upset” which means spilled and upside-down. So when it becomes black and relapses then these 

two catastrophes which are diseases, dangers and extends him towards destruction are presented to 

him: the first is the confusion for him regarding the good and the evil. So he doesn’t know the good 

and he does not reject the evil. And perhaps has this diseases intensified with him so he believes the 

good to be evil and the evil to be good, the Sunnah to be bid’ah and the bid’ah to be Sunnah, the truth 

to be falsehood and the falsehood to be truth. The second is him appointing his desires as a judge over 

what the Messenger of Allāh (sallAllāhu ta’ālā alayhi wa ālihi wa sallam) and his submission to the 

desires and following them. 

And (2) a white heart in which the light of īmān shines and its light is radiant. So if a temptation is 

presented to it, it rejects it and repels it. Thus its light increases along with its shine and power. 

And the temptations which are presented to the hearts are the reasons for its disease. And this is the 

temptations of desires, temptations of doubts, temptations of error and misguidance, temptations of 

sins and innovation, and temptations of injustice and ignorance.” (Ighathah Al-Luhfan 1/48) 

So every wrong belief, every doubt, every sin and every injustice which is presented to the 

heart is a test from Allāh – the Exalted – fulfilling his promise that He will test everyone 

who claims to believe in Him and the last day. And the consequences of failing these test 

repeatedly have been stated above. 
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And only a fool feels safe from his sins leading him to kufr and leaving Islām. When Ka’b 

ibn Mālik (radiAllāhu ‘anhu) made a mistake and did not follow the Messenger of Allāh 

(sallAllāhu alayhi wa sallam) in the Battle of Tābūk, Allāh tested him. Not only through being 

boycotted by all the Muslims and eventually being forbidden to see his own wife, but also 

in a difficult moment of loneliness where everyone had turned their backs on Ka’b due to 

the boycott, he received a letter from the king of Ghassān – who was a Christian – that said: 

ُ ِبَداِر َهَواٍن َواَل َمْضيَ َعٍة َفدحلَْْق بَِند نُ َواِسكَ أَمَّد بَ ْعُد فَِإنَّهُ قَ   َبَك َقْد َجَفدَك َومَلْ ََيَْعْلَك اَّللَّ َِ  ْد بَ َلَغِِن َأنَّ َصد

”And thereafter. It has verily reached to me that your companion (i.e. Muhammad) has abandoned 

you. And Allāh has not created you for being humiliated nor for being wasted. So join us and we will 

give you comfort.” (Sahīh Muslim) 

So the tests comes in many shapes and forms. For some it is an ambiguous quote, for some 

it is a part of dunyā, for some it is sins, for some it is their pride, for some it is their desires 

and for some it is their ignorance and heedlessness towards Allāh. And the Prophet 

(sallAllāhu alayhi wa sallam) said: 

ََْمدلِ  ََبِدُروا  نْ َيد ِمنْ  ِبَعَرضٍ  ِددَنهُ  دَِبيعُ  َكدِفرًا  َوُدْصِبحُ  ُمْؤِمًند مُيِْسي أَوْ  َكدِفرًا  يَومُيْسِ  ُمْؤِمًند الرَُّجلُ  ُدْصِبحُ  اْلُمظِْلمِ  اللَّْيلِ  َكِقطَعِ   ِفتَ ًند َِبْْلَ  الدُّ

“Hasten with righteous deeds before you are overtaken by trials and tribulations, which 

would be like huge chunks of a dark night. A man would be a believer in the morning and a 

disbeliever in the evening, or he would be a believer in the evening and turn a disbeliever in 

the morning. He would sell his religion for a part of dunyā.” (Sahih Muslim) 

So whoever feels safe from leading himself to kufr with his own sins is mistaken and is 

holding a belief which opposes the Qurān and Sunnah. 
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What about your prayer? 

The habitual sinner often finds comfort in the fact that he is still praying his five prayer even 

though he is committing sins day in and out. But Allāh – the Exalted – says in the Qurān: 

ََِن اْلَفْحَشدِء َواْلُمنَكِر ۗ وَ  ٰى  ََ َي ِإلَْيَك ِمَن اْلِكَتدِب َوأَِقِم الصَّاَلَة ۖ ِإنَّ الصَّاَلَة ََ ن ْ ُ اَُْل َمد أُوَِ َلذِْكُر اَّللَِّ َأْكََبُ ۗ َواَّللَّ
 دَ ْعَلُم َمد ََْصنَ ُعونَ 

“Recite that which has been revealed to you of the Book. And establish the prayer. 

Verily the prayer forbids immorality and evil. And the remembrance of Allāh is greater. 

And Allāh knows what you are doing.” (Al-’Ankabūt 29:45) 

At-Tabarī – rahimahullāh – said in his tafsīr of the verse: 

ََبَّدٍس  ََِن اْلَفْحَشدِء َواْلُمْنَكِر ، َكَمد قَدَل اْبُن  ى  ََ ى َواْبُن َمسْ َوالصََّواُب ِمَن اْلَقْوِل ِف َذِلَك َأنَّ الصَّاَلَة ََ ن ْ ََ ٌِِل : وََكْيَف ََ ن ْ ُعوٍد ، فَِإْن قَدَل قَد
ََِن اْلَفْحَشدِء َواْلُمْنَكِر ِإْن مَلْ َدُكْن َمْعِنيًّ  د ، فَ َتُحوُل بَ ي ْ الصَّاَلةُ  ََ ََى َمْن َكدَن ِفي د ؟ ِقيَل : ََ ن ْ ََ ِِ ، ِْلَنَّ ُشْغَلُه د ِِبَد َمد دُ ت َْلى ِفي َِ َنهُ َوَبنْيَ إَِْ َيدِن اْلَفَوا

ََِن الشُّْغِل َِبْلُمْنَكِر ، َوِلَذِلَك قَدَل اْبُن َمْسُعوٍد : َمْن ملَْ ُدِطْع َصاَلََُه ملَْ دَ ْزدَ  َهد ْد ِمَن اَّللَِّ ِِبَد دَ ْقطَُعُه  َََتُه هَلَد ِإقَدَمُتُه ِإََّّ  ِإالَّ بُ ْعًدا . َوَذِلَك َأنَّ طَد
ََِن اْلَفْحَشدِء َواْلُمْنَكرِ  ََِتِه هَلَد ُمْزَدَجٌر   . ِِبُُدوِدَهد ، َوِف طَد

”And the correct opinion regarding this is, that the prayer forbids immorality and evil. Just like Ibn 

‘Abbās and Ibn Mas’ūd said. So if someone would say to us: ‘And how does the prayer forbid 

immorality and evil when the intended with it not is what is recited in it?’ Then it is said: It prohibits 

whoever was in it (i.e. praying). Because it comes between him performing the immorality. Because 

when he is occupied with it, it cuts him off from being occupied with evil, and due to this Ibn Mas’ūd 

said: ‘Whoever does not obey his prayer, he has not increased anything from Allāh except distance.’ 

And this is that the obedience of it is his establishment of it with its borders. And in the obedience of 

it there is a deterrence from immorality and evil.” (At-Tafsīr) 

And As-Sadī – rahimahullāh – said in his tafsīr of the verse: 

ََِن اْلَفْحَشدِء َواْلُمْنَكِر، َأنَّ اْلَعْبَد اْلُمِقيَم هَلَد،الصَّاَل  َوَوْجُه َكْونِ  ََى  د َوُخشُ  ِة ََ ن ْ ََ َم ِْلَرَْكدِِنَد َوُشُروِط ُر فُ َؤاُدُه، اْلُمَتمِ  ََّ د، َدْسَتِنُْي قَ ْلُبُه، َودَ َتَط ََ َِ و
َْبَ ُتُه ِف اْلَْْْيِ، َوََِقلُّ َأوْ  د َوالْ  َودَ ْزَداُد ِإميَدنُُه، َوََ ْقَوى َر ََ ، فَِبدلضَُّرورَِة ُمَداَوَمتُ  َْبَ ُتُه ِف الشَّرِ  ََِن َُ ْعَدُم َر ََى  َََلى َهَذا اْلَوْجِه، ََ ن ْ د  ََ َََلي ْ ُمَحدَفظَُة 

َْظَِم َمَقدِصِد الصَّاَلِة َوَثَرَاِِتَد َذا ِمْن َأ ََ  . اْلَفْحَشدِء َواْلُمْنَكِر، فَ 

”And the aspect from which the prayer forbids immorality and evil is that the slave establishes it, and 

whoever completes its pillars, conditions and its khushū’ his heart will illuminate, his heart will 

become pure, his īmān will increase, his desire for doing good will become stronger and his desire for 
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doing evil will become smaller or disappear. So as a consequence of sticking to it and preserving it in 

this way, it forbids immorality and evil. And this is from the biggest intents of the prayer and its 

fruits.” (At-Tafsīr)  

And Ibn Taymiyyah – rahimahullāh – said:  

ََدِت َوهِلَذَ  ََدِت دَ َتَضمَُّن ََ ْرَك اْلَمَعدِصي ، َونَ ْفُس ََ ْرِك اْلَمَعدِصي دَ َتَضمَُّن ِفْعَل الطَّد ََْن اْلَفْحَشدِء َواْلُمْنَكِر نَ ْفُس ِفْعِل الطَّد ََى  ا َكدَنْت الصَّاَلُة ََ ن ْ
 ََ َئنْيِ : َأ د ِذْكِر اَّللَِّ ، فَدلصَّاَلُة َََضمََّنْت َشي ْ ََ نُ  نُوِب . والثَّدين َََضمُّ ََْن الذُّ د  ََ  ُدمُهَد َِنْيُ 

“Doing acts of obedience itself includes leaving the sins. And leaving the sins itself includes doing 

acts of obedience. And due to this then the prayer forbids immorality and evil. Because the prayer 

includes two things: the first of them is it forbidding sins, and the second is it containing the 

remembrance of Allāh.” (Majmū’ Al-Fatāwā 10/421-422) 

And in the Sunnah it is narrated from Abū Hurairah (radiAllāhu ‘anhu) who said: 

َََلْيِه َوَسلََّم فَ َقدَل ِإنَّ ُفاَلًَن ُدَصلِ ي َِبللَّْيِل فَِإَذا َأْصَبَح َسَرقَ  َجدءَ   ُ دهُ  إِنَّهُ  دلَ قَ  َرُجٌل ِإىَل النَِّبِ  َصلَّى اَّللَّ ََ  دَ ُقولُ  َمد َسيَ ن ْ

“A man came to the Prophet (sallAllāhu alayhi wa sallam) and said: ‘Verily a man prays 

in the night and then he steals the next day.’ He (sallAllāhu alayhi wa sallam) said: ‘That 

what he says (i.e. the prayer) should forbid him from doing that.’” (Musnad Imām Ahmad) 

So according to the evidences the one who performs his prayer correct with its pillars, its 

conditions and its khushū’, then his prayer will help him in abstaining from falling in 

immorality, evil and sin. 

Therefore the habitual sinner should look to his prayer and correct it, since there is no more 

truthful words than the words of Allāh the Exalted, and there is no better guidance that the 

guidance of Muhammad (sallAllāhu alayhi wa sallam). 

A short description of the prayer of the person who loves Allāh can be found in the file 

“Path to Guidance” (on page 21) which is a translation of a letter sent by Ibn Al-Qayyim – 

rahimahullāh – to one of his friends.  

I recommend everyone to read the whole text due to the huge benefit in it. 
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Other things to bear in mind 

If a person who continues to sin and increases in sin, immorality, injustice and evil, manages 

to remain upon Islām and not fall in kufr caused by some  fitnah, then this does not mean he 

has won. Rather everything which the person has not repented for has been written down 

and he will be held accountable for it. Remember, the conditions for an accepted repentance 

is (1) leaving the sin, (2) regret and hate the sin and (3) be firmly determined never to return 

to it again. 

Allāh – the Exalted – says: 

 َهَذا اْلِكَتدِب اَل دُ َغدِدُر َصِغْيًَة َواَل   َودْ َلتَ َند َمدلِ َوُوِضَع اْلِكَتدُب َفرَتَى اْلُمْجرِِمنَي ُمْشِفِقنَي ِمَّد ِفيِه َودَ ُقوُلوَن ََّ 
ًدا ََ دِضرًا َواَل َدْظِلُم َربَُّك َأ ََ ََِمُلوا  َصدَهد َوَوَجُدوا َمد  َْ  َكِبْيًَة ِإالَّ َأ

”And the book will be placed. Then you will see the sinners fearful of what is in it, and 

they will say: ‘Woe to us. What is this book that does not leave out a small thing nor a 

big thing except that it has included it.’ And they will find what they have done present 

(in the book). And your Lord does not make injustice to anyone.” (Al-Kahf 18:49) 

So the consequences of sins on the Day of Judgment is that person who have more sins than 

good deeds will be thrown in hellfire. 

As for the consequences of sins in this life then we mention some of them here: 

1. Being deprived of knowledge. 

2. Being deprived of provision. 

3. A distance between the slave and his Lord which makes it difficult for him to worship 

Allāh and be obedient towards Him. He may be deprived of some types of worship that he 

used to do in the past. 

4. His affairs become difficult for him. Just like things are made easy by Allāh for the one 

who fears Allāh, then things are made difficult for the sinner. 

5. One sin leads to another until they overcome the one making them and he cannot escape 

from them or stop performing them. 
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6. The weakening of willpower. The habitual sinner will not be keen on or have the strength 

to stop from sinning due to the sin making him weak. And when he asks for forgiveness it 

is merely words on his lips with no actual intent behind it. 

7. Losing the ghīrah (protective jalousy) for himself, for Allāh and for the religion. For 

himself, by not feeling the pain and regret when harming himself with his sin, nor caring 

about others seeing him or knowing about his sin. For Allāh, by not being angry when the 

limits of Allāh are crossed. This was the only thing that would make the Prophet (sallAllāhu 

alayhi wa sallam) angry. And for the religion, by not caring about claiming to be a follower 

of Islām while actually being the worst example by publicly making obvious sins that Islām 

is free from. 

8. Being among the ghāfilūn (those who do not care). If paradise or hell is mentioned, he 

doesn’t feel an urge to strive for paradise nor protecting himself from hell-fire. If Allāh and 

His limits are mentioned, then he returns to the argument of the Shaytān. So when he 

became among this category of people then it is no longer Qurān and Sunnah that is guiding 

him, rather it is only lust and desires. 

9. Seeing disobedience or problems from those under your authority, such as your wife, 

your kids, your means of transport or other things. 

 

Islam is more than just a claim. It is a way of life. It is an aqīdah, a moral compass, a law to 

be followed and a way of salvation. So whoever underestimates Islām, then he has 

underestimated the Owner and Inventor of Islām, and he himself will be underestimated. 

And whoever forgets about Islām, then he has forgotten the Owner and Inventor of Islām, 

and he himself will be forgotten. 

We ask Allāh the Most High to provide us with a heart that is submissive to Him, that loves 

Him more than anything else, that longs for the meeting with Him and that sees the truth 

as the truth and the falsehood as the falsehood. Allāhumma āmīn. 

And may the peace and abundant blessings be upon Muhammad, his family, his 

companions and those who follow his guidance until the Day of Judgement. 

 

Abū Hājar 


