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Ash-Shafa’ah

According to the Quran and Sunnah

“And how many angels are in the heavens, whose intercession
will avail nothing except after Allah has given permission for
whom He wills and pleases.”

(An-Najm 53:26)
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Asking shafa’ah (intercession) from others than Allah — living or dead — is shirk

akbar (major shirk)

In the name of Allah the Most Merciful the Most Beneficent.

Shafa’ah is intercession and can be divided into a shafa’ah in this life and a shafa’ah in the
next life. The shafa’ah in this life can be divided into two types. One, which is permissible

and another one which is shirk akbar:

1. The permissible intercession in dunya is the one where a Muslim asks another Muslim
to ask Allah to forgive him or the like of this. In his heart, the person must depend
on Allah alone to realize his aim and ward off what is disliked. He should know that
this intercessor is no more than a mean which Allah has permitted to us, and that
benefit and harm are in the hand of Allah alone. This meaning is expressed clearly in
the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His Messenger (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam).

2. The type of intercession in this life which is shirk is where a person ask a living being
for something which only Allah is capable of. Another example of this type is if he
asks or calls upon a person who is not present and thereby giving him divine
characteristics such as him being all-hearing. This is from the basic knowledge about
Allah the Exalted that these things must only be directed towards Him alone.

The shafa’ah of the next life is the intercession which will take place on the Day of Judgement
when some will be allowed to intercede for others in front of Allah. There are narrations
that inform us that Muhammad (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) along with others will be
allowed to intercede, but the intercession still belongs to Allah and should at all times be
asked for from Him — the Exalted.

In a longer hadith narrated by Abu Hurayrah (radiAllahu “anhu) the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi

wa sallam) said:
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“Then it will be said to: ‘O Muhammad, raise your head. Ask and you will be given, and
intercede and your intercession will be accepted.” (Al-Bukhari and Muslim)
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The shafa’ah of the next life has also been divided into two types. A type which is affirmed
by Allah in the Quran and a type which is rejected by Allah.

1. The affirmed type of intercession (shafa’ah muthbitah) in the next life is the one which
is asked, wished and sought for from Allah alone.

2. The rejected type of intercession (shafa’ah manfiyyah) in the next is the one which is
asked, wished and sought for from others than Allah the Exalted

Both of the types of intercession in the next life will be described further in the rest of this
article. Allah — The Exalted — clearly informs us that this intercession only belongs to Allah
and therefore should only be asked for from Him:
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“Have they taken others as intercessors besides Allah? Say: ‘Even if they have power
over nothing whatever and have no intelligence?’ Say: ‘To Allah belongs all
intercession. The Sovereignty of the heavens and the earth belongs to Him. Then to Him
you shall be brought back.” (Az-Zumar 39:44)

To Allah belongs all intercession and He is the one who gives permission to the one who
gets to intercede on the Day of Judgement. Therefore logically and naturally He is the one
who is asked for this intercession. This is because this shafa’ah is an act of worship which
exclusively must be directed to Allah alone. So neither a dead person nor a living person
should be asked for the shafa’ah which will take place on the Day of Judgement even if there

exist narrations that these might or will be allowed to intercede that Day.
There are many verses in the Quran with this meaning. Allah the Exalted says:
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“On that day no intercession shall avail, except the one for whom the Most Beneficent
(Allah) has given permission and whose word is acceptable to Him.” (Ta-Ha 20:109)

Shaykh Abdur-Rahman ibn Hasan — rahimahullah — said regarding this verse:
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”So he clarified that this will not take place for anyone except by the fulfillment of two conditions:
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1. With the permission to intercede from the Exalted Lord to the one who intercedes.
2. Him being satisfied with the one whom intercession is made for.”

(Fath Al-Majid Sharh Kitab At-Tawhid)

So the one who asks anyone else than Allah — no matter if he asks a dead or living being —
have annulled the second condition which must be fulfilled in order for the intercession to
take place. Because Allah is only satisfied with Tawhid, and the one who asks anyone but
Allah for the intercession in the next life have committed major shirk — which takes a person
out of Islam and the doer will be considered as a mushrik — and thereby Allah is not pleased
with him. He has left the fold of Islam and must hurry up in making tawbah and learn the
Tawhid of Allah and act upon it until he dies.

Shaykh Abdur-Rahman ibn Hasan — rahimahullah — also said:
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“Allah the Exalted said:
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“And they worship besides Allah things that hurt them not, nor profit them, and they
say: ‘These are our intercessors with Allah.’ Say: ‘Do you inform Allah of that which He
knows not in the heavens and on the earth?’ Glorified and Exalted be He above all that

which they associate as partners with Him!” (Yinus 10:18)
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So look at how He forbade them the intercession due to the fact that they asked for it from someone
else than Allah, and He informed that it is impossible for them to achieve it by asking for it in this life
from someone else than Him. And this is the shafa’ah which the Quran has rejected, just as He the
Exalted said:
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“0 you who believe! Spend of that with which We have provided for you, before a Day
comes when there will be no bargaining, nor friendship, nor intercession. And it is the
disbelievers who are the wrong-doers.” (Al-Baqarah 2:254)
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And the Exalted said:
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“And warn therewith (the Quran) those who fear that they will be gathered before their
Lord, when there will be neither a protector nor an intercessor for them besides Him,
so that they may fear Allah.” (Al-An'am 6:51)
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So this is the rejected shafa’ah in which there is shirk. Regarding the shafa’ah which the Quran has
affirmed, then it has verily confirmed it only with two very important conditions; (1) The permission
of the Lord to the one who intercedes and (2) Him being satisfied with the one for whom intercession

is made. And He is not pleased with any of the six religions which are mentioned in His words:

“Verily, those who believe and those who are Jews, and the Sabians, and the Christians,
and the Magians, and those who worship others besides Allah, truly, Allah will judge
between them on the Day of Resurrection. Verily! Allah is Witness over all things.” (Al-

Hajj 22:17)
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Except with the iman which root and foundation is Tawhid and ikhlds, just as He the Exalted said:
wdp ) sl gakg 05

“Who is he that can intercede with Him except with His Permission?” (Al-Bagarah 2:255)



{/ L-AQEEDAH 3y 772\ Shafa’ah
o 4

tJGy

And He said:
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“And they cannot intercede except for him with whom He is pleased. And they stand in
awe for fear of Him.” (Al-Anbiya 21:28)
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And He said:
2 £ el B0 536 O wis e V) B agBls Y onlazd 3 el 5 25

“And how many angels are in the heavens, whose intercession will avail nothing except
after Allah has given permission for whom He wills and pleases.” (An-Najm 53:26)
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And He the Exalted said:
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“Surely, your Lord is Allah Who created the heavens and the earth in six Days and then
istawa (rose over) the Throne (in a manner that suits His Majesty), disposing the affair of
all things. No intercessor (can intercede with Him) except after His Permission. That is
Allah, your Lord; so worship Him (Alone). Then, will you not remember?” (Yinus 10:3)”

(Ad-Durar As-Saniyyah 15/140-141)

Shaykh Abdur-Rahman ibn Hasan — rahimahullah — also said:
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"Verily invoking others than Allah is misguidance and shirk which annuls Tawhid, and verily taking
intercessors is by invoking them and seeking refuge with them and asking them to intercede for the
one who invokes. Verily has Allah forbidden this and clarified that intercession belongs to Him alone.
So if it belongs to Him alone then it is not asked for from anyone except its Owner. So a person should
say: ‘O Allah let Your Prophet intercede for me’, because He the Exalted is the one who allows for the
one who intercedes to intercede for the one which religion He is pleased with. And that is al-ikhlds

(i.e. sincerity in the religion by dedicating it only to Allah) just as it has gone forth.” (end quote)
(Bayan Al-Mahajjah fi Ar-Rad "ala Al-Lajjah 1/238)

Ibn Kathir — rahimahullah — said regarding the following verse:
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“And how many angels are in the heavens, whose intercession will avail nothing except
after Allah has given permission for whom He wills and pleases.” (An-Najm 53:26)
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"So if it is like this regarding the close angels then how can you — O you ignorant — wish the
intercession from these rivals with Allah. He has not legislated the worship of them nor has He
allowed it. He has rather forbidden it upon the tongue of all His messengers and revealed the
forbiddance of this in all of His books.”

(Tafsir ibn Kathir)

Ibn Al-Qayyim — rahimahullah — said regarding seeking intercession from others than Allah:
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”Allah has verily removed all of the reasons that the mushrikiin cling on to. Because the mushrik he
takes his worshipped object due to some benefit that he can achieve, and the benefit cannot be from

anyone except someone who has one of the following four characteristics:

Either he owns that which is wanted by the one who worships him
If he is not an owner then he is a partner of the owner
If he is not a partner to him then he is his helper and supporter
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If he is not a helper nor a supporter then he is one who makes intercession with him

And Allah — the Praiseworthy — has negated these four levels with a systematic negation from the
highest to the lowest (of the levels). So He negated the ownership, partnership, support and the
intercession which the mushrik asks for, and he confirmed an intercession which the mushrik has no

part in, and that is the intercession with His permission.”
(Madarij As-Salikin 1/601)

Ibn Al-Qayyim — rahimahullah — also said:
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"And from its types — i.e. shirk — is asking for needs from the dead and seeking help from them. This
is the foundation of the shirk in the world. The actions has verily been brought to an end and he owns
not benefit or harm for himself, not to mention for those who seeks help from him and asks him to
intercede for them with Allah. This is from his (the one who asks) ignorance regarding the one who
intercedes and the one with Whom intercession is made. Because he (i.e. the one the mushrik asks
besides Allah) is not able to make intercession for him with Allah except with His permission, and
Allah has not made him seeking help from the dead and asking him a reason for His permission. Verily
is the reason the complete Tawhid. So this mushrik comes with the reason that prevents the

permission.”
(Madarij As-Salikin 1/346)

Shaykh Al-Islam Muhammad ibn Abdul-Wahhab — rahimahullah — said:
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“If he (the mushrik) then says: ‘Do you reject the intercession of the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu
alayhi wa sallam) and free yourself from (having any need of) it?” Then say: I do not reject it, and nor
am 1 free of having any need of it. Rather he is the one who will intercede and the one whose

intercession will be granted and I hope for his intercession. However, all intercession belongs to Allah
alone, as He the Most High said:
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“Say: To Allah belongs all intercession.” (Az-Zumar 39:44)
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And then it does not take place except after the permission of Allah, just as He — the Mighty and
Majestic — said:
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“Who can intercede with Him except after His permission?” (Al-Baqgarah 2:255)
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And intercession is not made for anyone except after Allah has granted permission regarding him

(i.e. that he can be interceded for), just as He — the Mighty and Majestic — said:
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“And they do not intercede except for the one with whom Allah is pleased.” (Al-Anbiya
21:28)
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And He is not pleased except with Tawhid, just as He, the Most High, said:
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“And whoever follows a religion other than Islam (i.e. Tawhid), then never will it be
accepted from him.” (Ali ‘Imran 3:85)
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So when all intercession belongs to Allah alone, and it cannot take place except after His permission,
and the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) or anybody else cannot intercede for anyone unless
Allah grants permission for this person, and He does not grant permission except for the people of
Tawhid, then it will have become clear to you that all intercession belongs to Allah alone and I seek

it from Him alone. So I say: ‘O Allah do not prevent me from his intercession” and ‘O Allah let him

intercede for me’, and what is similar to these words.
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If he then says: “The Prophet (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam) has been given the right of intercession
and I merely ask him from that which he has been given’. Then the answer is that Allah has indeed
given him the right of intercession but He has forbidden you from this (i.e. asking the Prophet
(sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) for it). So He said:

“And do not call upon anyone besides Allah.” (Jinn 72:18)
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So if you were to call upon Allah (asking Him) that He should let His Prophet intercede for you, then
you have obeyed Him in His saying:
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“And do not call upon anyone besides Allah.” (Jinn 72:18)
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Also, intercession has been given to other than the Prophet (sallAllahu alaihi wa sallam). It is
authentic that the Angels will intercede, likewise the awliya (close friends) of Allah, and also others
(who died before the age of puberty). Will you then say (and argue) that Allah has given them the
right to intercede, and hence I ask for this intercession from them? If you were to say this, then you
have reverted back to the worship of the righteous which Allah has mentioned in His Book. And if
you were to say ‘No’, then your claim that ‘Allah has given him (i.e. the Prophet) the right to

intercede, and I merely ask him from that which he has been given’, is actually falsified.”
(Kashf Ash-Shubuhat)

Shaykh Al-Hazimi - may Allah preserve him and hasten his release — said regarding asking

a living person to intercede for you if Allah accepts him as a shahid:
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"Regarding this type (of intercession) then it is connected to intercession in the next life, right? That
the person does not want to enter the fire or that he wants to enter paradise directly. But he asks for
this intercession in this life. So this type is different than all the other types. And that’s why the basis
in this type is that it is shirk akbar. That is the basis. So if Zayd comes to "Amyr and tells him: ‘Intercede
for me with Allah the Exalted on the Day of Judgement that I will not enter the fire or that I will enter
paradise directly’, then we judge it as what? (We judge it) as it being shirk akbar and there is no
disagreement regarding the fact that it is what? Shirk akbar! Because it is from the type of directing
(the worship of) intercession to others than Allah the Exalted or from the type of asking for du’a from
others than Allah the Exalted. It doesn’t matter if He connects his statement or he does not connect

it. We say: the hukm is the same.”

Comment: What is meant here by connecting the statement is that one might say: ‘Intercede
for me with Allah on the Day of Judgement” while another may connect the words and add:

‘If Allah accepts you as a shahid and allows you to intercede’. Both statements are shirk
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because the intercession on the day of Judgement belongs only to Allah and cannot be asked

from anyone but Him alone.

Shaykh Al-Hazim1 - May Allah preserve him and hasten his release — continues to say:
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"The basis is that it is shirk akbar. (For example to say:) "We ask you for intercession’ (or) ‘I want
you to intercede’, this is shirk akbar just as if he asked for what? Forgiveness. Or as if he said to him:
‘Enter me into paradise’. What is his hukm? That he has asked someone else than Allah the Exalted
and invoked other than Allah the Exalted, because intercession is du’a (invocation) so if he asked for
intercession from others than Allah the Exalted then he has verily invoked others than Allah the
Exalted. And whoever invokes a creation, no matter if it be a living, dead or absent person — and to
the living is added that it is something which he is not capable of — then it becomes what? It becomes
shirk akbar. So we say: This intercession which is asked for from the one whom he thinks will achieve
shahadah (martyrdom) is the intercession which takes place in the next life. So the mistake is then
turning to a creation — even if he is living which will be discussed later — it (i.e. the mistake) is in

turning to a creation with a type from the types of du’a. So we have returned to du’a being directed
towards other than Allah the Exalted.
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So the specific intercession here is the intercession which occurs in the next life (on the Day of

Judgement). And the request for it takes place in this life. And the intercession is in the next life which

means that (what is wished for is that) he does not enter the fire or that he enters paradise directly.
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So the place for this intercession is in the next life. ‘Intercede for me with Allah’, this intercession
takes place in the next life. And the request takes place where? In this life. This type is from the types
of shirk akbar and it is well-known that the intercession according to the people of knowledge is of
two types. One shafa’ah muthbitah (affirmed intercession) and a shafa’ah manfiyyah (rejected

intercession).
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There is ijma’ (consensus) regarding this. And what is the difference between the two types of
intercession? The intercession which the Legislator (i.e. Allah) has affirmed is the one which is asked

for from Allah. And the intercession which equals shirk — which means that it is shirk — is the one
which is asked for from others than Allah.

So what is the criterion or the difference between the two types? Asking for it from Allah and asking
for it from others than Allah. So if it asked for from Allah then it is an affirmed intercession and if it
is asked for from others than Allah then it is a rejected intercession. And what is meant by rejected
here is that it is shirk. There is no doubt that the affirmed intercession has been connected by the
Creator — Mighty and Majestic is He — Allah the Exalted connected it with two conditions and the

intercession will not be correct except when both of these conditions are fulfilled (at the same time).
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The first: The permission of Allah for the one who intercedes to intercede.

The second: That Allah is pleased with the one whom intercession is made for.

One of the conditions being present without the other one is considered as what? It is considered as
a rejected intercession. The affirmed intercession will not be fulfilled except by the presence of both of

the conditions.”
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(Taken from transcript of the audio lecture: Al-Qawl As-Sadid Fi Hukm Talab Ash-Shafa’ah
Min Ash-Shahid (The appropriate word regarding the judgement of asking for intercession

from a martyr) — the first lesson)

These words should serve as a sufficient explanation and clarification that the shafa’ah in the
next life which is asked for from others than Allah, is directing the worship of shafa’ah to
others than Allah and whoever does this has committed shirk and is a mushrik and not a

Muslim.

All praise is due to Allah Lord of all the worlds and may the peace and blessing be upon

Muhammad and his family and companions.

Written by: Abu Hajar (19/7/1438 Hijr1, or 15/04/2017)

Corrected by: Tariq
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