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In front of you is a translation of the book:
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“An admonition to the God-fearing regarding the obligation of
boycotting the people of innovation and desires”

This book is a complete guide to the manhaj of the Salaf when it
comes to questions such as: “Who is the Sunni, and who is the
innovator?’, “"How should we treat the innovator?” and ‘How do we
treat the one who does not disassociate from the innovator?’

It furthermore delivers precious pieces of advice and guidance on
how the Muslim should seek knowledge, who he should associate
with, to which extent he should mix with people and when he is
allowed to answer questions, all in a time where the opinions and
beliefs of misguidance have become many.

The author — may Allah preserve him — explains these issues in
detail, and backs it all up with evidences from the Quran, the
Sunnah, the ijma’ and the sayings of Sahabah and those who came
after them, to such an extent that the results cannot be disputed.
The reader is left with the pure ‘agidah and manhaj of the Salaf As-
Salih in the mentioned issues. As for what is mentioned from the
words of some of the khalaf (latecomers), then it is not allowed to
base any issues in the religion merely upon their words, and these
quotes serves only as a further clarification. The religion and its
principles are solely built upon the Quran and the Sunnah
according to the understanding of the Salaf.

With regard to the word hujran, which appears in the title and
numerous times in the text of this book, has been translated as
‘boycott” while the word in reality carries many meanings which



all are associated with one another, such as: Staying away from,
ignoring, leaving, forsaking, abandoning, deserting etc.

A last thing to mention is, that with regard to all quotes and
passages that mention physical punishment or execution, then it is
not allowed under any circumstances for the Muslim to perform
any of this. Rather, this is solely for the Islamic ruler to establish
and perform, according to the rules and condition determined by
the Islamic Legislation.

We ask Allah to benefit the reader, to reward the author, and to let
our deeds be solely for His sake. Allahumma amin.

Abu Hajar (1443h / 2021)



Introduction

s A2
All praise is due to Allah the Protector of the God-fearing, and the
One who supports His monotheistic slaves. And may the peace and
blessings be upon the most honorable of the prophets; Muhammad
ibn ‘Abdillah, and upon his family, companions and those who
follow their guidance and follow their example until the Day of
Reckoning. Thereafter:

This is a warning shout which I cry out resoundfully, informing the
people of the Sunnah about their solid foundation and their upright
principle regarding the treatment of the people of innovation and
desires!. (This,) in a time where the milestones of the Sunan have
disappeared, the innovations have become manifest, and the Sunni
has ended up living in extreme estrangement between the colliding
waves of innovation. (And in a time) where the path of the people
of Sunnah has been deserted with regards to the treatment of the
innovators, and it has been exchanged with a misinterpreted and
corrupted path by a people who falsely ascribes themselves to the
Salaf, just as the Jews ascribed themselves to the Prophet of Allah
Misa, and the Christians ascribed themselves to the Prophet of
Allah ‘Isa. So expressions weak (in meaning), foolish and distorted
has emerged, and you see some of these people say regarding the
zindiqg with apparent zandagah:

“I — despite of disagreeing with fulan in a context of mutual respect — 1
harbor for him high esteem and great respect.”

And another describes an innovator saying:

“My brother fulan —may Allah grant him success — 1 have verily benefitted
much from his work, and this does not prevent me from disagreeing with
him in some issues.”

! Translator: Desires: Every belief, statement and deed which is not based upon
the Quran and the Sunnah.



And a third is speaking about a disbelieving siift who believes in
wahdatul-wujid (pantheism, i.e. that Allah is in everything) and
then he says about him:

“I have verily looked at the tajrubah (knowledge, practice, skill) of the
honorable shaykh fulan, and it pleased me very much. An in it I regarded
his service to Islam and his striving in giving support to the religion as
something major. But this does not mean that I agree with him in all of his
works (or studies). Rather, we disagree with a disagreement which (only)
enrichens the sphere of thought.”

And on it goes, in this manner of foolish and weak expressions
which destroy the religion, nullify the millah and bring an end to
the Sunnah.

Now compare these strange escapades with — for example — what
‘Abdullah ibn Ahmad narrated in As-Sunnah:
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“From Abii Az-Zubayr that he used to perform tawaf with Tawis around
the House. Then Ma'bad Al-Juhani passed by. So someone said to Tawiis:
“That is Ma’bad Al-Juhani who says (such and such) about the Qadar.” So
Tawiis turned towards him until he stood in front of him, then he said:
‘Are you the one who is inventing a lie against Allah — ‘azza wa jalla —
and saying what you have no knowledge of?” Ma’bad said: ‘It is a lie
regarding me.” Then I went with Tawiis until we entered upon Ibn *Abbas.
Then Tawiis said to him: 'O Ibn "Abbas, (what about) those who say
(something) about the Qadar?” So Ibn "Abbas said: ‘Show me some of



them.” He said: So we said: ‘What are you going to do?” He said: ‘I will
put my hand on his head and strike him in the throat.””?

So when I saw that the adornment of this great foundation had
disappeared and that its characteristics had vanished, I wanted to
write a book which would revive the milestones of the way of
Ahlus-Sunnah regarding the treatment of the people of innovation.

This, and I saw (it most befitting) to begin by defining innovation
and clarifying its reality. Then the mention of what was narrated
regarding warning against innovation and newly invented matters.
After that I will explain the great foundation and the honorable
principle of Ahlus-Sunnah regarding warning against the people of
innovation, boycotting them and being severe towards them.

And in all of this I ask Allah for help and I declare myself free from
my own strength and power.

¢ ol ek ade DY) g e

“And my success is from none but Allah. I put my trust in Him
and to him I turn.” (Hud 11:88)

Written by one in great need of the pardon of his Lord:

Abu Al-Muhannad Shukri ibn At-Tawfiq ibn "Uthman

In Makkah Al-Mukarramah — may Allah protect it — in the month
of Muharram 1438.

2 As-Sunnah by ‘Abdullah ibn Al-Imam Ahmad (887).
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The first section: The reality of innovation and clarifying
who the innovator is

When the intention of this book is to clarify the path of Ahlus-
Sunnah regarding the treatment of the innovator, it is appropriate
that we give a clarification of the reality of the Sunnah and the
reality of innovation, and the reality of the Sunni and the reality of
the innovator. In order for it to become clear what the description
of the innovator is, which is intended in the clarification of the way
of treating him.

Chapter: Regarding the clarification of the Sunnah and the
innovation

The Quran, the words of the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi
wa sallam) and the words of the Salaf all prove, that the Sunnah is
what the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu “alayhi wa sallam) came with
of beliefs, statements and deeds, and what his rightly guided
khulafa (successors) were upon.

Allah — the Exalted — said:
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“And whoever opposes the Messenger after the right path has
been shown clearly to him, and follows other than the believers'
way. We shall keep him in the path he has chosen, and burn him

in Hell - what an evil destination.” (An-Nisa 4:115)

And He — the Exalted — said:

11
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“So if they believe in the same as what you believe in, then they

are verily guided. And if they turn away then they are verily in

opposition. Then Allah will suffice you against them, and He is
All-Hearing All-Knowing.” (Al-Baqarah 2:137)

Ahmad, Ibn Majah, Abu Dawiud and At-Tirmidhi (all) narrated
from the hadith of Al-‘Irbad ibn Sariyah that the Messenger of Allah
(sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said:
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“Upon you is following my Sunnah and the Sunnah of the rightly
guided khulafa. Grab hold of it and bite on it with the molar teeth.
And beware of every newly invented matter. For verily every newly

invented matter is an innovation, and every innovation is
misguidance.”

At-Tirmidhi said: “This is a hasan sahth hadith.”?
And Abtt Muhammad Al-Barbahari (d. 329h) said:
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“And know that the old (i.e. original) religion is what was from the death
of the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) until the killing

3 Musnad Ahmad (17144), Sunan Abi Dawud (4607), Sunan At-Tirmidhi (2676)
and Sunan Ibn Majah (42).

12



of "Uthman ibn ‘Affan. And the killing of him was the first disunity and
the first disagreement. So the Ummah waged war against each other and
it became disunited and it followed greed, desires and the inclination
towards the dunya. So there is no permission for anyone in anything he
invented which the companions of Muhammad the Messenger of Allah
(sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) were not upon, or that a man invites to
something which he made up himself or that he got from a man from the
people of innovation. (In this case) then he is like the one who innovated
it. So whoever claims this or holds this opinion, then he has rejected the
Sunnah and opposed the truth and the Jama’ah. And he has allowed
innovation and he is more harmful for this Ummah than Iblis.”*

Apparent from what has gone forth is, that the innovation is
whatever opposes what has been mentioned from the Sunnah. So
whatever was innovated in the religion which the Messenger of
Allah (sallAllahu  ‘alayhi wa sallam) was not upon, nor his
companions, then this is innovation. It was narrated in the two
Sahih (i.e. Al-Bukhari and Muslim) from the mother of the believers
‘Aishah (radiAllahu ‘anhd) that she said: The Messenger of Allah
(sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said:

SJJ@LQAU\beT‘éObidA
“Whoever introduces something in this affair of ours that which is
not from it, then it will be rejected.”

And in Sahih Muslim also from ‘Aishah, from the Prophet
(sallAllahu “alayhi wa sallam):
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“Whoever performs a deed which we have not commanded then it
will be rejected.”®

4 Sharh As-Sunnah by Al-Barbahari (98).
5 Sahih Al-Bukhari (2697) and Sahih Muslim (1718).
6 Sahih Muslim (1718).

13



Abtu ‘Abdillah Muhammad ibn Isma’il Al-Bukhari, the author of
As-Sahih (d. 256h) said:
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“And they used to prohibit the innovation which the Prophet (sallAllahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) and his companions were not upon.””

And Abu Al-Fath Al-Maqdist (d. 490h) said in Mukhtasar Al-
Hujjah fi Tarik Al-Mahajjah:
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“Verily that which I know the people of knowledge to be upon, and those
whom I met and took (knowledge and religion) from, and what has reached
me of opinion from others than them — among those whom you count on
and return to in issues of religion, among those who speak based upon
sound knowledge, sharp wunderstanding, strong confidentiality,
fundamental religion, who is known in his time for leadership, described
as an example and authority, who speaks based upon the Book, the Sunnah
and the agreement of the scholar of the Ummah and he avoids innovation,
misguidance, desires and ignorance — is that it is not allowed to believe in
what does not have a foundation is the Book of Allah — the Exalted
— nor in the Sunnah of His Messenger (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam) and the agreement of the people of knowledge from the
Sahabah and those who followed them in goodness — may the
Mercy and Pleasure of Allah Ar-Rahman be upon them. Nor is it

7 Sharh Usil I'tigad Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama’ah by Al-Lalakai (196).
14



allowed to speak about it, and that this is innovation,
misguidance, disobedience and ignorance.”

And Ibn Taymiyyah said:
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“As for saying the intention out loud and repeating it, then this is an evil
innovation which is not preferred according to the agreement of the
Muslims. Because the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam) would not do it, nor would his rightly guided khulafa.”

8 Mukhtasar Al-Hujjah fi Tarik Al-Mahajjah (334).
°Majmu’ Al-Fatawa (22/235).
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Chapter: Regarding the clarification of the Sunni and the
mubtadi’ (innovator)

When the Sunnah is the following of the Messenger of Allah
(sallAllahu “alayhi wa sallam) and what his rightly guided khulafa
were upon, then the Sunni is the one who has followed what the
Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) were upon and his
companions after him — may Allah be pleased with them.

‘Abdullah ibn Al-Mubarak (d. 181h) said:
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“And that the description of the people of Sunnah is adhering to the Book

of Allah, the ahadith of the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa

sallam) and the ahadith of the Sahabah, may Allah be pleased with them
all. And leaving the rai (opinion) and qiyas (analogy).”°

And Bishr Al-Hafi (d. 227h) said:
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“And from the description of the people of Sunnah is: Adhering to the Book

of Allah, the ahadith of the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa

sallam) and the ahadith of the companions of the Messenger of Allah
(sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), and leaving the rai and innovation.”"

And the innovator is the one who is upon something else than what
the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) was upon and
his companions, may Allah be pleased with them all.

10 Mukhtasar Al-Hujjah fi Tarik Al-Mahajjah by Abu Al-Fath Al-Maqdisi (357).
And regarding his saying: “And leaving rai and giyas”, then the intended here is
the giyas in ‘aqidah.

11 The previous source (395).
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‘Umar ibn “Abdil-‘Aziz (d. 101h) said:
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“The Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) and those in
authority after him legislated a Sunnah; adhering to it is believing in the
Book of Allah, fulfilling the obedience towards Allah and a strength in the
religion of Allah ‘azza wa jalla. Whoever acts upon it is guided, and
whoever seeks support by it is given support. And whoever opposes it has
followed a way other than that of the believers, and Allah will leave him to
what he has chosen.”

And Al-Barbahari (d. 329h) said:

oy ol ) ey ooy ade 1 Lo aie Cleol oy sl aile 58 U1 LA
& Lebaly A3l Mo 2wy (S5 cpnly dho AR agie Bl | b csladly L2l o
gL

“And the foundation upon which the Jama’ah is built is the companions of
Muhammad (sall Allahu “alayhi wa sallam), may Allah have mercy upon
them all. And they are the people of Sunnah and Jama’ah. So whoever does
not take (their religion) from them, he has verily gone astray and
innovated. And every innovation is misguidance, and the misguidance
and its people are in Hellfire.”1

12 As-Sunnah by “Abdullah ibn Al-Imam Ahmad (narration 743) and Al-Ibanah
Al-Kubra by Ibn Battah (narration 241).
13 Sharh As-Sunnah by Al-Barbahari (59).
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Chapter: Whoever exits from one principle from the principles of
Ahlus-Sunnah he is a misguided innovator, even if he agrees with
the Sunnah in the rest of the principles

No-one deserves to be described with the Sunnah or to be given the
name Sunni, until he agrees with all of the principles of the Sunnah.
So whoever leaves the Sunnah in only one principle he is not a
Sunni.

Sufyan ibn “Uyaynah (d. 198h) said:
a5 a3 s L J5 ey it LaSanl uib ad 58 ab (3 ke AL

“The Sunnah is ten. So whoever has these, then he has completed the
Sunnah, and whoever leaves any of it, then he has left the Sunnah.” And
after (saying) this he mentioned the principles of the Sunnah.*

And ‘Alr Al-Madini (d. 243) said:
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“Speaking about the Qadar and other than it from the Sunnah is hated.

And the one who does this — even if he agrees with the Sunnah in his words

—is not from the people of Sunnah until he leaves the arguing and submits
and believes in the iman.”

And Al-Barbahari (d. 329h) said:
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“And it is not allowed for a man to say that fulan is a follower of Sunnah
until he knows that the characteristics of Sunnah are gathered with him.

14 Sharh Usul I'tigad Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama’ah by Al-Lalakai (175).
15 The previous source (186).
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So he is not called a follower of Sunnah until all of the Sunnah is gathered
with him.”1

And likewise is the innovator. He deserves his name (i.e. innovator)
by opposing the Sunnah in only one principle, even if he agrees in
the rest of the principles.

Harb Al-Karmani (d. 280h) said in the beginning of his ‘agidah
which he narrated the agreement (of the scholars) for:
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“This is the madhhab (path, way, belief) of the leaders of knowledge, the
people of athar (narration), and the people of Sunnah; those who are known
for it (i.e. the Sunnah) and who are followed in it. From the companions of
the Prophet (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) until this day of ours. And I
met whom I met from the scholars of the people of ‘Iraq, Hijaz, Sham and
others than them. So whoever opposes anything from these madhahib (pl.
madhhab) or speaks badly of it, or criticizes the one who speaks of it, then
he is a mukhalif (opposer) mubtadi’ (innovator) who has left the Jama’ah,
he has deviated from the manhaj of the Sunnah and the Path of Truth.”V”

After this he clarified the “agidah of Ahlus-Sunnah and he mentioned
what opposes it of beliefs. Then he said:
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“So whoever says any of these sayings, holds the opinion of it, desires it,
is pleased with it or loves it, he has verily opposed the Sunnah, exited from

16 Sharh As-Sunnah by Al-Barbahart (122).
17 Kitab As-Sunnah from the Masail of Harb ibn Isma’il Al-Handhali Al-Karmani
(33).
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the Jama’ah, left the narration, said that which opposes (the truth), entered
into innovation and deviated from the right path.”

So the (name) Sunni is a name which applies to the one who gathers
the characteristics of the Sunnah in all of its principles; in the issue
of Tawhid, the issue of Al-Asma was-Sifat, the issue of the Quran,
the issue of the iman, the issue of the Qadar, the issue of following,
the issue of the Sahabah, the issue of the Khilafah and leadership, and
the issue of the signs of the Hour and the Last Day. So the one who
deserves the name Sunni is the one who in all of these issues
believes in the principles of Ahlus-Sunnah, and he does not leave (or
deviate) from it.

And everyone who leaves one principle from the principles of
Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama’ah, he is a misguided innovator even if he
agrees in the rest of the principles. So whoever opposes in one issue
among these issues he has left the Sunnah and is upon innovation;
either a bid’ah mukaffirah (an innovation that causes a person to
leave Islam), or a bid’ah ghayr mukaffirah (an innovation which does
not cause the person to leave Islam). According to the (type of)
opposition and the details in this.

The Sunnah in the issue of Tawhid is: Worshipping Allah alone,
allying based upon this, declaring takfir upon the one who leaves it,
disassociating from shirk, having enmity towards its people and
declaring takfir upon the one who performs it.

And the Sunnah in the issue of Al-Asma was-Sifat is: Establishing
what Allah established for Himself, and what His Messenger
established for Him, without tahrif (distortion), ta’til (invalidation),
takyif (conditioning) and tamthil (comparing).

And the Sunnah in the issue of the Quran is: That the Quran is the
Word of Allah and not created. In it He spoke with letter and sound.
Whoever says that it is created commits kufr.

18 The previous source (70).
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And the Sunnah in the issue of iman is: That iman is speech, deeds,
intention and following the Sunnah. It increases and decreases and
people are different in it (i.e. in their 7man). And that the beliefs, the
sayings and the deeds all are pillars in 7man. None of these three are
beneficial except along with the rest. And that an exception is made
in 7man, so a person says: ‘I am a believer in sha Allah’. He should not
say: ‘I am a believer’, and even worse than such a person is the one
who say: ‘I am a true believer’.

And the Sunnah in the issue of the Qadar is: That you believe in the
Qadar, (and that) the good, the bad, the sweet and the bitter of it all
is from Allah. And that the deeds of the slaves of obedience and
disobedience all are created. He — subhanahu — guides the one for
whom He wants the guidance by His Bounty, and He misguides
the one for whom He wants misguidance by His Justice.

& 558 b Jaksce Yy

“He (i.e. Allah) is not asked about what He does, but they (i.e. the
slaves) will be asked.” (Al-Anbiya 21:23)

And the Sunnah in the issue of following is: That you follow the
Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) and his
companions, may Allah be pleased with them all. So you do not
leave their path, and you avoid the rai and giyas.

And the Sunnah in the issue of the Sahabah is: That you mention all
of the Sahabah with good, you ask Allah to be pleased with them all,
you refrain from (mentioning) the disputes between them, you love
them, you respect them and you prefer Abu Bakr, then “Umar, then
‘Uthman and then “AliL.

And the Sunnah in the issue of Khilafah and leadership is: That you
listen to and obey the leader in what is difficult for you and what is
easy for you, in what pleases you and in what you dislike, and
(acknowledge his) status over you. And that you do not dispute the
affair with its people (i.e. dispute their status) as long as you do not
see apparent kufr for which you have a clear evidence from Allah;
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such as exchanging the Shari’ah, ruling with manmade laws which
contradicts the Shari’ah and alliance with the mushrikiin.

And you leave the fitan (trials and tribulations) and you do not
indulge in it, neither with hand nor with tongue.

And the Sunnah in the issue of the signs of the Hour and the Last
Day is: That you believe in what has been established in the Book
and the Sunnah, and you do not reject this due to rar and giyas.

And there are many details in these issues, so read them in the
(books of) ‘agidah of the Salaf and the books of Sunnah, and show
great attention to these things: gathering its evidences and looking
into the narrations of the Salaf in it.

The intended is, that whoever opposes in one principles from these
issues: he has exited the Sunnah and he is not from its people, and
he deserves to be treated with the treatment given to the people of
innovation of severity and boycotting, just as this will be explained
by the permission of Allah the Exalted.

This, and verily did the people of deviation in this time connect the
judgment upon the innovator with (the condition), that (first) when
the innovation has prevailed over him (then he is judged as an
innovator). And this condition is false as it has become apparent.

For verily the sects of innovation and desires, their beginning was
by opposing the Sunnah in only one issue. For the Khawarij
opposed in the issue of iman, the Rawafid opposed in the issue of
the Sahabah, the Qadariyyah opposed in the issue of the Qadar, the
Murjiah opposed in the issue of iman, the Jahmiyyah opposed in the
issue of the Attributes, and all of these deserved their names of
innovation due to their opposition — in the beginning of the affair —
in only one principle. And the Salaf treated them with what they
deserve of the treatment of the innovator in this principle. They did
not take into consideration that they agreed on the rest of the issues.
And this was an agreement from the Sahabah and then those who
came after them upon the fact that whoever leaves the Sunnah in
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only one principle, he is an innovator and he deserves the treatment
given to the people of innovation.

And whoever ponders over the hadith of the Messenger of Allah
(sallAllahu “alayhi wa sallam) regarding the Khawarij, for him this
principle will become very clear.

It was narrated in the two Sahih, from the hadith of Abu Sa’id Al-
Khudr1 (radiAllahu ‘anhu) that the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu

‘alayhi wa sallam) said:
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“In this Ummah a people will emerge where you will look down
upon your prayer compared to their prayer.” And in a hadith: “One
of you will look down upon his prayer compared to their prayer,
and his fast compared to their fast. They will read the Quran but it
will not reach beyond their throats. They pass through the religion
just like an arrow passes through a target.” And in a hadith:
“If I met them I would verily kill them like the people of ‘Ad were
killed.” And in a hadith: “(As the) killing of Thamiid.”"

So notice how the Prophet (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) did not let
their good prayers and fasting be a prevention for them leaving (the
religion) and reaching the (state of) innovation and them exiting
from the Sunnah.

19 Sahih Al-Bukhari (6931, 3344, 4351) and Sahih Muslim (1064).
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Chapter: The signs of the Sunni and the signs of the innovator

The leaders of the Sunnah — rahimahumullah — mentioned a number
of signs of the people of Sunnah and a number of signs of the people
of innovation, for further clarification of the reality of the Sunni and
the reality of the innovator.

And the most distinct sign of the people of the Sunnah is the love of
the leaders of the Sunnah, taking from them, showing great
attention to their narrations and not preferring the opinions of
anyone else over theirs.

‘Al1 Al-Madini (d. 243h) said:
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“And if you see a man who loves Abii Hurayrah and making du’a for him
and asking for mercy for him, then hope that he is good and know that he
is innocent of innovation. And if you see a man who loves ‘Umar ibn
‘Abdil-"Aziz and mention his good sides and spreading these, then know
that behind this there is good, in sha Allah. And if you see a man from the
people of Basrah leaning upon Ayyib As-Sikhtiyani, Ibn ‘Awn, Yiinus
and At-Taymi, and he loves them and mentions them a lot and follow their
example a lot, then hope that he is good. Then after these, Hammad ibn
Salamah, Mu’adh ibn Mu’adh and Wahb ibn Jarir, for these are verily the
affliction of the people of innovation. And if you see a man from the people
of Kiifah leaning upon Talhah ibn Musarrif, Ibn Abjur, Ibn Hayyan At-
Taymi, Malik ibn Mighwal, Sufyan ibn Sa’id Ath-Thawri and Zaidah,

24



then wish him well. And after these, ‘Abdullah ibn Idris, Muhammad ibn
‘Ubayd, Ibn Abi ‘Utbah, Al-Muharibi, then hope that he is good.”?

And Al-Barbahari (d. 32%h) said:
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“And if you see a man who loves Abii Hurayrah, Anas ibn Malik and
Usayd ibn Hudayr, then know that he is a follower of the Sunnah, in sha
Allah. And if you see a man who loves Ayyub, Ibn ‘Awn, Yinus ibn
‘Ubayd, *Abdullah ibn Idris Al-Awdi, Ash-Sha’bi, Malik ibn Mighwal,
Yazid ibn Zuray’, Mu’adh ibn Mu’adh, Wahb ibn Jarir, Hammad ibn
Salamah, Hammad ibn Zayd, Malik ibn Anas, Al-Awza’t and Zaidah ibn
Qudamah, then know that he is a follower of the Sunnah. And if you see a
man who loves Al-Hajjaj ibn Al-Minhal, Ahmad ibn Hanbal and Ahmad
ibn Nasr, then know that he is a follower of the Sunnah, in sha Allah, and

he (i.e. this man) mentions them with good things and holds their
opinion.”!

And the distinct sign of the people of innovation and desires is the
hatred for the leaders of the Sunnah and the slandering of them.

Abu Hatim Ar-Razi (d. 277h) said:
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“The sign of the people of innovation is slandering the people of
narration.”?

20 Sharh Usil I'tigad Ahlis-Sunnah wal-Jama’ah by Al-Lalakai (191-192).
21 Sharh As-Sunnah by Al-Barbahari (111).
22 Sharh Usiil I'tigad Ahlis-Sunnah wal-Jama’ah by Al-Lalakai (200).
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And Abt ‘Uthman As-Sabuni (d. 449h) said:
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“And the sign of innovation upon its people is clear and obvious. And the
most apparent of their signs is: their severe enmity to the carriers of the
narrations of the Prophet (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), belittling them
and calling them hashwiyyah, ignorant, dhahiriyyah and mushabbihah.”?

And from the signs of the innovator is that he sits with the people
of innovation and he takes them as advisors, even if he along with
this ascribes to the Sunnah and claims that he is from its people.

It was narrated in Al-Ibanah Al-Kubra by Ibn Battah that Sufyan
Ath-Thawri (d. 121h) when he arrived in Basrah he looked into the
affair of Ar-Rabi’ —i.e. ibn Subayh — and his status with the people.

(So) he asked: “What is his madhhab?” They said: “His madhhab is
nothing but the Sunnah.” He said: “Who are his advisors?” They said:
“The people of Qadar.” He said: “He is a qadari.”

So Ibn Battah Al-‘Ukbari (d. 387h) commentated after it and said:
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“May Allah have mercy upon Sufyan Ath-Thawri. He verily uttered
himself based upon wisdom and he spoke the truth. And he spoke based
upon knowledge so he was in accordance with the Book and the Sunnah,

what wisdom necessitates, what is achieved through vision and what the
people of insight and clarity knows. Allah — "azza wa jalla — said:

23 ‘Aqidah As-Salaf wa Ashab Al-Hadith by Aba “Uthman As-Sabiini (299).
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“0 you who believe. Do not take advisors from those besides you

(i.e. other than the Muslims). They will not miss a chance to harm

you. They wish for what causes you suffering (and distress).” (Alu
‘Imran 3:118) "%

And Al-Barbahart (d. 329h) said:
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“And if you see a man sitting with a man from the people of desires, then
warn him and inform him. Then if you see him sitting with him after he
knows, then stay away from him. For he is verily a follower of desires.”?

And from the signs of the people of innovation is rejecting the
narrations of the Salaf and not ascribing to them.

Al-Barbahari said:

Vg oYl o afl BV b gy of OBV 3, oF BV el ) e 13
Flie S92 Lo ST 3es

“And if you see a man criticize the narrations, reject the narrations or
wanting something else than the narrations, then accuse him in Islam and
do not doubt that he is a follower of desires and an innovator.”?

And Ibn Taymiyyah said:
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“So it became known that the sign of the people of innovation is leaving
the claim of following the Salaf.”?

2 Al-Ibanah Al-Kubra by Ibn Battah (narration 452).
% Sharh As-Sunnah by Al-Barbahari (112).

2% Sharh As-Sunnah by Al-Barbahari (107).

¥ Majmi” Al-Fatawa (4/155).
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And the sign of the innovator is also that he hides more of his
innovation than what he openly shows.

Al-Barbahari said:
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“And if some innovation appears to you from a person, then beware of him.
For verily what he has hidden from you is more than what he has
showed.”?

From the signs of the people of innovation is also that they give the
people of Sunnah other names than their names, and they describe
them with awful nicknames and accusations which they are more
deserving of themselves.

Harb Al-Karmani (d. 280h) said in his “agidah:
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28 Sharh As-Sunnah by Al-Barbahari (114).
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“Verily did the people of desire, innovation and opposition invent ugly and
hideous names with which they named the people of Sunnah with. By that
they want to criticize them, insult them and defame them, and (they want)
that the fools and ignorant have contempt for them.

As for the Murjiah: then they call the people of Sunnah: Shukkak
(doubters). And the Murjiah lied. Rather they are more entitled to (the
description of) doubt and rejection.

As for the Qadariyyah: then they verily call the people of Sunnah and
affirmation: Mujbirah. And the Qadariyyah lied. Rather they are more
entitled to (the description of) lying and opposing. They negated the Power
of Allah over His creation and they said about Him what He — tabaraka
wa ta’ald — is not deserving of (i.e. when they described Him as incapable
of overpowering the will of the slaves).

As for the Jahmiyyah: then they verily call the people of Sunnah:
Mushabbihah. And the Jahmiyyah have lied, the enemies of Allah. Rather
they are more entitled to (be described with) tashbih and rejection. They
invented a lie against Allah ‘azza wa jalla. They said falsehood and
untruth about Allah and they committed kufr in their saying.

As for the Rafidah: then they verily call the people of Sunnah: Nasibah.
And the Rafidah have lied. Rather they are more entitled to this name,
when they were hostile to the Companions of Muhammad (sall Allaihu
‘alayhi wa sallam) with insults and curses. And they said about them
something which is not the truth, they ascribed them to other than justice
in lie, injustice and boldness towards Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — and while
belittling the right of the Messenger (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), and
they, by Allah, are more entitled to being rebuked and the retaliation
against them.

As for the Khawarij: then they verily call the people of Sunnah and
Jama’ah: Murjiah. And the Khawdrij have lied [in their saying]. Rather
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they are the Murjiah. They claim that they are upon iman (and truth)
besides all people and (that) whoever opposes them are kuffar.

As for the Ashab Ar-Rai wal-Qiyas (the followers of opinion and analogy):
then they verily call the people of Sunnah: Nabitah and Hashwiyyah. And
Ashab Ar-Rai the enemies of Allah have lied. Rather they are the Nabitah
and Hashwiyyah. They left the path of the Messenger (sall Allahu ‘alayhi
wa sallam) and his hadith and (instead) spoke (about the religion) based
upon opinion. They measured the religion with istihsan (viewing as
favorable) and the judged with what opposed the Book and the Sunnah.
And they are people of innovation, ignorant and misguided (people) who
seek a religion through lying and falsehood.”?

And from the signs of the people of innovation is that their
innovation starts as something small, and then it becomes bigger
and increases, little by little.

It was verily narrated in the Sunan of Ad-Darimi, from ‘Amr ibn
Salamah who said:
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2 Kitab As-Sunnah from the Masail of Harb ibn Isma’il Al-Karmani (70).
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“We used to sit in front of the door of “Abdullah ibn Mas’id (radiAllahu
‘anhu) before the dawn prayer. Then when he came out we would walk
with him to the masjid. So Abit Miisa Al-Ash’ari (radiAllahu ‘anhu) came
to us and said: ‘Did Abui "Abdir-Rahman (i.e. Ibn Mas’tid) come out to
you yet?’

We said: ‘No, not yet.”

So he sat with us until he came out. Then when he came out we all got up
to him. Then Abu Miisa said to him: ‘O Abii ‘Abdir-Rahman, earlier 1
verily saw something in the masjid which I did not recognize, and I did
not see — by the praise of Allah — anything but good.’

He said: “And what is that?’
So he said: “If you will live, then you will see it for yourself.”

He said: ‘In the masjid I saw people sitting in a circle waiting for the
prayer, and in every circle there is a man. And in their hands are pebbles.
Then he (i.e. the man) says: ‘Say Allahu akbar hundred times’, and they
will say Allahu Akbar hundred times. Then he will say: ‘Say La ilaha illa
Allah hundred times’, and they will say La ilaha illa Allah hundred times.
And he says: ‘Say subhan-Allah hundred times’, and they would say
subhan-Allah hundred times.’

He said: ‘And what did you say to them?’

He said: ‘I did not say anything to them, waiting for your opinion or
waiting for your command.’

He said: “‘Why did you not tell them to count their sins and assure them
that none of their good deeds would be lost?’
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Then he left and we left with him until he reached a circle from one of these
circles. So he stopped at them and said: “What is this which I see that you
are doing?’

They said: ‘O Abii "Abdir-Rahman, with these we count the takbir, tahlil
and tasbih.’

He said: “Then count your sins. How fast did you not become destroyed?
Here the companions of your Prophet (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) are
great in numbers, here are his clothes which have not yet decayed and his
bowl which has not yet broken. By the One in whose Hand my soul is in,
either you are upon a religion which is better in guidance than the millah
of Muhammad (sall Allahu “alayhi wa sallam), or you are opening the door
to misguidance.”’

They said: ‘By Allah, O Abu ‘Abdir-Rahman, we only wanted to do good.”

He said: "And how many wants to do good but do not achieve it. Verily the
Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) narrated to us that a
people will read the Quran but it will not reach beyond their throats. By
Allah, I do not know but perhaps most of them will be from you.” Then he
turned away from them.

So "Amr ibn Salamah said: “We saw most of those circles attack us on the
day of An-Nahrawan along with the Khawarij.””*

So look at how their innovation started as something small and it
took shape as something extra in the context of the adkhar (pl.
dhikr). Then after that most of them revolted with the Khawarij. We
ask Allah for safety and soundness (in the religion). These are a
gathering of signs by which the Sunni becomes distinct, and the
signs by which the innovator becomes distinct. So be — may Allah
have mercy upon you — attentive towards these so the situations of
the two groups do not become difficult for you.

% Sunan Ad-Darimi (210).
32



The second section: The command of adhering to the
Sunnah and warning against innovation

In the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His Prophet (sallAllahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) many evidences were narrated which support one
another regarding the obligation of adhering to the Sunnah and
warning against the innovation. And verily did the ijma’
(consensus) of the Muslims occur regarding this principle, and the
way the leaders of the religion expressed this were numerous.

Chapter: What was narrated in the Book of Allah - ‘azza wa jalla
— of command of adhering to the Sunnah and warning against
innovation

1. Allah — the Exalted — said:
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“So let those who oppose his (i.e. Muhammad) command beware
that a fitnah (affliction) will befall them, or a painful punishment
will befall them.” (An-Nur 24:63)

Ibn Kathir said in his tafsir:
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“His Words: “So let those who oppose his (i.e. Muhammad)
command beware.” This means the command of the Messenger of Allah
(sallAllahu “alayhi wa sallam), and this is his way, his method, his path,

his Sunnah and his Shari’ah. So the words and the deeds are measured
according to his words and deeds. Then whatever agrees with it is accepted
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and what opposes it is rejected for the one who says it and performs it, no
matter who this is. Just as this was established in the two Sahih and other
than these two, from the Messenger of Allah (sall Allahu “alayhi wa sallam)
that he said: “Whoever performs a deed which was not commanded
by us, then it is rejected.” This means: So let those who oppose the
Shari’ah of the Messenger inwardly and outwardly beware and fear “that
a fitnah (affliction) will befall them.” Which means: (a fitnah) in their
hearts of kufr, nifaq or innovation, “or a painful punishment will
befall them.” Which means: in the dunya, by getting killed, punished,
imprisoned or something similar.”

2. And He - the Exalted — said:
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“And whoever opposes the Messenger after the right path has
been shown clearly to him, and follows other than the believers’
way. We shall keep him in the path he has chosen, and burn him

in Hell - what an evil destination.” (An-Nisa 4:115)

‘Umar ibn ‘Abdil-‘Aziz (d. 101h) said:
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“The Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) and those in
authority after him legislated a Sunnah; adhering to it is believing in the
Book of Allah, fulfilling the obedience towards Allah and a strength in the
religion of Allah ‘azza wa jalla. Whoever acts upon it is guided, and
whoever seeks support by it is given support. And whoever opposes it has

followed a way other than that of the believers, and Allah will leave him to
what he has chosen.”!

31 As-Sunnah by ‘Abdullah ibn Al-Imam Ahmad (narration no. 743) and Al-
Ibanah Al-Kubra by Ibn Battah (narration no. 241).
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3. And He — the Exalted — said:
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“Follow that which was revealed to you from your Lord, and do
not follow besides Him any awliya (allies, protectors, helpers).
Little do you remember.” (Al-A’raf 7:3)

Ibn Kathir said in his tafsir:
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“(His Words:) “Follow that which was revealed to you from your
Lord.” This means: Follow the tracks of the unlettered Prophet who came
to you with a Book which was revealed to you from the Lord of everything
and the Owner of it. “And do not follow besides Him any awliya
(allies, protectors, helpers).” This means: Do not deviate from what the
Messenger came to you with to something else, for then you will verily
have turned away from the judgment of Allah to the judgment of someone
else.”

4. And He — the Exalted - said:
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“That day some faces will be white and some faces will be black.
As for those whose faces became black (it will be said to them):
‘Did you commit kufr after your iman, so taste the punishment
for what you used to reject.’ And as for those whose faces will

become white, then (they will be) in the Mercy of Allah, and they

will remain therein.” (Alu ‘Imran 3:106-107)
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Al-Lalakal narrated with his chain of narration, from Ibn ‘Abbas
regarding His — the Exalted — Words: “That day some faces will be
white and some faces will be black.” He said:
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“As for those whose faces will become white, then they are Ahlus-Sunnah
wal-Jama’ah and the people of knowledge. And as for those whose faces
will become black, then they are the people of innovation and
misguidance.”?

5. And He — the Exalted — said:
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“Or do they have partner who legislated for them of the religion
what Allah has not allowed. And had it not been for a decisive
word (gone forth) the matter would have been judged between
them. And verily for the unjust there is painful punishment.”
(Ash-Shura 42:21)

4

Ibn Taymiyyah said in Al-Istigamah:
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“And we have already established in the principles regarding the principle
of Sunnah and innovation: that the innovation is a religion which Allah
and His Messenger have not commanded. So whoever adopts a religion
which Allah and His Messenger have not commanded, then by that he is
an innovator. And this is the meaning of His — the Exalted — Words: “Or

%2 Sharh Usiil I'tigad Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama’ah by Al-Lalakai (79).
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do they have partner who legislated for them of the religion what
Allah has not allowed.” 7%

6. And He — the Exalted — said:
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“0O you who believe, eat from the allowed and good on the earth
and do not follow the footsteps of the Shaytan. He is verily a
clear enemy for you. He verily commands you to evil and
immorality, and to say about Allah what you do not know.”
(Al-Bagarah 2:168-169)

7. And He — the Exalted — said:
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“Say: ‘Verily my Lord has prohibited the immorality, what is
apparent of it and what is hidden, and sin and oppression
without right. And that you associate anything as partners with

Allah (in worship), and that you say about Allah what you do not
know.”” (Al-A’raf 7:33)

8. And He - the Exalted — said:
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“And do not say to what your tongues describe in lie: ‘This is
allowed and this is forbidden’, in order for you to invent a lie
about Allah. Verily those who invent lies about Allah will not be
successful.” (An-Nahl 16:116)

3 Al-Istiqamah by Ibn Taymiyyah (36).
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9. And He — the Exalted — said:
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“And on the Day of Resurrection you will see those who lied
about Allah, their faces will be black. Verily in Hellfire there is
an abode for the arrogant.” (Az-Zumar 39:60)
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10. And He — the Exalted — said:
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“Was the covenant of the Book not taken from them; that they
should not say anything about Allah except the truth. And they
studied what was in it. And the abode of the hereafter is better

for the pious. Do you not understand?” (Al-A’'raf 7:169)

11. And He - the Exalted — said:
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“0 people of the Book, do not become extreme in your religion
and do not say anything about Allah except the truth.”
(An-Nisa 4:171)

12. And He - the Exalted — said:
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“And who is more unjust than the one who invents a lie against
Allah and rejects His verses. Verily the unjust will not be
successful.” (Al-An’am 6:21)
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13. And He — the Exalted — said:
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“So who is more unjust than the one who invents a lie against
Allah in order to mislead the people without knowledge. Verily
Allah does not guide the unjust people.” (Al-An’am 6:144)

And all of these verses prohibit fabricating lies against Allah
without knowledge, lying about the Islamic Legislation and
introducing anything into the religion which is not from Allah. And
the innovation and newly invented matters are from the biggest lies
against Allah and fabricating untruths about Him without any
right.

Ibn Kathir said in his tafsir of the verse in siirah An-Nabhl:
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““And do not say to what your tongues describe in lie: “This is
allowed and this is forbidden’, in order for you to invent a lie
about Allah. Verily those who invent lies about Allah will not be
successful.” He — the Exalted — prohibited following the path of the
mushrikiin who allowed and prohibited merely by what they described and
agreed upon of names based upon their opinion, such as the Bahirah, the
Saibah, the Wasilah and the Ham, and other than these among that which
was a legislation for them which they invented in their jahiliyyah. So He
said: “And do not say to what your tongues describe in lie: This is
allowed and this is forbidden’, in order for you to invent a lie about
Allah. And included in this is everyone who invents and innovation
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which does not have a source from the Islamic legislation. Or he
allows something which Allah has prohibited, or prohibits something
which Allah has allowed, merely based upon his opinion and what pleases

V4

him.

14. And He - the Exalted — said:
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“Today I have perfected your religion for you, fulfilled My favor
upon you and I am pleased with Islam as your religion.” (Al-
Maidah 5:3)

Al-Imam Malik (d. 179) — rahimahullah — said:
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"Whoever invents anything in this Ummah which our Salaf (predecessors)
were not upon, then he has verily claimed that the Messenger of Allah
(sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) has betrayed the religion. Because Allah
says: “Today I have fulfilled for you your religion.” So whatever
was not from the religion at that time will never be from the religion
today.”>*

15. And He - the Exalted — said:
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“Say: ‘Shall we inform you about the biggest losers with regards
to their deeds? (They are) those whose efforts in this life were
wasted while they were thinking that they were doing good.”

(Al-Kahf 18:103-104)

3¢ Al-Thkam f1 Usiil Al-Ahkam by Ibn Hazm, with his chain of narration, from
Imam Malik (6/58), and Al-I'tisam by Ash-Shatib1 (1/67).
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Ibn Kathir said in his tafsir:
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“And He said in this noble verse: “Say: Shall we inform you.” This
means: Tell you about. “About the biggest losers with regards to
their deeds?” Then He explained it and said: “(They are) those whose
efforts in this life were wasted.” This means: They performed invalid
deeds according to something else than the legislated, satisfied and
accepted legislation. “While they were thinking that they were
doing good.” This means: They believe that they are upon something,
and that they are accepted and loved.”

16. And He — the Exalted — said:
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“And hold onto the rope of Allah all together and do not become
disunited.” (Alu ‘Imran 3:103)

Al-Bukhari (d. 256h) said:
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“And they used to forbid the innovation: which the Prophet (sallAllahu

‘alayhi wa sallam) and his companions were not upon, due to His Words:

“And hold onto the rope of Allah all together and do not become
disunited.” "%

% Sharh Usiil I'tigad Ahlis-Sunnah wal-Jama’ah by Al-Lalakai (196).
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17. And He — the Exalted — said:
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“0 you who believe, obey Allah and obey the Messenger and
those who are in authority among you. And if you dispute in
anything then refer it back to Allah and the Messenger if you
(really) believe in Allah and the Last Day. That is better and
more suitable for final resolution.” (An-Nisa 4:59)

f

18. And He — the Exalted — said:
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“And whoever obeys Allah and the Messenger, then these will be
with the ones upon whom Allah has bestowed His favor among

the prophet, the truthful, the martyrs and the righteous. And
excellent are those as companions.” (An-Nisa 4:69)

19. And He - the Exalted — said:
¢ Guis cgle AWZSIE 5 a5 Pl A8 0,20 ol 02 B

“And whoever obeys the Messenger then he has verily obeyed
Allah. And whoever turns away, then we have not sent you as a
watcher over them.” (An-Nisa 4:80)

20. And He - the Exalted — said:
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“So fear Allah and set straight that which is between you (of

disputes). And obey Allah and His Messenger if you (really) are
believers.” (Al-Anfal 8:1)
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21. And He — the Exalted — said:
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“0 you who believe, respond to Allah and to the Messenger
when he invites you to what gives you life.” (Al-Anfal 8:25)

22. And He — the Exalted — said:
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“Verily the only thing the believers say when they are invited to
Allah and His Messenger to judge between them is that they say:
‘We listen and obey’, and those are the successful.”
(An-Nur 24:51)

23. And He - the Exalted — said:
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“Say: ‘Obey Allah and obey the Messenger.’ Then if they turn
away, then verily upon him is (only) his obligation and upon you
is your obligation. And if they obey him they will be guided. And

upon the Messenger is (only) conveying the clear Message.”
(An-Nur 24:54)

24. And He - the Exalted — said:
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“It is not for a believing man or woman, when Allah and His
Messenger have decided in a matter, that they have their own
choice in their affair. And whoever disobeys Allah and His
Messenger he is verily in plain misguidance.” (Al-Ahzab 33:36)

43



All of these verses command following the Messenger of Allah
(sallAllahu “alayhi wa sallam), adhering to his Sunnah and following
his guidance.

Verily did He — the Exalted — command that disputes are returned
to the Book and the Sunnah, and He praised those who obeyed the
Messenger with the highest of praise. And He — subhanahu — made
the obedience of the Messenger (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) a part
of obeying Him ‘azza wa jalla, He connected iman with the obedience
of Allah and His Messenger (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) and He
made the guidance to be in the obedience of him (sallAllahu ‘alayhi
wa sallam).

25. And He — the Exalted — said:
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“Say: ‘If you (really) love Allah, then follow me. (Then) Allah will
love you and forgive you for your sins. And Allah is Forgiving
and Merciful.” (Alu ‘Imran 3:31)

It was narrated in the tafsir of At-Tabari and Ibn Abi Hatim, from
Al-Hasan Al-Basri (d. 110h) that he said regarding this verse:
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“A people in the time of the Prophet (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said:
‘O Muhammad, we verily love our Lord.” So Allah — ‘azza wa jalla —
revealed: “Say: ‘If you (really) love Allah, then follow me. (Then)
Allah will love you and forgive you for your sins.” So He made
following His Prophet Muhammad (sall Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) a sign
of loving Him, and He punished whoever opposed him.”
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Ibn Kathir said in his tafsir:
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“This honorable verse is a judge over everyone who claims to love Allah.
And if he is not upon the way of Muhammad at the same time, then he is
a liar in his claim, until he follows the legislation of Muhammad and the
prophetic religion in all of his statements and situations. Just as this was
established in the Sahih from the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi
wa sallam) that he said: “Whoever makes a deed which is not
commanded by us, then it is rejected.” And due to this He said: “Say:
‘If you (really) love Allah, then follow me. (Then) Allah will love
you.” This means: You will achieve more than what you sought after with
your love of Him, and that is Him loving you. And this is bigger than the

first. Just as some of the wise people said: The important thing is not that
you love, rather, the important thing is that you are loved.”

And the Shaykh Muhammad Al-Amin Ash-Shinditi said:
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“And know, that everyone who claims to love the Messenger of Allah

(sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) while he opposes him (in his Sunnah and
religion), he is a liar. He does not love Allah and His Messenger. Whoever
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opposes Allah, then the love is diminished by the size of the opposition. The
one who loves does not oppose the one he loves. So the clear sign of loving
Allah and loving His Messenger, and the absolute testimony to this, is
following what came from Allah upon the tongue of His Messenger
Muhammad (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam). And the confirmation of this
in the Book of Allah is: “Say: “If you (really) love Allah, then follow
me. (Then) Allah will love you.” So the absolute sign of loving Allah
and loving the Messenger of Allah, is following the Messenger of Allah.
So everyone who claims that he loves Allah and loves the Messenger of
Allah while he is indulging in issues of opposition to what the Messenger
of Allah came with, he is a liar (in his claim).”?

% Al-’Adhb An-Namir min Majalis Ash-Shingiti fit-Tafsir (5/362).
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Chapter: What was narrated in the Sunnah of the Prophet
(sallAllahu 'alayhi wa sallam) of the command to adhering to the
Sunnah and the warning against innovation

1. It was narrated in Sahih Al-Bukhari from the hadith of Abu
Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam)
said:
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“All of my nation will enter Paradise, except the one who refuses.”
They said: “O Messenger of Allah, and who will refuses this?” He said:

“Whoever obeys me will enter Paradise, and whoever disobeys me
he has verily refused.”

2. And in Sahih Muslim from Abt Hurayrah that the Messenger of
Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) said:
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“In the last part of my nation there will be people who will narrate
to you and your fathers what you have never heard (before), so be
aware of them.”

3. And in the two Sahih from “Aishah who said:
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“The Prophet (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) did something, and (thereby)
made a dispensation in it. But some people (still) refrained from doing it.

Then this reached the Prophet (sall Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), so he gave a
sermon in which he praised Alldh, and then he said: “What is wrong

%7 Sahih Al-Bukhari (7280).
3 Sahih Muslim (6).
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with a people who refrain from doing something which I do? By
Allah, I am verily more knowledgeable than them about Allah and
I fear Him more than them.””>

4. Ahmad, Abu Dawtd, At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah (all) narrated
from the hadith of Al-‘Irbad ibn Sariyah that the Messenger of Allah
(sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said:
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“It is upon you to follow my Sunnah and the Sunnah of the rightly
guided Caliphs. Adhere to it and bite in it with the molar teeth. And
beware of newly invented matters. For verily every newly invented
matter is an innovation, and every innovation is misguidance.” At-
Tirmidhi said: “This hadith is good and correct.”*

5. And it was narrated in the two Sahih from the Mother of the
believers, ‘Aishah (radiAllahu ‘anhi) who said: The Messenger of
Allah (sallAllahu “alayhi wa sallam) said:
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“Whoever introduces (something new) to this affair of ours which
is not from it, then it will be rejected.”*!

% Sahth Al-Bukhari (6101) and Sahih Muslim (2356).

40 Musnad Ahmad (17144), Sunan Abi Dawud (4607), Sunan At-Tirmidhi (2676)
and Sunan Ibn Majah (42).

4 Sahih Al-Bukhari (2697) and Sahih Muslim (1718).
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6. And in Sahih Muslim also from ‘Aishah, from the Prophet
(sallAllahu “alayhi wa sallam):
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“Whoever performs a deed which we have not commanded, then it
will be rejected.”*

7. Ahmad, Abt Dawtid, At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah (all) narrated
from Abu Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi
wa sallam) said:
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“The Jews became divided into seventy-one or seventy-two sects,
and likewise the Christians. And my nation will become divided
into seventy-three sects.” At-Tirmidhi said: “(This is a) good and
correct hadith.”*

And in Musnad of Ahmad and Sunan Abi Dawud, from
Mu’awiyah ibn Abi Sufyan (radiAllahu ‘anhu) that the Messenger of
Allah (sallAllahu “alayhi wa sallam) said:
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“Verily those who were before you from the people of the Book
became divided into seventy-two religions. And verily this religion
will become divided into seventy-three; Seventy-two in Hellfire
and one in Paradise. And that is the Jama’ah.”*

4 Sahth Muslim (1718).

4 Musnad Ahmad (8377), Sunan Abi Dawud (4596), Sunan At-Tirmidhi (2640) —
and he declared it sahih — Sunan Ibn Majah (3991) and Ibn Taymiyyah declared it
as sahih in Majma’” Al-Fatawa (3/345).

4 Musnad Ahmad (16937) and Sunan Abi Dawid (4597).
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And in the Musnad of Ahmad and Sunan At-Tirmidhi, from Anas,
from the Prophet (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam):
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“Verily Banii Israil became divided into seventy-one sects, and
verily my nation will become divided into seventy-two sects. All
of them will be in Hellfire except one, and that is the Jama’ah.”*

8. And Ahmad and Ad-Darimi narrated from ‘Abdullah ibn
Mas’uad who said:
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“The Messenger of Allah (sall Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) drew a line with
his hand. Then he said: “This is the straight path of Allah.”” He said:
“Then he drew a line to its right and its left, and then he said: ‘These are
the paths. There is no path except that upon it there is a shaytan
inviting to it.” Then he recited:
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“And that this is My Straight Path, so follow it. And do not follow
the (other) paths.” (Al-An’am 6:153) 74

45 Musnad Ahmad (12208) and Sunan Ibn Majah (3993).
4 Musnad Ahmad (4142 and 4437) and Sunan Ad-Darimi (208).
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Chapter: What was narrated in the words of the Sahabah
(radiAllahu ‘anhum) of the command to adhering to the Sunnah
and the warning against innovation

1. Al-Bukhari narrated in his Sahih that ‘Umar ibn Al-Khattab
(radiAllahu ‘anhu) said:
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“I verily feared that a long time will pass upon the people, until someone
would say: “We do not find (the punishment of) stoning in the Book of
Allah.” So they will go astray by leaving an obligation which Allah has
revealed. Verily stoning is the right upon the one who fornicates after
having married, if the evidence is established, or if pregnancy or a
confession occurs.” Sufyan said: This is how I memorized it. “Verily
did the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) stone (the
adulterer), and we (also) stoned after him.”¥

And verily did that which ‘“Umar (radiAllahu ‘anhu) feared occur,
because the Khawarij rejected the (punishment of) stoning.

2. Ad-Darimi narrated in his Sunan from ‘Abdullah ibn Mas’td
(radiAllahu ‘anhu) who said:

"B dseng Yy lsadl "

“Follow and do not innovate, because you have verily been given
enough.”*

And Ibn Waddah narrated it in Al-Bida’, with his chain of narration
with the wording:
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47 Sahih Al-Bukhari (6829).
# Sunan Ad-Darimi (211).
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“Follow our narrations and do not innovate, because you have verily been
given enough.”

3. And in Sahih Al-Bukhari that Hudhayfah ibn Al-Yaman
(radiAllahu ‘anhu) said:
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“O gathering of reciters. Remain steadfast upon the path and then you
have verily preceded with a great precedence. But if you deviate to the right
and left, then you have verily gone astray into a faraway misguidance.”

4. And Ibn Waddah narrated with his chain of narration, from
‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas (radiAllahu ‘anhu) who said:
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“Upon you is to remain steadfast (upon the truth) and the narration. And
be aware against innovating.”>

# Al-Bida’ by Ibn Al-Waddah (narration no. 11).
50 Sahih Al-Bukhari (7282).
51 Al-Bida” by Ibn Waddah (narration no. 61).
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Chapter: What was narrated in the words of the aimmah (leaders)
of the command to adhering to the Sunnah and the warning

against innovation

1. Abu Dawiid narrated in his Sunan from ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdil-Aziz
(d. 101h) that he — rahimahulldh — said:
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“I advise you to fear Allah, and to be moderate in His Command. And to
follow the Sunnah of His Prophet (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), and
leaving what the innovators have innovated after the Sunnah (already) has
brought (the truth in) it, and the people became relieved of the burden (of
determining the religion). So it is upon you to adhere to the Sunnah. Verily
for you — by the permission of Allah — it will be a protection. And then
know that the people did not innovate any innovation, except that the
evidence (i.e. reason) for it or a lesson regarding it, already has gone forth.
For verily the Sunnah was legislated by one who knows what lies in its
opposite of mistakes, faults, stupidity and delving into (the issues). So be
satisfies for yourself with what the people (of truth before you) were
satisfied with for themselves. For verily they stood upon knowledge and
with a powerful insight they abstained (from misguidance). And they were
stronger in uncovering the affairs, and due to a precedence which they
were in, they are more entitled (to be followed). So if the guidance is in
what you are upon, then you have preceded them to it even if you say it is
something which happened after them. No-one has innovated it, except one
who followed something else than their path and turned himself away from
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them. For verily they are the frontrunners, and they spoke about it with
what is sufficient, and they described of it what cures. So nothing less than
them (i.e. their manhaj) is acceptable, and what is more than it is extreme.
And verily were some people neglectful in this, so they became distanced
from the religion, and some people did more than them, so they became
extreme. And verily they are in between these (two sides) upon an upright
guidance.”?

2. And in Hilyah Al-Awliya by Abu Nu’aym, with his chain of
narration, also from ‘Umar ibn *Abdil-* Aziz that he said:
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“You verily know that the people of Sunnah used to say: Adhering to the
Sunnah is a salvation. And the knowledge will be taken away with a quick
taking.”*

3. And in Ash-Shari’ah by Al-Ajurﬁ, with his chain of narration,

from ‘Abdur-Rahman Al-Awza’1 (d. 157h) — rahimahullih — who

said:
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“So have patience upon the Sunnah, and stop where the people stopped.

And say what they said and abstain from what they abstained from. And

follow the path of your pious predecessors, for what verily what was
enough for them is enough for you.”>*

4. And in Dhamm Al-Kalam by Al-Harawi, with his chain of
narration, from Imam Malik (d. 179h) — rahimahullah — who said:
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52 Sunan Abi Dawid (4612).

% Hilyah Al-Awliya and Tabaqat Al-Hanabilah by Abtit Nu’aym Al-Asbahani
(5/346).

54 Ash-Shar?’ah by Al-Ajurti (2/674).
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“The Sunnah is the ark of Nith; Whoever embarks upon it is saved and
whoever stays behind from it will drown.”>

5. And in Dhamm Al-Kalam by Al-Harawi, with his chain of
narration, also from Imam Malik — rahimahullah — who said:
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“If the slave performs major sins after he has not ascribed anything as
partners in worship with Allah and then is saved from the desires,
innovations and speaking unfavorably about the companions of the
Messenger of Allah (sall Allahu “alayhi wa sallam), then I hope that he will
be in the highest part of the Firdaws, along with the prophets, the truthful,
the martyrs and the righteous. And how good a company are those. And
this is because every major sin which is between the slave and Allah — ‘azza
wa jalla — then for it there is hope. But every desire (i.e. innovation) there
is no hope for, rather it causes for the one believing in it to enter the fire of
Jahannam. So the one who dies upon the Sunnah should rejoice. The one
who dies upon the Sunnah should rejoice. The one who dies upon the
Sunnah should rejoice.”>

6. And in Ithbat Sifah Al-"Uluw by Ibn Qudamah, he mentioned the
advice of Imam Ash-Shafi'1 (d. 204h) — rahimahullah — who said:

MJ.WTJ (,IM) ade g_;.,a ) J}M) o )B?b ezl f)j‘b ‘j’.'j e A gy ;;‘pjfj”
sy clsally gl 85

“And I advise to the fear of Allah ‘azza wa jalla, and adhering to the
Sunnah and the narrations from the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu

% Dhamm Al-Kalam by Al-Haraw1 (narration no. 885).
% The previous source (narration no. 879).
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‘alayhi wa sallam) and his companions. And leaving innovations and
desires, and avoiding it.”>

7. And in Manaqib Al-Imam Ahmad by Ibn Al-Jawzi, with his chain
of narration, there is a conveyance of the (risalah) Usul As-Sunnah
by Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal (d. 241h) — rahimahulldh — from the
riwayah of Musaddad ibn Musarhad. And from what Imam Ahmad
said in this (risalah regarding) ‘agidah of his was:
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“And I advise you and myself to fear Allah the All-Mighty, and adhering
to the Sunnah and the Jama’ah. For you verily know what happened to
those who opposed it, and what was narrated about those who followed it.”
And he also said in it: “Then after the Book of Allah (comes) the Sunnah
of the Prophet (sall Allahu “alayhi wa sallam) and the hadith from him, and
from the rightly quided from the companions of the Prophet, and the
Tabi’in after them. And believing in what the messengers came with. And
following the Sunnah is a salvation, and it (i.e. the Sunnah) is what the
people of knowledge conveyed, from one leader to another.” And he also
said: “And be aware of all the innovations.”

8. Abu Bakr ibn Abi Dawud As-Sijistani (d. 316h) said in his
haiyyah®:

57 Ithbat Sifah Al-“Uluw by Aba Muhammad Muwaffaq Ad-Din ibn Qudamah
Al-Maqdisi (179).

% Managqib Al-Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal by Ibn Al-Jawzi (168-170).

% Translator: A poem where the last letter in each verses is ha (7).
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“Grab hold of the rope of Allah and follow the guidance. And do not be
an innovator, perhaps you will succeed. And believe in the Book of Allah
and the Sunan which came from the Messenger of Allah, (then) you will

be saved and win.”*

9. And Aba Muhammad Al-Barbahari (d. 329h) said:

ISTOB el pa Dbl i clghte L) a 1S b Aey lgeday d WU OF ey’
O ¢ y9a) o BB o daly U (3 Lelaly aMally bl deny 7ISh casay was
iy preo W3l 0187 caxY) cuggd»‘iz;.pgfa,ui@ S ey B dsm gl o
il @ Ol s by calaad lgin oy b o | & cled s e L 2L (G
il Sl ol a andS e n ST iy 6 Y e b i) ol )
B Lo 1 Jyy Sl & IS5 o 5y s B e s 2 3 G50 Yy (Bl S
FE Yy oot ol Ve Slien e LT ad iy 0B Seladadl e sl o Ty alde

“And know that no people have ever innovated an innovation except that
they left a Sunnah equal to it. So beware of the forbidden of things, because
verily newly invented matter is an innovation, and every innovation is
misguidance, and the misquidance and its people are in the fire. And
beware of the small innovations, because the small of innovations returns
until they become big. And every innovation which was innovated in this
Ummah began like this as something small that looked like the truth, so
the one who entered it was deceived by that. Then he was not able to exit
from it, and it grew and became a religion which he adopted. So he opposed
the Straight Path and exited from Islam. So beware — may Allah have
mercy upon you — of everyone whose words you listen to specifically from
the people of your time. Do not hasten and do not believe in anything until
you ask and look; did anyone from the Companions of the Prophet
(sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) speak about this, or anyone from the

¢ Al-Ibanah Al-Kubra by Ibn Battah (2/748).
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scholars (of the Salaf)? Then if you find an athar (narration) regarding it
from them, then hold on to it and do not deviate from it for anything, and
do not chose anything over it, so you (if you do that) would fall in
Hellfire.”®!

10. And Abi Bakr ibn Al-Husayn Al-Ajurri (d. 360h) — rahimahullah
— said:
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“Whoever has knowledge and intellect, and he understands what 1 have
previously mentioned for him from the beginning of this book until this
place, he will know that he is in need of acting upon it. So if Allah wants
good for him, then he adheres to the Sunan of the Messenger of Allah
(sallAllahu “alayhi wa sallam) and what the Sahabah (vadiAllahu "anhum)
were upon and those who followed them in goodness from the leaders of
the Muslim in all times. And he learns the knowledge himself in order to
negate ignorance from himself. And his intention (with this) is to learn it
for the sake of Allah, and his intention is not to learn it in order to discuss,
debate and (participating in) the disputes. Not for the sake of dunya. So
whoever has this intention, he will be safe —in sha Allahu ta’ala — from the
desires, innovations and misguidance. And he follows what those who
preceded from the leaders of the Muslims were upon; those where one does
not feel repelled when mentioning them. And he asks Allah — the Exalted
— to give him success in achieving this.”®?

61 Sharh As-Sunnah by Al-Barbahari (60-61).
62 Ash-Shart’ah by Al-Ajurri (1/450).
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Chapter: The spreading of innovation and its circulation, the
emergence of its people and the estrangement of the Sunnah and

its people

Among that which was always present with the Salaf, was the
severe fear of innovation, and their knowledge about that it would
become larger and inevitably spread over the time and days. And
they knew that the later (in history) the time was, the more the
innovation would increase in its spread and the Sunnah would
increase in its estrangement and imperfection (i.e. not being
followed as it should). And they verily understood this from what
the Book and the Sunnah have pointed out, since this was narrated
loud and clear in the Book of Allah ‘azza wa jalla, and the Sunnah of
the Prophet (sallAllahu “alayhi wa sallam).

Allah — the Exalted — said:
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“Today I have perfected your religion for you, fulfilled My favor
upon you and I am pleased with Islam as your religion.”
(Al-Maidah 5:3)

And in the tafsir of At-Tabari, with his chain of narration (it was

narrated):
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“That when this verse was revealed — and this was the day of the major
Hajj — ‘Umar ibn Al-Khattab (radiAllahu ‘anhu) cried. So the Prophet
(sallAllahu “alayhi wa sallam) said to him: “What makes you cry?” He
said: ‘It makes me cry that we used to be increased in our religion, but

when it has been completed then verily nothing is completed, except that
it (after completion) decreases.” He said: “You have spoken the truth.””s

% Tafsir Ibn Jarir At-Tabari (11126) and Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah (34408).
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Allah - ‘azza wa jalla — has verily clarified that the truth is with the
few and with estrangement, and that the majority in most cases are
upon misguidance and deviation.

He — the Exalted - said:
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“Verily Allah is ever Bountiful to the people, but most of the
people are not grateful.” (Ghafir 40:61)

And He — the Exalted - said:
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“He (i.e. the Shaytan) said: ‘Due to what you have led me astray, I
will verily sit in wait for them upon Your Straight Path. Then I
will come to them from their front and from their back, and
from their right side and from their left side, and You will not
find that most of them are grateful.” (Al-A’raf 7:16-17)

And He — the Exalted - said:
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“And Allah has full power and control over His Affairs, but most
of the people do not know.” (Yusuf 12:21)

And He - the Exalted - said:
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“And most of people, even if you strive for it, are not believers.”
(Yasuf 12:103)

And He - the Exalted - said:
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“We have verily brought the truth to you, but most of you hate
the truth.” (Az-Zukhruf 43:78)
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And the Prophet (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) verily clarified that
the situation will return to (or end up in) corruption, that the
falsehood will spread, the innovation will circulate, that the Sunnah
will decrease and it along with its people will become estranged.

For it is narrated in the two Sahih from Abu Sa’id Al-Khudri
(radiAllahu “anhu) who said: The Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) said:

gy 1B s )lally el 1 g,

“You will verily follow the paths of those who came before you
span for span, cubit for cubit. Even if they entered a lizards hole,
you would verily enter it (as well).” We said: “O Messenger of Allah,
(do you mean) the Jews and the Christians?” He said: “Who else?”**

And in the two Sahih from Abt Hurayrah (radiAllahu ‘anhu), from
the Prophet (sallAllahu “alayhi wa sallam) who said:
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“The Hour will not be established before the buttocks of the women
of Daws will shake around Dhul-Khalasah.”®

Dhul-Khalasah was the taghiit of (the tribe of) Daws which they
used to worship in the jahiliyyah.

And in the Musnad of Ahmad, Sunan At-Tirmidhi, Sunan Abi
Dawud and Sunan Ibn Majah from Thawban, the mawla of the
Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), that the Messenger
of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said:
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64 Sahih Al-Bukhari (3456) and Sahih Muslim (2669).
% Sahih Al-Bukhari (7116) and Sahih Muslim (2906).
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“The Hour will not be established before tribes from my nation will
join the mushrikun, and before tribes from my nation will worship
the idols.” At-Tirmidhi said: “This is a correct hadith.”®

And in Sahih Muslim, from Abta Hurayrah (radiAllahu ‘anhu), that
the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said:
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“Islam began as something strange and it will return to being
something strange. So glad tidings to the strangers.”"

And in the Musnad of Ahmad, from Abu Umamah Al-Bahili
(radiAllahu ‘anhu) from the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam) who said:
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“The knots of Islam will verily be untied, knot after knot. Every
time a knot is untied, the people will hold onto the one following

it. The first one of them is breaching the judgment, and the last one
of them is the prayer.”*

And in Sahih Al-Bukhari from Az-Zubayr ibn ‘Adi who said:
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“I came to Anas ibn Malik and complained about what we experienced

from Al-Hajjaj, so he said: "Have patience, for verily no time will come
upon you except that that which comes after it is worse than it. Until you

% Musnad Ahmad (22452), Sunan At-Tirmidhi (2219), Sunan Abi Dawid (4252)
and Sunan Ibn Majah (3952).

67 Sahth Muslim (145).

% Musnad Ahmad (22160).
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meet your Lord. I heard that from your Prophet (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam).””

This, and verily did the Sahabah (ridwan Allahi “alayhim) mention
that the innovation will spread and that the Sunnah would
disappear and that its people would become strangers. It was
narrated in Sunan Ad-Darimi, from ‘Abdullah ibn Mas'td who
said:
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“There is no year except that the year after it is worse than it. I am not
speaking about one year which has more rain than another, nor a year
which is more fertile than another, nor a leader which is better than
another leader. Rather your knowledgeable, your righteous and your
scholars will disappear, and you will not find any successors to them. And
a people will come who measure the affairs according to their own
opinion.”®

And in Al-Bida’” by Ibn Waddah, with his chain of narration, from
Hudhayfah ibn Al-Yaman that he took two stones and then put one
of them on top of the other. Then he said to his companions:
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“Do you see the light which is between these two rocks?” They said: “O
Abii "Abdillah, we do not see except a little light between them.” He said:
“I swear by the One in Whose Hand my soul is in. The innovations will
verily emerge until you will not (be able to) see more from the truth than
what you see of light between these two stones. By Allah, the innovation

% Sunan Ad-Darimi (205).
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will spread until if some of it is forsaken, they will say: ‘You have left the
Sunnah.”””

This, and verily did many of the Sahabah notice the corruption of
the affairs, the estrangement of the Sunnah and the change of the
situation, in their lives after the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu
‘alayhi wa sallam). It was narrated in Al-Bida’ by Ibn Waddah, by
way of ‘Isa ibn Yanus, from Al-Awza’i, from Habban ibn Abi
Jablah, from Abu Ad-Darda (radiAllahu ‘anhu) who said:
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“If the Messenger of Allah (sall Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) came out to you
today, he would not recognize anything from what he and his companions
were upon, except the prayer.” Al-Awza'1 said: “Then how about if it

was today?” ‘Isa said: “Then how about if Al-Awza' had experienced this
time?”"!

And we say: How about if ‘Isa ibn Yiinus or Al-Awza'i or Abii Ad-
Darda had experienced this time (right now)?

And in the same book from ‘Ad1 ibn Hatim (radiAllahu ‘anhu) who
said:
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“You are verily in a time where the good in it is an evil of a time which
has passed, and the evil in it is the good of a time that will not come.””?
And in Sahih Al-Bukhari from Az-Zuhri who said:
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70 Al-Bida’ by Ibn Waddah (151).
7t The previous source (157).
72 The previous source (163).
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“I entered upon Anas ibn Malik in Damascus while he was crying. So I
said to him: "What makes you cry?” So he said: ‘I do not recognize anything
from that which I have experienced (of the affairs of the religion), except
this prayer. And this prayer has verily been lost (or wasted).””?

And in Al-Ibanah Al-Kubra by Ibn Battah, with his chain of
narration, from Yazid ibn Khumayr Ar-Rahibi who said:
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“I asked ‘Abdullah ibn Bisr the companion of the Prophet (sallAllahu
‘alayhi wa sallam): "How is our situation compared to the situation of those
who were before us?’ He said: 'Praise be to Allah, if they were resurrected

from their graves they would not recognize you, except due to that they
would find you standing in prayer.””7*

And in the same book from Ibn ‘Abbas (radiAllahu ‘anhu) that he
used to recite this verse (of poetry):
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“Because the people are no longer like the people you lived with.
And the home is no longer like the home you used to know.””>

Then after the Sahabah many from the Tabi'un and the leaders of
guidance complained about the change in the situation, the
emergence of corruption, the estrangement of the Sunnah and the
spreading of the innovation.

It was narrated in Al-Bida” by Ibn Waddah, with his chain of
narration, from Al-Hasan Al-Basri (d. 110h) who said:

73 Sahih Al-Bukhari (530).
74 Al-Ibanah Al-Kubra by Ibn Battah Al-"Ukbari (narration no. 762).
75 The previous source (narration no. 766).
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“I have met tens of thousands of the companions of the Prophet (sall Allahu
‘alayhi wa sallam), and if they had seen you they would verily say: ‘Are
these people crazy?’ And if you had seen them you would verily say: “These
people are crazy.” And if they had seen the best among you they would
verily say: ‘“These people do not believe in the Day of Reckoning.” And if
they had seen the worst among you they would verily say: “These people
have no share (in what is) with Allah.””7

And in the same book also from Al-Hasan Al-Basr:
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“If a man had experienced the first Salaf and then was resurrected today,
he would not recognize anything from Islam.” He (i.e. the narrator) said:
And he put his hand on his cheek, then he said: “Except this prayer.”
Then he said: “But by Allah, this cannot be said about the one who lives
(during the time of) these evils, and he did not experience the righteous
Salaf. So he sees an innovator inviting to his innovation. And he sees a
follower of dunya inviting to his dunya. Then Allah saves him from all of
this and He makes his heart long for these righteous Salaf, (so that) he asks
about their way, follows their narrations and follows their path, in order
for him to be recompensed with a great reward. So be like that, in sha
Allah.””

76 Al-Bida’ by Ibn Waddah (159).
77 The previous source (narration no. 178).
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And in the same book, with his chain of narration, that Maymiin
ibn Mihran (d. 117h) said:
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“If a man from the Salaf was sent among you, he would not have
recognized anything among you except this Qiblah.””®

And in Al-Jarh wat-Ta’dil by Ibn Abi Hatim, with his chain of
narration, from Sufyan Ath-Thawri (d. 161h) — rahimahullah — in his
letter to “Abbad ibn “Abbad. He said:
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“You have asked me to write a book for you in which I describe some
(instructions or rules) by which you accompany the people of your time,
and you fulfill for them the rights which they have upon you. And you ask
Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — for what is yours. And you have verily asked for a
very serious thing. Those who look into it today and who establish this are

few. Rather, I do not know of whose situation is as such, and how is it
(even) possible? Verily this time has become in such a bad situation that

78 The previous source (narration no. 179).

67



the truth and the falsehood resemble one another, and no-one is saved from
its evil, except the one who invokes with the invocation of a drowning man.
So do you know of anyone whose situation is as such? It used to be said:
‘There is just about to come a time upon the people, where a wise man
cannot be happy.” So it is upon you to fear Allah ‘azza wa jalla, adhere to
being alone and be occupied with (improving) yourself. Acquire
familiarity with the Book of Allah, beware of the leaders and it is upon you
(to take care of) the poor and the needy, and becoming close to them. And
if you are capable of commanding a good with kindness (then do so). If it
is accepted from you, then you praise Allah ‘azza wa jalla. And if it is
rejected from you, then you turn to your own soul, because with it you
verily have some work. And beware of the high status and loving it, for
verily abstaining from it is verily harder than abstaining from dunya. And
it has reached me that the companions of Muhammad (sallAllahu ‘alayhi
wa sallam) used to seek refuge from reaching this time, and they had some
knowledge which we do not have. So how about us when we have reached
(this time) with little knowledge and little insight, and little patience and
few helpers in doing good, (combined) with the bad state of this time and
the corruption of the people. And it is upon you to follow the first affair
and holding on to it. And upon you is to be idle, for verily this is the time
of idleness. And upon you is remaining alone and not mixing much with
people.””

It was narrated in Al-Bida’ by Ibn Waddah, with his chain of
narration, that “Abdullah ibn Al-Mubarak (d. 181h) — rahimahullah —
said:
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“Know — O brother — that I consider death today to be an honor for every

Muslim who meets Allah upon the Sunnah. For verily to Allah we belong,
and to Him we shall return. To Allah we complain about our loneliness,

79 Al-Jarh wat-Ta’dil by Ibn Abi Hatim (1/87).
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the disappearance of the brothers, few helpers and the emergence of
innovations. And to Allah we complain about the major thing which has
befallen this nation of the disappearance of the scholars and the people of
Sunnah, and (about) the emergence of innovations.”*

And Al-Barbahari (d. 329h) said:
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“Know that the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said:
‘My nation will become divided into seventy-three sects. All of
them will be in Hellfire except one, and that is the Jama’ah.” It was
said: ‘O Messenger of Allah, who are they?’ He said: ‘(Those who believe
in) what I am upon today and my companions.” And the religion was
as such until the Caliphate of "Umar. And as such was it in the time of
‘Uthman. But when ‘Uthman was killed, the disagreements and
innovations emerged. And the people became (divided into) groups and

they became sects. So among the people were those who remained firm
upon the truth at the first change, and uttered it and invited towards it.

8 Al-Bida’ by Ibn Waddah (97).
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So the affair was upright until the fourth generation in the Caliphate of
Banui Fulan®' where the time was turned and the people changed
drastically, the innovations spread and the inviters toward other than then
true path and the Jama’ah became many. And the fitnah (affliction)
occurred in something which the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi
wa sallam) did not speak about, nor his companions. And they invited to
disunity while the Messenger of Allah prohibited disunity. And some of
them declared takfir upon others, while they all invited towards their own
opinion and to declaring takfir upon the one who disagreed. So the
ignorant, the (uncultured) masses and those who had no knowledge went
astray, and they filled the people with greed for things from the affairs of
dunya, and they made them fear the punishment of dunya. So the people
followed them in fear for their dunya and out of desire for their dunya.
Then the Sunnah and its people became hidden, and the innovations
emerged and spread. And they committed kufr from several angels without
even knowing it. And they invented the qiyas (analogy), and they
interpreted the Power of the Lord in His verses, judgments, commands
and prohibitions according to their own intellects and opinions. So
whatever agreed with their intellects they accepted, and whatever did not
agree with their intellects they rejected. So Islam became strange and the
Sunnah became strange (as well), and the people of Sunnah became
strangers in the inside of their own homes.”*2

And Abii Bakr ibn Al-Husayn Al-Ajurri (d. 360h) — rahimahullah —
said:
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81 He meant the Abbasid Caliphate.
82 Sharh As-Sunnah by Al-Barbahari (89).
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“Whoever reviews the affair of this nation and he is knowledgeable and
intellectual, will know that most of them — the ordinary among them —
their affairs follow the paths of the people of the two Books, just as the
Prophet (sall Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said. And the affairs of Kisra and
Qaysar, and the paths of the people of jahiliyyah. And this is just like the
monarchy and their judgments, and the judgments of their workers,
leaders and others than them. And the affairs of (situations of) grief and
happiness, dwelling places, clothing, adornments, food, drinking, feasts,
means of transport, servants, gatherings and sittings, buying, selling and
gains from many angles and what is similar to this among that which I
have mentioned which will take long to explain. (All of this) is practiced
in opposition to the Sunnah and the Book. Rather, it is practiced according
to the paths of those who were before us, just as the Prophet (sallAllahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) said. And Allah is the One who is sought for help. How
few is it that free themselves from the calamity which predominates the
people. Only a knowledgeable and sane person who has been mannered by
the knowledge recognizes this. And Allah is the one who gives success to
every guidance, and the One who helps in it.”$

And Ibn Battah Al-‘Ukbari (d. 387h) — rahimahullah — said:
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8 Ash-Shari’ah by Al-Ajurri (1/323-324).
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“So if an intellectual man looks closely today at Islam and its people, then
he will know that all of the affairs of the people follows the paths of the
people of the two Books and their way, and (they are practiced) according
to the sunnah of Kisra and Qaysar, and according to what the jahiliyyah
was upon. Because there is no group among the people, nor a category from
them, except that they in all of their affairs are opposing the laws of Islam
and the Sunnah of the Messenger (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam). (All)
consistent with what the people of the two Books and the jahiliyyah before
them did. So if he turns his sight to the monarchy, its people, its entourage
and whoever adheres to it of leaders and workers, he will find that all of
the affairs among them are the opposite of what they were commanded and
what they were appointed to, in their deeds, their judgments, their
appearance and their clothes. Likewise is it with all the people besides them
of merchants, ordinary people and the sons of dunya and those who strive
for it among the farmers, producers, employees, poor people, reciters and
scholars. Except the one whom Allah has protected. And when you think
about this, you will find that the affairs are like I have informed you
regarding (situations of) grief and happiness, and regarding the
appearance, clothing, utensils, buildings, dwelling places, servants, means
of transport, feast, weddings, gathering, furniture, foods and drinks. And
all of this is practiced in opposition to the Book and the Sunnah, and
opposite of what the Muslims were commanded to and what was made
obligatory upon the believers. Likewise (is it with) the one who sells, buys,
own, acquires, rents, and agriculture and the one who plants it. So
whoever seeks safety in his religion in this time of ours with the people, he
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will not find it, and whoever loves to search for a life according to the rule
of the Book and the Sunnah will fail to do so. And his disputers, enemies,
opposers and hater in this will become many. So Allah is the One who is
sought for help, for how severe is the difficulty in (acquiring) safety in the
religion in this time. The ways of the truth are empty, vacant and lonely;
the one following it has disappeared and the one arguing for it has been
buried. Its milestones and banners have been destroyed. Its guides and
leaders have been lost. And verily have the shayatin among the people and
the jinn stood upon its passes and roads, snatching the people away from
it. So Allah is the One who is sought for help. No-one recognizes this
affairs and takes it seriously, except an intellectual and distinct man who
has been mannered by the knowledge, and Allah has opened his chest to
iman.”

Then, after having narrated the narrations from the Sahabah which
pointed this out, he said:
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“These, O my brothers - may Allah have mercy upon us and you — are the
sayings of the companions of the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi
wa sallam): "Abdullah ibn Bisr, Anas ibn Malik, Abii Ad-Darda and Ibn

‘Abbas. And those whom 1 have left (mentioning) are more than those
whom I have mentioned. Ya layta shi’ri*, how is the situation of the

8 Y4 layta shi'r1 is an Arabic expression that means: If only I knew. And it is an
expression of amazement and astonishment.
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believer in this time, and which life is there for him with his people. And if
he visits a sick man, then he will verily see with him in his house what he
and his family have prepared for illness and disease of categories of
innovation and opposition to the Sunan, and what matches the Persians,
the Romans and the people of jahiliyyah, things which if they are present
it becomes impermissible for him to visit the sick. And likewise if he attends
a funeral prayer. And likewise if he attends the acquisition of a Muslim
man (i.e. someone purchasing something and becoming its owner). And
likewise if he attends one of his celebrations. And likewise if he goes out to
perform Hajj, he will see in these places what he will reject and what will
cause him distress and harm him in himself and on behalf of the Muslims,
and it will make him depressed. So when (in the eyes of the people) the
affairs of the truth has become falsehood, and the merits of the Muslims
have become scandals, then what will perhaps be their deeds in issues
which mentioning we fold over. So verily to Allah and to Him we shall
return. How major are not the problems of the Muslims in the religion,
and how few there are that think over this.”®

So you have verily seen — may Allah show you mercy — the words
of the leaders regarding the spreading of corruption, the circulation
of innovation and the estrangement of the truth, along with what
they lived to see of goodness. Rather some of them even lived in the
distinguished generations, but despite of this they described the
spreading of the corruption, the change in the situation and the
distance of the people from the first matter. So what could we say
about this time? And what would those leaders perhaps say if they
had seen our time? Verily to Allah we belong and to Him we shall
return.

All of these previous words do not mean that the truth is no longer
present, and that it is not possible to achieve the Sunnah. Nor is it
intended to make the people discouraged from following the
guidance, nor for them to lose hope in the Mercy of Allah. We seek
refuge with Allah from that.

8 Al-Ibanah Al-Kubra by Ibn Battah (1/317/320).
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He - the Exalted - said:
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“He said: ‘And who loses hope in the Mercy of his Lord, except
the misguided.” (Al-Hijr 15:56)

And He - the Exalted - said:
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“Verily no-one despairs of the Mercy of Allah, except the
disbelievers.” (Yusuf 12:87)

And He - the Exalted - said:
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“Say: ‘O My slaves who have transgressed against themselves
(by sinning), do not lose hope in the Mercy of Allah. Verily Allah
forgives all sins. Verily He is the All-Forgiving, the Merciful.””
(Az-Zumar 39:53)

Nor is it intended that the goodness has disappeared from the
Ummah, and that the evil has covered it completely.

He — the Exalted - said:
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“You are the best nation that has been brought out from
mankind. Your command the good and prohibit the evil, and
you believe in Allah.” (Alu ‘Imran 3:110)

And in Sahih Muslim from Suhayb who said: The Messenger of
Allah (sallAllahu “alayhi wa sallam) said:
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“Wondrous is the affair of the believer. There is verily good in all
of his affairs, and this is for no-one but the believer. If good times
befall him he is grateful, and this is good for him. And if bad times
befall him he has patience, and this is good for him.”®

Verily the intended is, that the truth is present with the very few
and the remaining remainders in the Ummah. And the obligation
upon you is to strive to be among those few, and that you fear with
a severe fear for yourself that the abundance of people of
innovation and the spread of their madhhab and the circulation of
their way will affect you.

It was narrated in Sahth Muslim from Thawban who said: The
Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said:
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“There will always be a group from my nation who will be
manifest upon the truth. Those who forsake them do not harm
them. (This) until the Command of Allah comes while they are in
this state.”%

So strive — may Allah protect and preserve you — to be from this
group. And beware from being from the groups of misguidance.

How good is what Abti Dawid conveyed in his Sunan from Imam
Malik after he narrated the hadith:
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“When a man says: “The people are destroyed’, then he is the most
destroyed among them.”

Abt Dawid said: Malik said:

86 Sahth Muslim (2999).
87 Sahih Muslim (1920).
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“If he says this out of sorrow due to what he sees from the people — meaning
in the affairs of their religion — then I do not see any harm in this. And if
he says this due to being amazed by himself and looking down upon the
people, then this is the unwanted which he prohibited.”s

8 Sunan Abi Dawud (4983).
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The third section: The great fundament and the important
principle for the people of Sunnah regarding warning
against the people of innovation, boycotting them and

being severe towards them

When I have clarified the danger of the innovation to you, and you
have come to know the prohibition of the Islamic Legislation of it,
then know that the established principle in the Shari’ah regarding
the treatment of the people of innovation is: Safeguarding and
warning against them, avoiding them, boycotting them, being
severe towards them, not being lenient with them, not respecting
them, avoiding sitting with them and mixing with them, and not
listening (to knowledge coming) from them.

Verily did the Book, the Sunnah and the ijma’ (consensus) all prove
this great fundament, and the conveyances from the Sahabah and
the leaders of the Sunnah regarding this are available with tawatur
(frequent occurrence).

Chapter: What was narrated in the Book of Allah — ‘azza wa jalla
— of warning against the people of innovation, boycotting them
and being severe towards them

1. Allah — the Exalted —said:
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“And when you see those who engage (in idle talk) regarding Our
verses, then turn away from them until they engage in another

talk than it. And if the Shaytan makes you to forget, then do not
sit with the unjust people after remembering.” (Al-An’am 6:68)

Ibn Battah narrated in Al-Ibanah Al-Kubra, with his chain of
narration, from Ibn ‘Awn that he said:
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“Muhammad (i.e. ibn Sirin) used to believe that the fastest people to
commit apostasy were the people of desires. And he used to believe that
this verse was revealed regarding them: “ And when you see those who
engage (in idle talk) regarding Our verses, then turn away from
them.””®

In this verse Allah — the Exalted — commanded turning away from
those who engage in idle talk regarding His verses, and He
prohibited to sit with the unjust people. And this is applicable upon
the people of innovation, because they engage in idle (and
excessive) talk regarding the verses of Allah by rejecting and
opposing. And they are the unjust by innovating in the religion of
Allah what is not from it. Therefor it becomes obligatory to turn
away from them and not sitting with them.

Ibn Battah — rahimahullah — said:
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“Chapter: Warning against accompanying people who make the heart sick
and destroy the iman. I have verily taught you my brother — may Allah

8 Al-Ibanah Al-Kubra by Ibn Battah (narration no. 384).
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save me and you from afflictions, and protect us and you from all of the
calamities — that the thing which brings about the diseases of the heart and
causes doubt to enter it after its certainty, is searching and examining, and
asking much about that, where one is not safe from its fitnah (affliction),
while the intellect has been saved from carrying the burden of it. And that
which has caused it to be sick after being healthy and took away its
garments of good health, is accompanying the one whose companionship
deceives and accompanying him causes the person to reach Hellfire on the
Day of Resurrection. As for searching and asking, then I have verily
explained to you, that which if you listen to it carefully — with the success
from Allah (in doing that) — it will protect you, and in it you will have
what is sufficient and enough. As for the companionship, then I will verily
recite for you some news about its state, and if you adhere to it, it will
benefit you, if your intention with it is for Allah Al-Karim and He gives
you success in this. Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — said in that which He
prescribed for His Prophet (sall Allahu “alayhi wa sallam) and warned him
against: “And when you see those who engage (in idle talk) regarding
Our verses, then turn away from them until they engage in another
talk than it. And if the Shaytan makes you to forget, then do not
sit with the unjust people after remembering.””*

2. And Allah - the Exalted - said:
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“And it has verily been revealed to you in the Book that if you
hear the verses of Allah being rejected and mocked, then do not
sit with them until they engage in another talk. (If you do this),
then you are verily just like them. Verily Allah will gather the
hypocrites and the disbelievers in Hellfire altogether.”
(An-Nisa 4:140)

It was narrated in Tafsir Al-Baghawi:

% Al-Ibanah Al-Kubra (1/93).
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“Dahhak said: From Ibn "Abbas (radiAllahu ‘anhuma) who said: ‘This
verse included every newly invented matter in the religion and every
innovator until the Day of Resurrection.””

So in this verse Allah warned against sitting with those who mock
His verses; those who reject them, use some of them as arguments
against others, and who use some of them to reject others. And He
warned the people of truth that if they sit with them, then their
judgment would include them.

3. And He - the Exalted — said:
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“And do not lean toward those who are unjust, for then the Fire
will touch you. And you have no allies (or protectors) besides
Allah, nor will you then be helped.” (Hid 11:113)

Al-Qurtubi said in his tafsir:
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“It (i.e. this verse) verily proves the boycott of the people of kufr and
disobedience, from the people of innovation and others than them. For
verily accompanying them is (either) kufr or disobedience.”

4. And He - the Exalted - said:
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“Verily those who divide their religion and break up into groups
you have nothing to do with. Verily their affair is up to Allah.

Then He will inform them about what they used to do.”
(Al-An’am 6:159)
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Ibn Kathir said in his tafsir:
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“The apparent is that the verse is general regarding everyone who left the
religion of Allah and is in opposition to it. For verily Allah sent His
Messenger with the guidance and the true religion to make it manifest over
all other religions. And his legislation is one; there is no disagreement
regarding it nor any disunity. So whoever disagrees regarding it “and
break up into groups”, meaning: sects, such as the people of (the
different) religions and creeds. And they are the desires and misguidances.
So Allah verily disassociated His Messenger form what they are in.”

5. And He — the Exalted — said:
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“And verily the unjust are the allies of one another. And Allah is
the Ally of the pious.” (Al-Jathiyah 45:19)

Allah — the Exalted — clarified in this verse, that the unjust are the
allies of one another. And included in this are the people of
innovation, for they are the allies of one another. And the follower
of the Sunnah is not an ally of them.
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6. And He - the Exalted — said:
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“0 you who believe. Do not take advisors from those besides you
(i.e. other than the Muslims). They will not miss a chance to harm
you. They wish for what causes you suffering (and distress).
Verily hatred has already appeared from their mouths and what
their hearts hide is even worse. We have verily clarified the
signs for you, if you (really) understand.” (Alu ‘Imran 3:118)

It was narrated in Al-Ibanah Al-Kubra by Ibn Battah, with his chain
of narration, from Yahya ibn Sa'id Al-Qattan who said:
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“When Sufyan Ath-Thawri came to Basrah, he began looking into the state
of Ar-Rabt’ (i.e. ibn Subayh) and his status with the people. He asked:
‘What is his madhhab?’ They said: ‘His madhhab is nothing but the
Sunnah.” He said: "Who are his advisors?” They said: “The people of
Qadar.” He said: "He is a qadari.””

Then Ibn Battah commented upon this narration and said:
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“May the Mercy of Allah be upon Sufyan Ath-Thawri. He verily uttered
with wisdom and he spoke the truth. And he spoke based upon knowledge
so he agreed with the Book and the Sunnah, what is necessitated by

wisdom, what the witnesses become aware of and what the people of insight
and evidence knows. Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — said: “O you who believe.
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Do not take advisors from those besides you (i.e. other than the
Muslims). They will not miss a chance to harm you. They wish for
what causes you suffering (and distress). Verily hatred has
already appeared from their mouths and what their hearts hide is
even worse.” !

7. And He — the Exalted — said:
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“O Prophet, strive against the disbelievers and the hypocrites
and be severe towards them. And their end destination is
Jahannam, and evil indeed is that destination.” (At-Tawbah 9:73)

And using this verse as an evidence for being severe towards the
innovators is a correct way of using the evidence, and it is from the
argumentation with what was narrated about the bigger for the
smaller, and from the argumentation with what was narrated
regarding the higher for the lower. This is a way of argumentation
which the Sahabah and the leaders of the people of knowledge were
upon. Just as this was narrated in As-Sunan Al-Kubra by Al-
Bayhaqt:
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“That ‘Umar (radiAllahu ‘anhu) ordered Abii Miisa Al-Ash’ari to bring
to him what he had taken and what he was given in one container made of
skin. And Abii Miisa used to have a Christian writer who would bring

this to him. So ‘Umar was astonished and said: Verily he has a good
memory.” And he said: “We verily have a book in the masjid — and he had

o1 Al-Ibanah Al-Kubra (narration no. 452).
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just arrived from Sham —so call him and let him read it up.” Abii Miisa

said: "He cannot enter the masjid.” So ‘Umar said: ‘Is he in a state of ritual

impurity?’ He said: ‘No, rather, he is a Christian.” He (i.e. Abii Miisa)

said: So he shouted at me and struck my thigh and said: “Take him out.’

And he recited:
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“0 you who believe, do not take the Jews and the Christians as

allies. They are the allies of one another. And whoever among

you allies with them, then he is verily from them. Verily Allah
does not guide the unjust people.” (Al-Maidah 5:51) ™2

So “Umar ibn Al-Khattab (radiAllahu ‘anhu) used a verse which was
revealed about major muwalih (allegiance, loyalty, love) as an
argument against Abti Musa, for an incident regarding minor
muwalah. And he did not intend that Abt Musa (radiAllahu ‘anhu)
had performed every sin mentioned in the verse so that he would
deserve the entire warning (or threat), rather what he intended was
the entire (warning) for the entire (crime), and a share (of the
warning) for a share (of the crime).

This is a method of argumentation which was relied upon by the
Sahabah. And from this is the saying of Ibn “Abbas (radiAllahu
‘anhuma) regarding His — the Exalted — Words:
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“So do not ascribe rivals to Allah while you know.”
(Al-Baqgarah 2:22)

He said:
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92 As-Sunan Al-Kubra by Al-Bayhaqi (18727).
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“The rivals is the shirk which is more hidden than the crawling of the ant
upon a black stone in the darkness of the night. And it (i.e. shirk) is that
he says: ‘By Allah, and by your life, O fulanah, and by my life.” And he
says: ‘If it had not been for this dog of his, then the thieves would have
come to us, and had it not been for the duck in the house then the thieves
would have come.” And the saying of a man to his companion: ‘Whatever
Allah wants and what you want.” And the saying of a man: ‘If it had not
been for Allah and fulan.” Do not put fulan in it, for verily all of this is
associating rivals (and partners) with Him.”*

So Ibn “Abbas mentioned examples of minor shirk and made it from
what was pointed out by the verse which was revealed regarding
major shirk.

So when you have understood this important principle in the way
the Salaf would use the evidences of the highest for the lowest, and
what was narrated regarding the bigger for the smaller, then you
have learned that His — the Exalted — Words:
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“O Prophet, strive against the disbelievers and the hypocrites
and be severe towards them. And their end destination is
Jahannam, and evil indeed is that destination.” (At-Tawbah 9:73)

(This) points out the obligation of being severe towards the
innovators. And when you have understood this salafi principle
regarding the use of the evidences, then you will also know that
every evidence in the Book of Allah which forbids the muwalah to
the mushrikiin, then it verily — by arguing with the highest for the
lowest — forbids the muwalah to the innovators.

And from this is (His — the Exalted — Words):

9 Tafsir Ibn Abi Hatim (229).
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“You will not find a people who believe in Allah and the Last Day

having affection for those who oppose Allah and His Messenger,

even if they were their fathers or their sons or their brothers or
their kindred. Those, He has decreed faith within their hearts
and supported them with spirit from Him. And We will admit

them into gardens beneath which rivers flow wherein they will

abide forever. Allah is pleased with them, and they are pleased

with Him. Those are the party of Allah. Verily, the party of Allah,

they are the successful.” (Al-Mujadilah 58:22)

9. And the Words of Allah the Exalted:
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“0 you who believe, do not take as allies a people whom Allah is
angry with. They are verily in despair of the hereafter, just as

the disbelievers are in despair of the companions of the graves.
(Al-Mumtahanah 60:13)

10. And the Words of Allah the Exalted:
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“Have you not seen those who take as allies a people whom
Allah is angry with. They are not from you, nor are they from
them. They swear upon a lie, while they know (that it is a lie).

Allah has prepared a severe punishment for them. Verily evil is
what they used to do.” (Al-Mujadilah 58:14-15)
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11. And the Words of Allah the Exalted:
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“Those who disbelieved from Bani Israil was cursed upon the
tongue of Dawiid and ‘Isa ibn Maryam. This is due to their
disobedience and they used to transgress. They used to not
forbid each other from the evil which they were committing.
Verily evil is what they used to do. You see many of them take as
allies those who disbelieve. Verily evil is what they have sent
forth for themselves; that Allah is dissatisfied with them, and in
the punishment they will remain forever. And if they had
believed in Allah and in the Prophet and what was revealed to
him, they would not have taken them as allies, but many of them
are rebellious.” (Al-Maidah 5:78-81)

12. And the Words of Allah the Exalted:
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“0 you who believe, do not take the disbelievers as allies instead
of the believers. Do you want to give Allah a manifest argument
against yourselves?” (An-Nisa 4:144)

13. And the Words of Allah the Exalted:

,//

355 05y s By b s 2] laills 5, s Vel gl
o% ;ﬁ,;,uu\ ffd\ S N QL (*4’"’ 4.;9 re:,.A" 4

“0 you who believe, do not take the Jews and the Christians as

allies. They are the allies of one another. And whoever among

you allies with them, then he is verily from them. Verily Allah
does not guide the unjust people.” (Al-Maidah 5:51)
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All of these verse prove — with the argumentation of the highest for
the lowest — the obligation of boycotting the innovator. And due to
this Ibn Abi Az-Zamanin narrated in Ustl As-Sunnah from Aba Al-
Jawza (d.83h) that he said:
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“That these monkeys and pigs would live side by side with me in my house

is more beloved to me, than a man from the people of desires to live side by
side with me. They have verily been included in this verse:

e e L

“0 you who believe. Do not take advisors from those besides you
(i.e. other than the Muslims). They will not miss a chance to harm
you. They wish for what causes you suffering (and distress).”
(Alu’Imran 3:118) 7%

And Imam Malik (d. 179h) said regarding the Qadariyyah:
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“Do not sit with them. Be their enemy for the sake of Allah. Allah — ‘azza
wa jalla — says:
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“You will not find a people who believe in Allah and the Last Day
having affection for those who oppose Allah and His
Messenger.” (Al-Mujadilah 58:22)

So do not show them affection (or love or friendship).”%

% Usul As-Sunnah by Ibn Abi Zamanin (304).
% Al-Bayan wat-Tahsil by Muhammad ibn Rushd (18/210).
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And Abu Al-Qasim Az-Zinjani (d. 471h) said in his poem in which
he clarified the Sunnah:
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“After the occurrence of the consensus of the Ummah for, that the
principles of this religion and its fundament are the Book of Allah and the
Sunnah of His Messenger (sall Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) which is firmly
established from him. So whoever meet any of these two after this, with
rejection and interpretation from himself which no-one has said before him,
then this proves his deviation and aberration from this nation, and his
conflict (with it) due to his blindness from the guidance and his confusion
in the religion. Then it becomes obligatory for every Muslim in his
religion, to avoid him, to boycott him, to disassociate from him and what
he is doing and to hate him for the sake of Allah. Because he is disobedient
in his affairs. And he is not returned to after this, except if he returns to
the truth and repents sincerely. In this case his mistake is examined®® and
the brotherhood with him reoccurs. But as for the one who insists upon
this, then whoever flatters him in this and acts sincere and loyal towards
him, then he has opposed the Command of Allah when He said:

% Notice: Examining the innovator after his repentance is not in all cases, rather
there are more details in this issue. The clarification of this will come, by the
permission of Allah the Exalted.
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“You will not find a people who believe in Allah and the Last Day
having affection for those who oppose Allah and His
Messenger.” (Al-Mujadilah 58:22)

Until the end of the verse.””

7 Al-Jami’ fi “‘Aqaid wa Rasail Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Athar (1042).
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Chapter: What was narrated in the Sunnah of the Prophet
(sallAllahu 'alayhi wa sallam) of warning against the people of
innovation, boycotting them and being severe towards them

1. The hadith of Ka’b ibn Malik was narrated in the two Sahih, and
in it is the story of him staying behind from the battle of Tabtik with
Mirarah ibn Ar-Rab1” and Hilal ibn Umayyah Al-Wagqifi. From that
which he said is:
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“The Prophet (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) prohibited the Muslims from
speaking with us — O you three among those who staying behind from
(joining) him — so we avoided the people and they changed (their attitude)

towards us, until I turned away from the earth in myself because it was
not the same as I knew. And we remained upon that for fifty nights.”*

So the Prophet (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) legislated the boycott of
them, due to them staying behind from (joining) the battle. And the
boycott of the people of innovation is more entitled and befitting.

Abia Bakr Muhammad ibn Al-Husayn Al-Ajurri (d. 360h) said:

oo elsa) il e g OF 2 B0 OUST gag i LolsS™ (3 iy s ek o ST
055 s g Gl ey Al ] oy o IS5 ciagbly 2 Ly )0l ol
cade oLy ¥y IS OF it S U3 e 5oy Lo deay gt & el 2t 4
Vs by Vs abolay Yy 4S5l Yy cabe o ol 23 Vs gin Yy cadls L ¥y 2 Y,

ST 0) a3 wodsl b 3 4 1305 OIAL AL L iz
“Everyone who adheres to what we have written in this book of ours —and
that is the book Ash-Shari’ah — should boycott all of the people of desires

from the Khawarij, Qadariyyah, Murjiah and the Jahmiyyah. And (also)
everyone who ascribes to the Mu’tazilah. And all of the Rawafid, all of the

% Sahih Al-Bukhari (4418) and Sahth Muslim (2769).
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Nawasib and everyone whom the leaders of the Muslims have referred to
as an innovator of an innovation of misguidance, while this is correctly
narrated from him. This person should not be spoken to, not greeted, he
should not be sat with or prayed behind, he should not be married nor
given to in marriage by those who know him, he should not be taken as a
partner, worked with, debated with or disputed with. Rather he (i.e. the
Sunni) should humiliate him by degrading him. And if you meet him on
the street on one path, then if you are capable you take another (path).”

Then he said:
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“As for the evidence for boycotting them in the Sunnah, then (it is in) the
boycott of the three who staying behind from going out with the Messenger
of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) in his battle without any excuse:
Ka’b ibn Malik, Hilal ibn Umayyah and Mirarah ibn Ar-Rabi’ rahimahum
Allahu ta’ala. So the Prophet (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) ordered that
they should be boycotted, that they should not be spoken to and that they

should be rejected until their repentance was revealed from Allah ‘azza wa
jalla.”

2. It was narrated in Sahth Muslim from ‘Abdullah ibn Mas'ad that
the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said:
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“There is no prophet sent by Allah to his nation before me, except
that he had some disciples from his nation, and companions who

% Ash-Shari’ah by Al-Ajurri (5/2540).
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would adhere to his Sunnah and follow his commands. Then after
them there came successors who would say what they did not
perform, and they would perform what they were not commanded
to do. So whoever strives against them with his hand, he is a
believer. And whoever strives against them with his tongue, he is a
believer. And whoever strives against them with his heart, he is a
believer. And after this there is not even a mustard seed of iman

left"’loo

3. And in the introduction to Sahih Muslim from Abu Hurayrah,
from the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) who said:
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“In the last part of my nation there will be people who will narrate
to you what you have never heard before, nor your fathers. So
beware of them.”1"!

And in (another) version in the introduction to Sahth Muslim also
from Abt Hurayrah, from the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu “alayhi
wa sallam):
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“In the end times there will be lying imposters. They will bring
ahadith to you which you have never heard before, nor your fathers.

So beware of them; do not let them misguide you, nor to deceive
you"’loz

And the evidence is his (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) saying:
“Beware of them.” And here it has the meaning of a warning.

And it was narrated in Mukhtar As-Sihah:

100 Sahih Muslim (50).
101 The introduction to Sahth Muslim (6).
102 The introduction to Sahth Muslim (7).
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“It can verily be (said) as a warning, so you say: Beware of the lion. And
it is a replacement of the deed, as if you are saying: Stay away from.”1%

4. It was narrated in Musnad Ahmad, Sunan Abi Dawud and Sunan
An-Nasal from ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib (radiAllihu ‘anhu) that the
Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu “alayhi wa sallam) said:
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“Whoever innovates an innovation or shelters an innovator, then

upon him is the curse of Allah, the angels and all of people. No
obligatory nor voluntary deeds will be accepted from him.”1%

And its foundation is (narrated) in the two Sahih, but with the
addition of the specific innovations in Al-Madinah.

And the evidence in this hadith is his (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)
saying: “Or shelters an innovator.” And from the aspects of
sheltering the innovators are: to honor the people of innovation,
respecting them, enabling them to speak, praising them and not
boycotting them.1%®

And in An-Nihayah fi Gharib Al-Hadith wal-Athar:
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“And the meaning of sheltering in it (i.e. the hadith) can be: being pleased
with him and having patience with him. And verily if he is pleased with

103 Mukhtar As-Sihah (52).

104 Musnad Ahmad (959), Sunan Abi Dawiid (4530) and Sunan An-Nasai (4734).
And its foundation is (narrated) in the two Sahih; Sahih Al-Bukhari (3179) and
Sahth Muslim (1366).

105 Jf you want, then see Al-I'tisam by Ash-Shatib1 (1/201-202).
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the innovation and acknowledges the one performing it and does not reject
it for him, then he has verily sheltered him.”1%

5. And in Musnad Ahmad from ‘Imran ibn Husayn who narrated
and said: The Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said:
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“So whoever hears about the Dajjal then let him stay far away
from him. For by Allah, a man will verily come to him while
considering himself to be a believer, and then follow him (i.e. the
Dajjal) from what he arises in him of doubts.” Or “Due to what he
arises in him of doubts.”'"

And with Abu Dawud it is (sahih) according to the conditions of
Muslim.

It was narrated in Al-Ibanah Al-Kubra by Ibn Battah Al-“Ukbart:
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“Abu Hatim said: And I heard Ahmad ibn Sinan (d.259h) say: If a man
lives in the neighborhood of an innovator, I believe that he should sell his
house, if it is possible for him, and move to another place, or else his child
and neighbors will be destroyed.” Then Ibn Sinan proceeded with the
hadith of the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) who said:
‘So whoever hears about the Dajjal then let him stay far away from
him.” He said it three times. ‘For by Allah, a man will come to him
and he knows that he is lying, but he will follow him due to what
he sees of doubts.””

196 An-Nihayah fi Gharib Al-Hadith wal-Athar by Ibn Al-Athir (173).
107 Musnad Ahmad (19875) and Sunan Abi Dawiid (4319).
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Then Ibn Battah narrated to hadith with its chain of narration. Then
after that he said:
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“This is the saying of the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam), while he is the truthful who is believed in. So by Allah, gathering
of Muslims, none of you should let his good faith regarding himself (or
self-confidence) and what he acquired of knowledge regarding the
correctness of his madhhab, cause him to undertake a risk in his religion
by sitting with some of these people of desires. So he says: ‘I will enter
upon him to debate him or to figure out what his madhhab is.” For verily,
they are a greater affliction than the Dajjal, their words are more sticking
than the scabies and they burn the hearts more than a flame. I have verily
seen a group from the people who used to curse them and insult them, but
then they sat with them while wanting to reject and refute them, but the
kindness in their words, their hidden plot and their deep kufr continued
until they inclined towards them.”1%

These ahadith are correct and firmly established from the Prophet
(sallAllahu “alayhi wa sallam), and all of them establish the obligation
of boycotting the people of innovation, avoiding them and being
severe towards them. After this I will mention a number of ahadith
which there has been some discussion about (regarding their
correctness). And in their degree they are not as the ahadith which
has gone forth, even if all of their meanings are in agreement with
what is correct, and (even if) the principles of the Shari’ah testify to
all of their meanings.

108 Al-Ibanah Al-Kubra (1/222-223).
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6. It was narrated in Musnad Ahmad and Sunan Abi Dawud from
the Mother of the believers ‘ Aishah (radiAllahu ‘anha):
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“That the camel of Safiyyah bint Huyayy became sick and Zaynab had an
extra camel, so the Messenger of Allah (sall Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said
to Zaynab: ‘Give her a camel.” So she said: 'Should I give to that Jewess?’
So the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) became angry
and abandoned (or boycottet) her in Dhul-Hijjah, Al-Muharram and some
of Safar.”1%

7. And it was narrated in Sunan Abi Dawud from Anas ibn Malik:
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“That the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) went out and
he saw an elevated dome, so he said: “What is this?’ His companions said
to him: ‘This belongs to fulan, a man from the Ansar.” He said: So he
remained quiet and kept it within himself until the owner came to the
Messenger of Allah (sall Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) and greeted him among
the people, he turned away from him. He did this many times, until the
man recognized his anger and that he was turning away from him. So he
complained about this to his companions. So he said: ‘By Allah, I verily
see a change in the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam).”

19 Musnad Ahmad (25002) and Sunan Abi Dawiid (4602).
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They said: ‘He went out and saw your dome.” He said: So the man returned
to his dome and demolished it until it was the same level as the earth.”'1

8. And in Sunan Abi Dawud from ‘Ammar ibn Yasir who said:

e @ Lo 1 e s hiey sl el wales Ly S el e e
Coads cdlie Ma Judb Cadly 1By oy e de 3 b cade cnds (Lo
Joesls o) 1By 3 3 dy e 3 o el (o) e b 5y o F sl
2L N A 8] 1B (g By e 35 ade ol o F it coals (il s
ol (JST ol ab 13) Caml) a2y 1B ccidt Yy (OlasTl il Yy eSS L

”.tbf-g of (o

“I came home to my family one night and my hands were cracked. So they
sprinkled it with saffron'. Then I went to the Messenger of Allah
(sallAllahu “alayhi wa sallam) in the morning and greeted him, but he did
not answer me nor did he welcome me. And he said: ‘Go and wash that
off you.” So I went and washed it. Then I came back but some of it still
remained on me. So I greeted him but he did not greet me back, nor did he
welcome me. And he said: “Go and wash that off you.” So I went and
washed it. Then I came back and greeted him, so he greeted me back and
welcomed me, and he said: “Verily the angels do not attend the funeral
prayer of the disbeliever with any good, the one who perfumes
himself with saffron or the one who is ritually impure.” He said: And
he gave an exception for the ritual impure when he sleeps, eats, drinks or
performs ablution.” 112

9. And in Al-Adab Al-Mufrad from ‘Al ibn Ab1 Talib (radiAllahu
‘anhu) who said:

110 Sunan Abi Dawad (5237).

1 Jbn Al-Athir said: “Al-Khuliiq: It is a well-known mixed fragrance which is taken
from saffron and other types of fragrances, and it is predominated by redness and
yellowness (in color).” (An-Nihayah fi Gharib Al-Hadith wal-Athar p. 255).

112 Sunan Abi Dawud (4176).
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“The Prophet (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) passed by a people among
whom there was a man who had been fragranced with khulig's. So he
looked at them and greeted them, but he turned away from the man. So the
man said: "Why did you turn away from me?’ He said: “There is a piece
of burning coal between his eyes.””''*

10. And in Musnad Ahmad from ‘Amr ibn Shu’ayb, from his father,
from his grandfather:
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“That the Prophet (sallAllahu “alayhi wa sallam) saw a ring of gold upon
one of his companions, so he turned away from him. So he threw it away
and took a ring of iron (instead). So he said: “This is evil. This is the
adornment of the people of Hellfire.” So he threw it away and took a
ring of leaves. So he remained quiet regarding it.”!1>

11. And in Sunan An-Nasai from Abu Sa’id Al-Khudri who said:
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“A man from Bahrayn came to the Prophet (sall Allahu “alayhi wa sallam)
and greeted him, but he did not respond to him. And he had a ring of gold

on his hand and (was wearing) a cloak of silk. So he threw them both away
and greeted. So he returned the greeting. So he said: ‘O Messenger of

113 See footnote 110.
114 Al-Adab Al-Mufrad by Al-Bukhari (1020).
115 Musnad Ahmad (6518).
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Allah, I came to you before but you turned away from me.” So he said: “You
verily had a piece of burning coal in your hand.””"1¢

12. And in Sunan Abi Dawud and Sunan At-Tirmidhi from
‘Abdullah ibn “Amr ibn Al-“As who said:
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“A man who was wearing two red garments passed by and greeted the
Prophet (sall Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), but the Prophet (sall Allahu “alayhi
wa sallam) did not respond to him.”7

13. And in Musnad Ahmad, Sunan Abi Dawtd and Sunan At-
Tirmidhi from Abu Sa’id Al-Khudri, that he heard the Messenger
of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) say:
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“Do not accompany — and with At-Tirmidhi and Abu Dawud: Do
not associate with — anyone but a believer. And no-one except a
pious person should eat your food.”"$

14. And in Al-Mujam Al-Kabir by At-Tabarani from ‘Imran ibn
Husayn who said:
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“The Messenger of Allah (sall Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) prohibited from
responding to the invitation of the sinners to food.”"°

15. And in Al-Mu’jam Al-Awsat by At-Tabarani from ‘Aishah who
said: The Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said:

16 Sunan An-Nasai (5206).

117 Sunan Abi Dawiid (4069) and Sunan At-Tirmidhi (2807).

118 Musnad Ahmad (11337), Sunan Abi Dawud (4832) and Sunan At-Tirmidhi
(2395).

119 Al-Mu'jam Al-Kabir (18/168).
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“Whoever respects (or venerates or praises) an innovator, he has

verily helped in the destruction of Islam.”'?

16. And in Musnad Ahmad, Sunan Abi Dawud and At-Tirmidhi
from Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam)
said:
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“A man is upon the religion of his close friend, so let all of you look
at who he takes as a close friend.”'”!

120 Al-Mu'jam Al-Awsat by At-Tabarani (6772).
121 Musnad Ahmad (8028), Sunan Abi Dawud (4833) and Sunan At-Tirmidhi
(2378).
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Chapter: What has been conveyed of narrating the ijma
(consensus) for warning against the people of innovation,
boycotting them and being severe towards them

It was narrated in Masail Al-Imam Ahmad, in the version of his son
Abtu Al-Fadl Salih:

B el il o b cgmn eslbly oS a5 bl e by G ) ey ST
o1 el ol o Lol e e Lol e U570 ety g ST IS e ing hnile
O R gy NP (N PEN P R R R P S I WP SICR IS CY I O iy
e 25 gtien on sl o DS oy e s 00 S G Jp s ells A ey
PN e sl pelle 3 A el O BB as @ ale b b e

ey

“A man wrote to my father asking about debating the people of kalam and
sitting with them. So he (i.e. Imam Ahmad) read up his answer for me:
‘May Allah make your ending good and remove everything hated and
every harm from you. That which we used to hear and we found those who
we met from the people of knowledge to be upon, is that they hated speaking
to and engaging with the people of deviation. Verily the affair is in
submitting, and ending with what is in the Book of Allah does not surpass
this. And the people continue to hate every innovator who writes a book,
or sitting with an innovator in order to inform him about some of the
things which are unclear to him in his religion. Verily safety —in sha Allah
— lies in not sitting with them nor engaging with them in their innovation
and misguidance.””12?

And Ibn Abt Az-Zamanin (d. 399h) said in Ustil As-Sunnah:
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“The _people of Sunnah continue to criticize the people of misguiding
desires, they forbid sitting with them, they invite to fearing their affliction

122 Masail Al-Imam Ahmad — The version of his son Abti Al-Fadl Salih (2/166).
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and they inform about their mistakes. And they do not consider this as
backbiting them, nor as slandering them.”123

Abu Mansur Al-Asbahani (d. 535) said in Al-Hujjah fi Bayan Al-
Mahajjah:
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12 Usiil As-Sunnah by Ibn Abi Az-Zamanin (p. 293).
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“So the Messenger of Allah (sall Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) took the Sunnah
from Allah ‘azza wa jalla. And the Sahabah took it from the Messenger of
Allah (sallAllahu “alayhi wa sallam). And the Tabi’tin took it from the
Sahabah whom the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)
pointed towards for following. Then the Sahabah pointed towards the
Tabi’un after them, such as: Sa’td ibn Al-Musayyib, ‘Algamah ibn
Wagqas, Al-Aswad, Al-Qasim, Salim, ‘Ata, Mujahid, Qatadah, Ash-
Sha’bi, ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdil-'Aziz, Hasan Al-Basri and Muhammad ibn
Sirin. Then after them, (people) such as: Ayyub As-Sikhtiyani, Yiinus ibn
‘Ubayd, Sulayman At-Taymi and Ibn "Awn. Then (people) such as:
Sufyan Ath-Thawri, Malik ibn Anas, Az-Zuhri, Al-Awza’t and Shu’bah.
Then (people) such as: Yahya ibn Sa’id, Hammad ibn Zayd, Hammad ibn
Salamah, ‘Abdullah ibn Al-Mubarak, Al-Fudayl ibn ‘lyyad and Sufyan
ibn ‘Uyaynah. Then (people) such as: Abii "Abdillah Muhammad ibn Idris
Ash-Shafi’t, ‘Abdur-Rahman ibn Mahdi, Waki’ ibn Al-Jarrah, Ibn
Numayr, Abu Nu’aym and Al-Hasan ibn Ar-Rabi’. Then after them,
(people) such as: Abii "Abdillah Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Ishaq ibn Rahiiyah,
Abii Mas’iid Ar-Razi, Abii Hatim Ar-Razi and the likes of these, such as
those who were from the people of Sham, Hijaz, Misr, Khurasan, Asbahan
and Al-Madinah. Such as: Muhammad ibn “Asim, Usayd ibn ‘Asim,
‘Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn An-Nu'man, Muhammad ibn An-Nu'man
and An-Nu'man ibn "Abdis-Salam, may the Mercy of Allah be upon them
altogether. Then those whom we met and wrote knowledge, hadith and
Sunnah from, such as: Abii Ishaq Ibrahim ibn Muhammad ibn Hamzah,
Abii Al-Qdsim At-Tabarani, Abi Muhammad ‘Abdullah ibn Muhammad
ibn Ja'far Abi Ash-Shaykh and those who were in their time from the
people of hadith. Then the rest of the time Abii ‘Abdillah Muhammad ibn
Ishaq ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya ibn Mandah, the hafidh, may the Mercy
of Allah be upon him. All of these are the lights of the religion and the
leaders of the Sunnah, and they are the people in authority from the
scholars. They verily came together regarding the overall of this issue from
the Sunnah, and they included it in the books of the Sunnah. And a
gathering of the books of the Sunnah testify to this issue. The first of these
are: Kitab As-Sunnah from "Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Kitab As-
Sunnah by Abii Mas'ud and Abii Zur’ah and Abu Hatim, Kitab As-
Sunnah by Muhammad ibn An-Nu'man and Kitab As-Sunnah by "Abi
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‘Abdillah Muhammad ibn Yisuf Al-Banna As-Siifi, may the Mercy of
Allah be upon them altogether. After that the books of Sunnah by others,
such Abit Ahmad Al-"Assal, Abii Ishaq Ibrahim ibn Hamzah At-Tabarani,
Abii Ash-Shaykh and others than these among those who wrote the books
of Sunnah. So all of these agreed upon the establishment of this part of the
Sunnah and the boycott of the people of innovation and misguidance.”
Etc.124

And Al-Baghawi (d. 516) said in Sharh As-Sunnah:
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“Verily have the Sahabah, the Tabi'tin and their followers passed by upon

this, (all) having consensus and agreeing upon having enmity for the
people of innovation and boycotting them.”1%

And Ibn Taymiyyah said:
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“Just like the leaders of innovation from the people of the statements which
oppose the Book and the Sunnah, or the acts of worship which oppose the
Book and the Sunnah. Then verily clarifying their situation and warning
the Ummah against them is obligatory according to the agreement of the
Muslims. It was said to Ahmad ibn Hanbal: *A man fasts, prays and goes

124 Al-Hujjah fi Bayan Al-Mahajjah by Abtt Mansur Al-Asbahani (1/254).
125 Sharh As-Sunnah by Al-Baghaw1 (1/227).
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in i’tikaf, is he more beloved to you or a man who speaks out against the
people of innovation?” So he said: ‘If he stands up and prays and goes in
i'tikaf, then he is verily (beneficial) for himself. But if he speaks out against
the people of innovation, then he is verily (beneficial) for the Muslims, and
that is better.” So he clarified that the benefit for such a person is general
for all of the Muslims in their religion and it’s a type of striving in the
path of Allah. Since purifying the path of Allah, His religion, His way and
His law, and repelling the transgression of these people and having enmity
towards them in this, is an obligation upon kifayah according to the
agreement of the Muslims. And if it had not been for someone raised by
Allah, then the harm of these would result in the corruption of the religion,
and its corruption is worse than the corruption of being conquered by the
enemy from the people of war (against the Muslims). Because if they
conquer, they do not corrupt the hearts and what is in them of religion,
except what comes later. But these (innovators), they corrupt the hearts
from the beginning.”126

And he also said:
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“And the one who invites towards the innovation deserves the punishment
according to the agreement of the Muslims. And his punishment is
sometimes by execution, and sometimes by other things. Just as the Salaf
killed Jahm ibn Safwan, Al-Ja’d ibn Dirham and Ghaylan the qadari. And
if it is estimated that he does not deserve the punishment or it is not
possible to punish him, then it is a must to clarify his innovation and
warning against it. For verily this is from commanding the good and
forbidding the evil which Allah has commanded His Messenger to do.”'?’

126 Majmii” Al-Fatawa (28/231).
127 Majmi” Al-Fatawa (35/414).
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Chapter: What was narrated from the words of the Sahabah
(radiAllahu ‘anhum) regarding warning against the people of
innovation, boycotting them and being severe towards them

Much has been narrated from the words and deeds of the Sahabah
which proves the obligation of warning against the people of
innovation, boycotting them and being severe towards them. And
from this is:

1. What was narrated from the story of Amir Al-Muminin "Umar
ibn Al-Khattab (radiAllahu "anhu) with Sabigh ibn "Isl who used to
ask around about the unclear of the Quran and leave the clear of it.
I will bring the story, with its chain of narration, from Ash-Shari’ah
by Al-Ajurri, and after it I will bring the commentary of Al-Ajurri
regarding it.
AbG Bakr Muhammad ibn Al-Husayn Al-Ajurri said in Ash-
Shart’ah:
1B ey Gl o el Wil 1 JB o) e e o a3 e SOl 0"
o Sl e s A e () e o dad) WA :J\;M\ﬁl;ﬁ&iﬁwx
Jusb e Il Doy Uil B cptegll ool b 21 aie 1 o ol e 3l 1J6 g
O wede oy oelr 3L (S0 a3 jee L B a3 2w ol
L) 155, oML G 1555 0l 305 B gl sl L 108 §,313) 2 (i sy
alos clain B ollg Jp bbb asld o o ] plib San il e JUB (Y —
s L;J« oskaly cald or«.,ﬁ cd).wij C»jd Bole iy j) (Ody b i) g.&j\} " de
J}:VJ: ot.bt.e(,.bd\v.ﬁaw:)l J@;s: cLﬁbV.E?S;E M 4 lgeddi E> :9;3;—??5
aagh L OlSy Ela E> angd (3 Loy
“Abii Bakr ‘Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Abdil-Hamid Al-Wasiti
narrated to us and said: Isma’1l ibn Abi Al-Harith narrated to us and said:
Makki ibn Ibrahim narrated to us and said: Al-Ju’ayd ibn ‘Abdir-Rahman
narrated to us, from Yazid ibn Khusayfah, from As-Saib ibn Yazid who

said: Some people came to ‘Umar ibn Al-Khattab and said: 'O Amir Al-
Muminin, we have verily met a man who asks about the interpretation of
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the Quran.” So He said: 'O Allah, make it possible for me to get a hold of
him.” He said: So when ‘Umar one day was feeding the people breakfast, a
man who was wearing a garment and a turban came to him and ate
breakfast. Then when he was finished he said: 'O Amir Al-Muminin.

415 A6 535 S5

“By those scattering (and) dispersing. And those carrying a
load.” (Adh-Dhariyat 51:1-2)

So ‘Umar said: “Are you him (who asks about the unclear)?’ Then he got
up to him and uncovered his arm, and he did not stop whipping him until
his turban fell off. Then he said: ‘By the One in Whose Hand the soul of
‘Umar is in, if I find you shaven then I will strike your head. Let him wear
his clothes, and carry him upon a small saddle and then drive him out until
you reach his land. And then a speaker should get up and say: Verily
Sabigh sought the knowledge but he failed to achieve it.” And he remained
dishonored among his people until he died, and he used to be a leader of his
people.
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Abii “Ubayd “Ali ibn Al-Husayn ibn Harb Al-Qadi informed us and said:
Abii Al-Ash’ab Ahmad ibn Migdam narrated to us and said: Hammad ibn
Zayd narrated to us, from Yazid ibn Hazim, from Sulayman ibn Yasar:
That a man from Banii Tamim who was called Sabigh ibn ‘Isl came to Al-
Madinah, and he had some books with him. Then he began to ask about the
unclear of the Quran. This then reached ‘Umar (radiAllahu ‘anhu), so he
sent for him and he verily prepared two palm branches. Then when he
entered upon him he sat down. So "Umar said to him: "Who are you?” So
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he said: ‘I am the slave of Allah Sabigh.” So ‘Umar said: "And I am the
slave of Allah "Umar.” Then he leaned towards him and began to strike him
with those palm branches. And he continued to strike him until he opened
a cut on him, so the blood began to flow down his face. Then he said: ‘It is
enough, O Amir Al-Muminin. For by Allah, verily that which I used to
find in my head has disappeared.”’
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Muhammad ibn Al-Husayn (Al-Ajurri) said: So if someone should say:
‘So whoever asks about the tafsir of “By those scattering (and)
dispersing. And those carrying a load”, deserves to be struck and have
exemplary punishment and to be boycotted?’ Then it is said to him: ‘Umar
did not strike him due to this issue. Rather, when it reached ‘Umar what
he was asking about from the unclear of the Quran before he even saw him,
he knew that had been afflicted. He was occupying himself with that which
does not return any benefit to him. And he knew that him occupying
himself with seeking the knowledge of the obligatory acts of worship from
the knowledge of halal and haram was more suitable for him. And seeking
the knowledge of the Sunan of the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi
wa sallam) was more suitable for him. So when he knew that he had turned
to what does not benefit him, ‘Umar asked Allah — the Exalted — to make
it possible for him to get a hold of him so he could make an example out of
him. And for him to warn others. Because he is a shepherd and it is an
obligation upon him to inspect his subjects; both this man and others than
him. So Allah made it possible for him to meet him. And verily did ‘Umar
(radiAllahu ‘anhu) say: “There will come a people who will dispute with
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you using the unclear of the Quran. So take (i.e. answer) them with the
Sunan. For verily the companions of the Sunan are more knowledgeable
about the Book of Allah the Exalted.””1?

2. And it was narrated in Sahth Muslim that “Abdullah ibn “Umar
said: I heard the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)
say:
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“Do not prevent your women from going to the mosques if they
ask for your permission to do so.” So Bilal ibn "Abdillah said: ‘By Allah,
we will verily prevent them.” He said: So *Abdullah turned to him and
insulted him with an evil insult, the similar of which I have never heard
him use before. And he said: ‘I inform you from the Messenger of Allah

(sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), and you say: By Allah, we will verily
prevent them.””12°

And in Musnad Ahmad:
"ol E b e adsls "
“So “Abdullah did not speak to him until he died.”'>

And this Bilal is the son of ‘Abdullah ibn “Umar (radiAllahu ‘anhu).
So notice how he boycotted his son until he died, and he insulted
him with a severe insult due to what he said.

3. And in the Muwatta of Malik from ‘Ata ibn Yasar:
Sl I;\JJ:\j\ ﬁi Juﬁ c\j:)'j o j\fi) d)) ji TENY o iyl tb Oliw L}i o ZQJL:U :.)iu
M e ol Lo tggles o JUB ¢ i St W) Vs oo e et cohoy ade A Lo ) Jse

128 Ash-SharT’ah by Al-Ajurri (1/481).
129 Sahth Muslim (442).
130 Musnad Ahmad (4933).
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“That Mu’awiyah ibn Abt Sufyan sold a drinking cup of gold or a paper
for more than its weight, so Abii Ad-Darda said: ‘I heard the Messenger
of Allah (sall Allahu “alayhi wa sallam) prohibit something like this, except
if the exchange is between two of the same things.” So Mu awiyah said to
him: ‘I don’t see any harm in something like this.” So Abii Ad-Darda said.:
‘Who will excuse me from Mu’awiyah? I inform him (about a hadith) from
the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) and he informs me
about his (own) opinion. I will not live alongside you in any country you
will live in.” Then Abii Ad-Darda went to "Umar ibn Al-Khattab and
mentioned this to him. So ‘Umar ibn Al-Khattab wrote to Mu awiyah:
“That he should not sell this, except if the exchanged things are the same,
and the weight is the same.””13!

Notice how Abu Ad-Darda boycotted him despite the fact that
Mu’awiyah (radiAllahu ‘anhu) did not want to oppose the saying of
the Prophet (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam). Rather he thought that the
judgment of interest was for the credit and not for the increase,
before the judgment became clear for him.

4. And in the two Sahih (this wording is the one narrated by

Muslim):
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“That a relative of "Abdullah ibn Mughaffal threw something. He said: So

he prohibited him (from doing so), and he said: "Verily the Messenger of
Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) prohibited throwing things.”3? And

131 Muwatta Malik (2336).
132 Jbn Al-Athir said: “It is when you throw small stones or seeds which you take
between your two index fingers and throw it. Or you take a slingshot made of wood and
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he said: ‘It verily does not catch a fish and it does not wound an enemy,
rather it brakes the tooth and gouges out the eye.” He said: So he did it
again. So he said: ‘I narrate to you that the Messenger of Allah (sall Allahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) prohibited this, then you throw (again). I will never
speak to you again.””13

5. And in Az-Zuhd by Ahmad ibn Hanbal:
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“That “Abdullah ibn Mas'iid saw a man laughing at a funeral prayer, so
he said: “Are you laughing at a funeral prayer? I will never speak to you
again.””134

6. And in As-Sunnah by Harb Al-Karmani:
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“That in front of Ibn ‘Umar some people who rejects the Qadar were
mentioned, so he said: ‘Do not sit with them, do not greet them, do not
visit their sick, do not attend their funerals and inform them that I am free
from them and that they are free from me. And they are the Majiis of this
Ummah.”"1%

7. And in Al-Adab Al-Mufrad, from ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr ibn Al-’As
(radiAllahu ‘anhuma) who said:
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“Do not visit the heavy drinkers of alcohol if they get sick.”13

then throw small stones with it between your thumb and index finger.” (An-Nihayah fi
Gharib Al-Hadith wal-Athar 232).

13 Sahth Al-Bukhari (5479) and Sahth Muslim (1954).

134 Az-Zuhd by Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal (888).

135 Kitab As-Sunnah from the Masail of Harb ibn Isma’il Al-Karmani (254).

136 Al-Adab Al-Mufrad by Al-Bukhari (529).
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8. And also in Al-Adab Al-Mufrad, from ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr ibn
Al-"As (radiAllahu ‘anhuma) who said:

e ok Jelads Y
“Do not greet the heavy drinkers of alcohol.”'%

9. And in Hilyah Al-Awliya by Aba Nu’aym, that Ziyad ibn Jarir
Al-Asadi said:
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“I came to "Umar ibn Al-Khattab while I was wearing a pallium and my
moustache was long. Then I greeted him, so he lifted his head and looked
at me, but did not return my greeting. So I left him and I went to his son
‘Asim and said to him: ‘I was verily shot in the head by Amir Al-
Muminin.” So he said: ‘I will take care of that for you.” So he met his father
and said: ‘O Amir Al-Muminin, your brother Ziyad ibn Jarir greeted you,
but you did not return his greeting.” So he said: ‘I verily saw him wearing
a pallium, and his moustache was long.” He said: So he returned to me and
informed me. So I went and cut my moustache and I had a garment with
me which I split into a waist cloth and a robe. Then I went to him and
greeted him, so he said: “And peace be upon you. This is better than the
state you were in before, O Ziyad.””'3

10. And in Musnad Ahmad from Bashir ibn Ka’'b, from ‘Imran ibn
Husayn who said: The Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam) said:

137 Al-Adab Al-Mufrad by Al-Bukhari (1017).
138 Hilyah Al-Awliya wa Tabaqat Al-Asfiya by Abti Nu’aym (4/197).
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“Haya (shyness) is all of goodness.” So Bashir said: So I said: ‘Verily
some of it is weakness, and some of it is incapability.” So he said: ‘I narrate
to you from the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), and
you bring me indirect speech. I will never narrate any hadith to you as
long as I know you.” So they said: ‘O Abu Najid, he verily had a good

intention. And he verily, and he verily... (i.e. mentioning excuses for
him).” And they continued until he calmed down and narrated.”'*

And how good is what Ibn Battah said in Al-Ibanah Al-Kubra, after
he narrated it (i.e. previous narration) along with a number of
narrations from the Sahabah, in which the boycott of the people of
innovation was narrated. He said:
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“So learn the lesson — O you people of insight — because how big a

difference there is between these intellects and leaders of the righteous and
pious whose heart was filled up with protective jealousy for their iman and

19 Musnad Ahmad (19972).
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stinginess in their religion', and between the time which we live in and
the people which we are from and whom we live amongst. This is ‘Abdullah
ibn Mughaffal, the companion of the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) and a leader from their leaders, cutting of his family
relations and boycotting his close friend when he opposed him regarding
the hadith of the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam). And
he also swore that he would abandon and boycott him while knowing what
lies in in maintaining family ties and cutting of relatives. And ‘Ubadah
ibn As-Samit and Abii Ad-Darda — the Messenger of Allah (sall Allahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) called him the wise man of this Ummah —and Abiui Sa’td
Al-Khudri who (all) left their homeland, moved from their countries and
openly showed the boycott of their brothers. (All this) due to the one who
opposed the hadith of the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam) and stopped listening to his Sunnah. Ya layta shi'ri, how is our
state with Allah ‘azza wa jalla, while we meet the people of deviation in
our mornings and in the evenings; they mock the verses of Allah and they
are stubborn towards the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) while turning away from it and rejecting it. May Allah
keep us and you safe from deviation and mistakes.”'4!

140 Translator: Meaning: The unwillingness to give any of their religion away or
compromise in it.
141 Al-Ibanah Al-Kubra by Ibn Battah Al-“Ukbari (1/88)
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Chapter: What was narrated from the words of the leaders of the
Sunnah regarding warning against the people of innovation,
boycotting them and being severe towards them

After conveying what proves the obligation of boycotting the
people of innovation, warning against them and being severe
towards them from the Book, the Sunnah, the ijma’ (consensus) and
the narrations of the Sahabah, I will begin to affirm this by the words
of the people of knowledge and the leaders of the Sunnah from the
Tabi’in and the followers of the Tabi’iin, and then those who came
after them who followed their path:

1. It was narrated in As-Sunnah by "Abdullah ibn Imam Ahmad,
from Ayyub who said:
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“Sa’id ibn Jubayr (d. 95h) said to me: 'Did I not see you with Talq?’ He
said: I said: "Yes, indeed. What is wrong with him?” He said: Do not sit
with him, for he is verily a murji.” He said: Ayyub said: And I did not
consult him regarding this, but it is the right of a Muslim if he sees
something from his brother that he dislikes, that he commands him and
forbids him.”14

2. And also in As-Sunnah by "Abdullah ibn Imam Ahmad, from
Abu Al-Mukhtar who said:
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“Dharr complained over Sa’id ibn Jubayr to Abii Al-Bakhtari At-Tai and

said: 'I passed by and greeted him, but he did not return my greeting.” So
Abii Al-Bakhtari said (something) to Sa’id ibn Jubayr (about this), so Sa’id

142 As-Sunnah by ‘Abdullah (637).
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said: "Verily this one makes up a new religion every day. By Allah, I will
never speak to him.””14

3. And also in As-Sunnah by "Abdullah, from Al-Mughirah who
said:
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“Ibrahim At-Taymi passed by Ibrahim An-Nakha'i (d. 96h), so he greeted
him, but he did not return his greeting.”14*

4. And also in As-Sunnah by ‘Abdullah, from Maymun Abt Hamzah
who said:
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“Ibrahim An-Nakha'i said to me: ‘Do not let that cursed person enter upon
me after he has spoken about irja.” Meaning: Hammad (ibn Abi
Sulayman).”14

5. And in Ash-SharT’ah by Al-Ajurri he narrated to letter from
‘Umar ibn “‘Abdil-"Aziz (d. 110h) — rahimahullah — to “ Ad1 ibn Artaah
regarding the Qadariyyah. And from that which ‘Umar ibn *Abdil-
‘Az1z — rahimahulldh — said was:
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“You have written to me asking me about the (correct) judgment
regarding them. Whoever of them is brought to me, then I hurt him with
strikes and I put him in prison. Then either he repents from his evil
opinion, or else I behead him. And peace be upon you.”'46

143 As-Sunnah by ‘Abdullah (652).

144 As-Sunnah by “Abdullah ibn Ahmad (650). And Ibrahim An-Nakha'1 -
rahimahullah — did not greet Ibrahim At-Taymi, because At-Taymi used to believe
in irja.

145 As-Sunnah by ‘Abdullah ibn Ahmad (766).

146 Ash-Shar’ah by Al-Ajurri (2/933).
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6. And in As-Sunnah by ‘Abdullah ibn Ahmad, from Yahya Al-
Bakka who said:
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“Patches would come to Al-Hasan — meaning: Al-Hasan Al-Basri

(d.110h) — from "Amr ibn ‘Ubayd'” with questions on them. Then if he
knew it had come from him he would not answer them.”143

7. And in As-Sunnah by Harb Al-Karmani, from Abu ‘Asim who
said:

" STl o) B Ble & e s Ja1610] @ Olan ) Ldb) o e
“I announced the death of Zifr ibn Al-Hudhayl to Sufyan Ath-Thawri (d.

161h), so he said: ‘All praise is due to Allah who protected us from what
many people were afflicted with.””14

Notice how Sufyan Ath-Thawrt praised his Lord for the death of
Zifr, because he was from the people of rai (opinion).

8. And in Al-Ibanah Al-Kubra by Ibn Battah, from Abu Salih the
writer of Layth who said: “Ali “Abdul-*Aziz ibn Majishtun (d. 164)
read for me and said:
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147 He is among the leaders of the Qadariyyah.
148 As-Sunnah by ‘Abdullah ibn Ahmad (968).
149 As-Sunnah from the Masail of Harb ibn Isma’il Al-Karmani (629).
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“Beware of disputing, for it verily brings you close to all major sins and it
does not drive you to something trustworthy. It does not have a limit
where it will end and it enters into everything. So take abstaining from it
as a path, for verily it is the target and the guidance. Verily disputing and
delving deep into issues is an unjust way and the path of mistake, so do
verily not believe that delving into issues in the religion is (equal to) being
firmly established. For wverily those who are firmly established in
knowledge, they are those who stops when their knowledge comes to an
end. And beware against them that they dispute (and debate) with you
using the (wrong) interpretation of the Quran and the ahadith from the
Messenger of Allah in which there is disagreement. And you dispute with
them, so you make mistakes like they made mistakes, and you go astray
just like they went astray. Verily is the method enough for you — meaning
the method of the Salaf — in its provisions, and it has established for you
what you could not establish with your own opinion. And you will verily
not be held responsible for describing the religion to those who challenge
(or slanders) the religion. And do not make yourself available to them, for
verily they want to deceive you or bring a doubt to you so you go astray.
And do not sit with them. Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — said:

§ B 580 2 S 3 2 e p

“Then do not sit with the unjust people after remembering.” (Al-
An’am 6:68) 7150

9. And in An-Nawadir waz-Ziyadat, that Malik ibn Anas (d. 179h)
— rahimahullah — said:
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“The Qadariyyah are an evil people, so do not mix with them and do not
pray behind them. And if you become gathered with them in a thaghr (a

150 Al-Ibanah Al-Kubra by Ibn Battah (685).
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place belonging to the Muslims that borders the kuffar), then drive them
out from it.”15!

10. And in Kitab Al-Jami’ by Ibn Abi Zayd Al-Qayrawani that Malik
ibn Anas — rahimahullih — said:
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“Do not greet the people of desires and do not sit with them, except if you
are severe against them. And do not visit their sick and do not narrate any
ahadith from them.”152

11. And in Al-Mudawwanah, that Malik ibn Anas — rahimahullah —
said:
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“If you know that the imam is from the people of desires, then do not pray
behind him. And do not pray behind anyone from the people of desires.”15

12. And in Tarikh Dimashq that “Abdullah ibn Al-Mubarak (d.
181h) — rahimahullah — said:
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“And I do not see the inviolability for the innovator any day,

I will make him weak, weakness upon weakness.”'>*

151 An-Nawadir waz-Ziyadat ‘ala ma fi Al-Mudawwanah min ghayriha min Al-
Ummahat by Ibn Abi Zayd Al-Qayrawani (14/554).

152 Kitab Al-Jami’ fi As-Sunan wal-Maghazi wat-Tarikh by Ibn Abi Zayd Al-
Qayrawani (p. 25).

15 Al-Mudawwanah by Imam Malik (1/83).

15 Tarikh Dimashq by Ibn ‘Asakir (32/451) and Al-Jami’ fi ‘Aqaid wa Rasail
Ahlis-Sunnah wal-Athar by the Shaykh Abii ‘Abdillah ‘Adil Alu Hamdan Al-
Ghamidi (p. 204).
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13. And in Dhamm Al-Kalam by Al-Harawi that the Imam
Muhammad ibn Idris Ash-Shafi'l (d.204h) — rahimahullah ta’ala —
said:
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“My madhhab regarding the people of kalam is the madhhab of "Umar
regarding Sabigh. Their faces are disguised with lashes, and they are
driven out of the lands.”1%

14. And in Al-Bida’ by Ibn Waddah, he conveyed the letter of Abtu
Sa’id Asad ibn Musa — rahimahullah — who became known as Asad
As-Sunnah (the lion of the Sunnah) (d.212h), which he wrote to Al-
Asad ibn Al-Furat. And I bring here the letter in its full length, due
to its importance:
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15 Dhamm Al-Kalam wa Ahlihi by Abu Isma‘il Al-Haraw1 (p. 527).
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“Muhammad ibn Waddah informed me, from more than one person, that
Asad ibn Miisa wrote to Asad ibn Al-Furat: Know, O brother, that what
made me write to you, is what the people of your country has mentioned
to me regarding the goodness which Allah has given you of treating the
people fairly, your favorable situation from what you have openly shown
of the Sunnah, your criticism of the people of innovation, mentioning them
often and slandering them. So (the result was that) Allah suppressed (or
silenced) them through you, He made firm the back of the people of the
Sunnah through you and He made you stronger against them by showing
their faults and slandering them. So Allah humiliated them by this and
they became hidden along with their innovation. So rejoice, O brother, due
to the reward of this. And consider this better than your good deeds from
the prayer, the fast, the Hajj and the jihad, because where are these deeds
compared to establishing the Book of Allah and the reviving of the Sunnah
of His Messenger? Verily did the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu “alayhi
wa sallam) say: “Whoever revives something from my Sunnah, then
me and him in Paradise will be as these two.” And he gathered
between his two fingers. And he said: “Verily a caller who invites to
this and then is followed in it, he will have the same as the reward
of the one who followed him until the Day of Resurrection.” And
who is able to achieve any of these things with his (other) deeds? And he
also mentioned that Allah, for every innovation that tries to deceive Islam,
has a wali who will protect it and speak out about it’s (i.e. the innovation)
signs. So seize the opportunity, O my brother, of this goodness and be from
its people. For verily the Prophet (sallAllahu “alayhi wa sallam) said to
Mu’adh when he sent him to Yaman and he advised him: ‘Verily if Allah
guides a man through you, then this is better for you than this and
that.” And he said some big words regarding it (i.e. the reward). So seize
the opportunity and invite towards the Sunnah, until you have close

123



friends in this and a Jama’ah who can take you place if something should
happen to you. Then they can be leaders after you, and by that you will
have the reward of this until the Day of Resurrection just as this was
narrated in the narration. So perform deeds upon insight, intention and
while expecting a reward (from Allah). Then Allah will refute the afflicted
deviated unjust innovator by you, and you will be a successor of your
Prophet (sallAllahu “alayhi wa sallam). And you will verily not (be able
to) meet Allah with any deed that are similar to it. And beware of being
the brother of the people of innovation, or someone who sits with them or
accompanies them. For it was verily narrated: "Whoever sits with an
innovator, then the protection (of Allah) is removed from him, and he is
left to himself. And whoever walks to an innovator, he is walking towards
the destruction of Islam.” And it was narrated: “There is no deity which is
worshipped besides Allah which is more hated to Allah, than the
innovator.” And verily did the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu “alayhi wa
sallam) curse the people of innovation, and (he said) that Allah does not
accept any obligatory or voluntary deeds from them, and that every time
they increase in striving, fasting and praying, they increase in farness
from Allah. So refuse to sit with them, humiliate them and keep them away
just as Allah has kept them away and the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) and the leaders of gquidance after him humiliated
them. 15

15. And in As-Sunnah by ‘Abdullah ibn Ahmad, that Abt “Ubayd
Al-Qasim ibn Sallam (d. 224h) — rahimahullah — said:
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“I spoke with the people and I spoke with the people of the scripture, and I
did not see a people more dirty, more filthy and more impure'> than the

156 Al-Bida’ by Ibn Waddah (7).

157 Al-Azhari said: “At-Tafas (here translated as impure) is: The impurity of a person
when he does not tend to cleaning himself. It is said: Fulin is impure (and) unclean:
dirty.” (Tahdhib Al-Lughah 12/238)
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Rafidah. And I verily banished three men when I was a judge in the city.
Two from the Jahmiyyah and one rafidi, or two from the Rafidah and one
jahmi. And I said: ‘The likes of you should not live close to the people of
the cities (that border to the lands of the disbelievers).””1%

From this it can be understood that the people of innovation are not
allowed to mix with the mujahidiin in the path of Allah, and that the
presence of the people of desires and innovations in the thugiir
(cities that border to the lands of the disbelievers) is harmful for the
jihad and the mujahidiin, and that the people of jihid are from the
people who are most in need of the Sunnah and adhering to it, in
order for Allah to give them support (and victory).

16. And in As-Sunnah by Harb Al-Karmani he said:
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“I asked Ishaq (i.e. ibn Rahityah) (d.238h) about cursing the people of
innovation? He said: ‘“They deserve to be cursed.””%
17. And also in As-Sunnah by Harb Al-Karmani he said:
B G Gl sl e sl ad ) e WS G o) 1l aly o o) L
”.WCJQEY JG&&EW&A (4 E’GJB‘}T 43 L diyo.\;j«:!c,\l; A (PR

“I asked Ishaq ibn Rahiiyah and said: “A man steals a book from a man
who has the opinion of Jahm, or the opinion of Qadar?’ He said: ‘He should
throw it away.” I said: "He was verily caught before he burned it or threw
it away. Is cutting (off the hand) binding upon him?” He said: ‘“There is no
cutting binding upon him.’”160

18. And in the same (narration) as well he said:

158 As-Sunnah by ‘Abdullah ibn Ahmad (491).
1% As-Sunnah from the Masail of Harb ibn Isma’il Al-Karmani (601).
160 The previous source (602).
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“I said to Ishaq: “A man has a book in which there is the opinion of irja,
Qadar or (another) innovation. So I borrowed it from him and when I had
it in my hand I burned it or ripped it apart?’ He said: "There is no (blame
or punishment) upon you.””1o!

19. And also in As-Sunnah by Harb Al-Karmani he said:
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“I asked Ishag (i.e. ibn Rahityah) (d. 238h) about backbiting the people of

innovation? He said: ‘They have no hurmah (protection or
inviolability).””102

20. And he also said in it:
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“I heard Ahmad (i.e. ibn Hanbal) (d. 241h) saying: ‘If a man is an
innovator and this is obvious or he shows this openly, then there is no
backbiting of him (i.e. speaking bad behind him behind his back is not
considered backbiting).”” 163

21. And in Sharh Usil I'tigad Ahlis-Sunnah wal-Jama’ah by Al-
Lalakai, in the version of “Abdiuis Al-“Attar of Usil As-Sunnah by
the Imam of Ahlus-Sunnah Ahmad ibn Hanbal. Ahmad ibn Hanbal
said:

161 The previous source (602).
162 The previous source (652).
163 The previous source (651).
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“The fundamental principles of Sunnah for us are: Adhering to that which
the Companions of the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam)
were upon. And leaving innovations. And every innovation is
misguidance. And leaving (both) the disputes (with the people of desires)
and sitting with the people of desires (i.e. innovation). And leaving
arguing, discussing and disputes in the religion.”1%4

22. And in [jtima” Al-Juyash by Ibn Al-Qayyim he conveyed the
‘aqidah of Isma’il ibn Yahya Al-Muzani (d. 264h) rahimahullah. And
initis:
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“And refraining from declaring takfir upon the people of the qiblah and
disassociating from them due to what they do (of mistakes), except if they
innovate a misguidance. So whoever among them innovates a
misguidance, then he has exited from the people of the qiblah and passed
through the religion, and nearness to Allah is sought by disassociating

from him. And we boycott and avoid his itch because it is even worse than
the itch of scabies.”1%

23. And in Sharh Usul I'tigad Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama’ah by Al-
Lalakar:
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164 Sharh Usil I'tigad Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama’ah by Abta Al-Qasim Al-Lalakai
(p. 176).

165 Jitima” Al-Juytish Al-Islamiyyah ‘ala Ghazw Al-Mu’attilah Al-Jahmiyyah
(2/169).
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“Abii Muhammad said: And I heard my father (i.e. Abii Hatim Ar-Razi
(d. 277h) rahimahullah) and Abi Zur'ah Ar-Razi (d. 264h) both
commanding the boycott of the people of deviation and innovation, and
they would be very severe in this. And they would reject that anyone
should write a book with (his own) opinion or without narrations. And
they would forbid sitting with the people of kalam (philosophy) and looking
in the books of the Mutakallimiin. And they would say that a follower of
kalam never would be successful.”1%

24. And Harb Al-Karmani (d. 280h) — rahimahullah — said in his
‘aqidah:
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“And I do not like the pray behind the people of innovation, nor to pray
(the funeral prayer) for any of them who dies.”'%”

25. And in Dhamm Al-Kalam wa Ahlihi by Al-Harawi that
Muhammad ibn Ibrahim Al-Buisanji (d. 290h) said:
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“..And due to some of what we have mentioned the rightly guided Caliphs
were severe against disputing and speaking (without any evidence) in the
religion, and against the people of disagreement and disputes in Islam and
iman. And when any of them would arise in his time, then they would put
him out, extinguish his mention and they exaggerated his punishment. So
some of them would bring him to a (far away) area, and some of them put

166 Sharh Usial I'tiqgad Ahlis-Sunnah wal-Jama’ah by Al-Lalakai (p. 201).
167 As-Sunnah from the Masail of Harb ibn Isma’il Al-Karmani (34).
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him in the depth of the prison out of fear for the religion from his affliction,
and as a caution for the Muslims from the deceiving of his doubt.” 18

26. And in As-Sunnah by Abu Bakr Al-Khallal (d. 311h) -
rahimahullah — he conveyed that a group of the innovators emerged
in Tartiis, so he wrote regarding them to the scholars of Baghdad,
and they answered him with a letter. And among its content is:
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“There only thing there is to do with them is expelling them from the
country which they are in, just like their companion the innovator is
expelled from the mosque and banished from it. He has no way of entering
it. And this is with the success granted by Allah and His bestowal. And
the leader — may Allah aid him — prevented him from this and announced
that his intellect had been taken away and he had been obligated to stay in
his house. The small boys scream at him all the time. And (all of) this is
little (as punishment) for the people of innovation, desires and
misguidance for their disobedience to Allah ‘azza wa jalla. May Allah
protect us and you from the misguiding afflictions, and save us from the
misguiding desires, by His bestowal and Power. And (may He) make us
and you firm upon the Sunnah and the Jama’ah, and in following the
Shaykh Abu “Abdillah, may the Mercy and Pleasure of Allah be upon
him.”1

27. And Abu ‘Abdillah Az-Zubayri Ash-Shafi'l (d 318h) -
rahimahullah — said:

168 Dhamm Al-Kalam wa Ahlihi by Abu Isma’il Al-Harawi (p. 524).
169 As-Sunnah by Al-Khallal (1/227).
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“And we do not pray behind the people of innovation, nor upon any of
them who dies. And we do not visit their sick.”7°

28. And Abii Bakr Muhammad ibn Al-Husayn Al-Ajurri (d. 360h)
— rahimahullah — said in Ash-Shar1’ah:
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“And we have been ordered not to sit with the Qadariyyah, not to debate
with them and not to open a conversation with them in order to dispute.
Rather they are boycotted, they are made lowly and humiliated. None of
them are prayed behind, his testimony is not accepted, he is not married,
if he becomes sick he is not visited and if he dies his funeral prayer is not
attended and an invitation to a celebration is not answered if it comes from
him. But if he comes asking for guidance, then he is shown the guidance
as a (well-wishing) advice to him. Then if he returns (to the truth), then
all praise is due to Allah. And if he returns to disputing and discussing,
then we do not pay attention to him. And he is expelled and warned
against. He is not spoken to, nor is he greeted.”'”!

29. And he - rahimahullah — also said:
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170 Al-JTami’ fi ‘Aqaid wa Rasail Ahlis-Sunnah wal-Athar by Abi ‘Abdillah ‘Adil
Alu Hamdan Al-Ghamidi (p. 776).
71 Ash-Shari’ah by Al-Ajurri (2/934).
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“So whoever claims that Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — did not speak to Miisa,
he has rejected the text of the Quran and committed kufr to Allah the All-
Mighty. Then if one of them says: ‘Verily Allah created some speech in the
tree, and by that He spoke to Miuisa'’?’, then it is said to him: ‘Exactly that
is kufr. Because he is claiming that the speech is created. Allah —‘azza wa
jalla —is far Exalted above that.” And he claims that something created is
proclaiming rubiibiyyah (lordship). And this is from the worst and most
disgusting opinions. And it is (also) said to him: ‘O disbeliever, is it
allowed for others than Allah to say: Verily I am Allah?” We seek refuge
with Allah from (believing) that the one who says this is a Muslim. He is
a kafir who is asked to repent. Then either he repents and returns from his
evil madhhab, or else the leaders kills him. But if the leader does not kill
him and he does not ask him to repent, and it is known regarding him that
this is his madhhab, then he is boycotted and not spoken to. And he is not
greeted, nor is he prayed behind, his testimony is not accepted and a
Muslim does not marry his daughter to him.”173

30. And he — rahimahullah — also said:
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“Everyone who adheres to what we have written in this book of ours —and
that is the book Ash-Shari’ah — should boycott all of the people of desires

from the Khawarij, Qadariyyah, Murjiah and the Jahmiyyah. And (also)
everyone who ascribes to the Mu’tazilah. And all of the Rawafid, all of the

172 This is the saying of the Asha’irah the feminine Jahmiyyah.
173 The previous source (3/1109).
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Nawasib and everyone whom the leaders of the Muslims have referred to
as an innovator of an innovation of misguidance, while this is correctly
narrated from him. This person should not be spoken to, not greeted, he
should not be sat with or prayed behind, he should not be married nor
given to in marriage by those who know him, he should not be taken as a
partner, worked with, debated with or disputed with. Rather he (i.e. the
Sunni) should humiliate him by degrading him. And if you meet him on
the street on one path, then if you are capable you take another (path).”17

31. And he — rahimahullah — also said:
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“The ruler of the Muslims and his (appointed) leaders in all countries
must — if the madhhab of a man from the people of innovation has been
correctly established and he is from those who have shown it openly —
punish him with a severe punishment. And whoever among them deserves
to be killed, then he kills him. And whoever deserves to be struck, or
imprisoned or made an example of, then he does that to him. And whoever
deserves to be banished, then he banishes him and warns the people against
him. Then if someone says: ‘What is the evidence for what you have said?’
It is said: “That which the scholars did not reject, among those whom Allah
— ‘azza wa jalla — benefitted with the knowledge. And that is that ‘Umar
ibn Al-Khattab (radiAllahu ‘anhu) whipped Sabigh At-Tamimi, and he
wrote to his employees: that they should let him stand up until he confessed
his mistake, forbid him from what he should be given and he ordered for
his boycott, so he remained dishonored among his people. And there is

174 The previous source (5/2540).
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(also) ‘Ali ibn Abt Talib (radiAllahu “anhu) who in the desert of Kiifah
killed eleven groups who claimed that he was their deity. He dug trenches
for them in the earth and burned them with fire. And he said:
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‘When I heard the statement; an evil statement,
I kindled my fire and I called Qanbar.”
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And there is ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdil-’Aziz who wrote to ‘Adi ibn Artaah
regarding the Qadariyyah: ‘You ask them to repent. Then they either
repent or else then behead them.” And Hisham ibn *Abdil-Malik beheaded
Ghaylan and crucified him after cutting of his hand. And the leaders after,
in every time, continued to punish the people of desires — if this was
correctly established for them — according to what they saw (from them of
deviation), and the scholars would not reject this.”'7

32. And Abi Muhammad Al-Hasan ibn “Alt Al-Barbahari (d. 329h)
said in Sharh As-Sunnah:
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175 The previous source (5/2554).
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“And if you see a man who has an evil way and path, sinning and immoral,
a man of many sins and misguided, but he is from the people of Sunnah,
then accompany him and sit with him. For his disobedience does verily not
harm you. And if you see a man who strives in worship — even if he appears
to be devout and energetic in his worship — but he is a follower of desires
(i.e. an innovator), then do not gather with him, do not sit with him, do
not listen to his speech and to not walk with him on the street. For I verily
do not feel safe from you considering his way as lawful and thus you
become destroyed along with him. Yiinus ibn ‘Ubayd saw his son while he
came out from a follower of desire, so he said: ‘O my son, from where have
you come?” So he said: ‘From fulan.” He said: ‘O my son, that I see you
coming out from a hermaphrodite is more beloved to me, than that I see
you coming out from the house of fulan. And that you meet Allah, O my
son, as a fornicator, a thief, a sinner and a cheater, is more beloved to me
than that you meet Him with the opinion of fulan and fulan.” Do you not
see that Yunus ibn ‘Ubayd knew that the hermaphrodite would not
misguide his son from his religion, and that the innovator would misguide
him until he led him into kufr? And beware, and then (again) beware from
the people of your time in particular, and look to who you sit with, who
you listen to and who you accompany. For verily it is as if the creation are
in apostasy, except the one whom Allah has protected from them.”176

33. And Ibn Battah Al-“Ukbari said in Al-Ibanah Al-Kubra:

G s Y OF lSUl 0ly w3 aBils Yy s @ gl Jal o sl alas Yy L
o‘}“j P Olng o C,.E.Uj (4] eng ol S5 (] el dize) e :}f:wl; Ll P9 cﬂj\ja-
R ek U J&w\ O\fc')b a-log ae O3 0,0

“And do not ask anyone from the people of innovation for advice in your
religion, and do not accompany him on a journey. And if it is possible for
you not let him be close to your neighborhood (then make sure of that).
And from the Sunnah is: Staying away from everyone who believes in any
of what we have mentioned, boycotting him, hating him and (also)

176 Sharh As-Sunnah by Al-Barbahari (p. 114).
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boycotting whoever allies with him, defends him and accompanies him,
even if the one who does this publicly declares the Sunnah.”””

34. And he — rahimahullah — also said:
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“And from the Sunnah and the completion of iman and its fulfillment, is
disassociating from every name that opposes the Sunnah and exits the
consensus of the Ummah, opposing its people, avoiding those who believe
in it and seeking nearness to Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — by disagreeing with
it. And that (i.e. the name) is like their saying: The Rafidah, the Shi’ah, the
Jahmiyyah, the Murjiah, the Hariiriyyah, the Mu'tazilah, the Zaydiyyah,
the Imamiyyah, the Mughiriyyah, the Ibadiyyah, the Kisaniyyah, the
Sifriyyah, the Qadariyyah, the Mannaniyyah, the Azariqah, the
Hulilliyyah, the Mansiriyyah, the Wagifah, those who reject the
Attributes and the ruyah (seeing Allah in the hereafter), and from every
saying of an innovator, (every) made up opinion and (every) followed
desire.”178

35. And Ibn Abi Az-Zamanin (d. 399h) said in Usal As-Sunnah:
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“The people of Sunnah continue to criticize the people of misguiding
desires, they forbid sitting with them, they invite to fearing their affliction

177 Al-Ibanah Al-Kubra (p. 204).
178 Al-Ibanah Al-Sughra (p. 299).
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and they inform (the people) about their mistakes. And they do not
consider this as backbiting them, nor as slandering them.”17

36. And Al-Qahtani said in his famous Nuniyyah:
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“Do not meet an innovator nor a heretic, except with the angry frowning
of Malik (the gatekeeper of Hellfire).”%

37. And Abu ‘Uthman As-Sabuni (d. 449) said in “Aqidah As-Salaf
wa Ashab Al-Hadith:
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“And they hate the people of innovation; those who invented in the religion
what is not from it. And they do not love them, they do not accompany
them, they do not listen to their speech, they do not sit with them, they do
not dispute with them in the religion and they do not debate with them.
And they believe one should close the ears, when he hears their (words of)
falsehood, which if they pass by the ears and remain in the heart, they harm
and bring about over them the false whispers and thoughts which they
bring about. And regarding it Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — revealed His Words:
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“And when you see those who engage (in idle talk) regarding Our
verses, then turn away from them until they engage in another
talk than it.” (Al-An’am 6:68) 718!

179 Usiil As-Sunnah by Ibn Abi Az-Zamanin (p. 293).

180 Al-JTami’ fi ‘Aqaid wa Rasail by Abt ‘Abdillah ‘Adil Alu Hamdan (p. 1082).
181 “Aqidah As-Salaf wa Ashab Al-Hadith by Aba “Uthman Isma’il ibn “Abdir-
Rahman As-Sabuni (p. 298).
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So the words of all of these scholars prove the obligation of being
alert of and warning against the people of innovation, avoiding
them, boycotting them, and leaving sitting with them, visiting
them, visiting their sick, marrying them, praying behind them,
praying upon them, listening to their words and reading their
books.

And I convey what proves this; When the people of knowledge and
iman praised the incident where Khalid ibn ‘Abdillah Al-Qasr1
slaughtered Al-Ja’d ibn Dirham. For it was verily narrated in Ash-
Shar1’ah by Al-Ajurri, Khalq Af’al Al-Ibad by Al-Bukhari, Naqd
Ad-Darimi ‘ala Al-Marisi and As-Sunnah by Harb Al-Karmani,
with their chains of narration, from Habib ibn Abi Habib who said:
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“I witnessed Khalid ibn “Abdillah Al-Qasri while he was giving a sermon.
Then when he was finished from his sermon — and this was on the day of
slaughtering — he said: ‘Go back now and slaughter, may Allah accept it
from you. I am verily going to sacrifice Al-Ja’d ibn Dirham. He verily
claims that Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — did not speak to Miisa directly and
that He did not take Ibrahim as a close friend. Exalted is Allah far above
what Al-Ja’d ibn Dirham says.” Then he descended (from the pulpit) and
slaughtered him. 152

This incident occurred in the year one hundred and twenty
something after the Hijrah. And verily did all of the people of
knowledge praise the deed of Khalid, just as “Uthman ibn Sa"id A-
Darimi (d. 280h) said in Ar-Radd “ala Al-Jahmiyyah:

182 Ash-SharT’ah by Al-Ajurri (narration no. 694), Khalq Af'al Al-Ibad by Al-
Bukhart (narration no. 3), Naqd “Uthman ibn Sa'id ‘ala Al-Marist Al-Jahmi Al-
‘Anid by Ad-Darimi (narration no. 156) and As-Sunnah from the Masail of Harb
Al-Karmani (narration no. 415).
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“Do you not see that Al-Ja’d ibn Dirham openly expressed some of his
opinion in the time of Khalid, so he claimed that Allah — tabaraka wa ta’ala
—did not take Ibrahim as a close friend and that He did not speak to Miisa
directly. So Khalid slaughtered him in Wasit on the day of Al-Adha, in
front of all people who were present from the Muslims. No-one criticized
him for it and no one slandered him for it, rather they considered what he
did as something good and said what he did was correct.”1%

And Abu Al-Qasim Az-Zinjani (d. 471) — rahimahullah — said in his
explanation of his poem which is regarding the Sunnah:

",()’u}/\ u,c :}JJ\ 6;; \)JGJ Mlxé :}.Q\ WU"
“So everyone considered his deed as something good, and they said that he
banished the hatred against Islam.”184
And Ibn Taymiyyah said:
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“So Khalid ibn *Abdillah Al-Qasri sacrificed Al-Ja’d ibn Dirham in Wasit
in the time of the scholars from the Tabi’iin and others than them from the
scholars of the Muslims. And they are the rest of the Tabi’iin of his time,

such as Al-Hasan Al-Basri and others than him; Those who praised him
for what he did and they thanked him.”18>

And Ibn Al-Qayyim said in his Nuniyyah:

183 Ar-Radd ‘ala Al-Jahmiyyah by “‘Uthman ibn Sa’id A-Darimi (p. 373).

18 Al-JTami’ fi ‘Aqaid wa Rasail Ahlis-Sunnah wal-Athar by Abi ‘Abdillah ‘Adil
Alu Hamdan Al-Ghamidi (p. 1046).

185 Majma’ Al-Fatawa (12/350).
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“And due to this he slaughtered Al-Ja’d; Khalid Al-Qasr1 on the day
where the offerings are slaughtered.

When he said: Ibrahim is not His close friend. No, and neither is Miisa
the one spoken to who was brought near.

Every follower of Sunnah thanked for the sacrifice, to Allah belongs what
you have made of good offering.”1%¢

And Al-Mu’allimi said in At-Tankail:
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“As for the story about Al-Ja’d, then the people of knowledge and religion
thanked Khalid for it, and they continue to be thankful to him until the
Day of Resurrection.””

Notice:

What should be made aware of is, that the people of knowledge are
very strict when it comes to accepting the tawbah (repentance) of the
innovator, since they let the judgment of humiliation remain upon
him and being severe, until he openly shows the support to the
Sunnah and the total exit from the state he used to be in. Merely
their repentance does not raise them to the level of the people of the
truth, in a way that they are praised and they are held at high
esteem, just as the confused people of this time do with the leaders
of the zanadigah, with the argument that they have repented and
returned.

186 Al-Kafiyah Ash-Shafiyah fil-Intisar lil-Firqah An-Najiyah by Ibn Al-Qayyim
(the verses 50, 51 and 52).

187 At-Tankil bima fi Tanib Al-Kawthari min Al-Abatil by ‘Abdur-Rahman Al-
Mu'allimi Al-Yamani (1/412).
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You have verily already read that after ‘Umar ibn Al-Khattab
(radiAllahu ‘anhu) struck Sabigh, he repented. But he remained
dishonored among his people until he died. And he was a leader
among his people.!ss

And it was narrated in Tabaqat Al-Hanabilah that Imam Ahmad
ibn Hanbal (d. 241h) said to Ismail ibn “Ulayyah:
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“‘Isma’il continued to be dishonored until he died, due to words that he
said.” I said: ‘Did he not return and repent in front of all people?” So he
said: “Yes verily, but he continued to be hated by the people of hadith after
what he said, until he died.””%°

The Isma’il (who is mentioned here) verily said that the Quran is
created, and then he repented. But he continued to be dishonored
and banished by the people of hadith until he died.

And it was narrated in Al-Ibanah As-Sughra by Ibn Battah that Al-
Hasan ibn Shaqiq said:
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"We were with Ibn Al-Mubarak (d. 181h) when a man came to him. So
he said to him: *Are you that Jahmi?’ He said: “Yes’. So he said: “‘When you
leave me, then do not come back to me.” So the man said: ‘But I am

repenting.” He said: "No. Not until you show from your repentance what
you have shown from your innovation.””1°

188 See Ash-Shari’ah by Al-Ajurri (1/482).
18 Tabaqat Al-Hanabilah by Abu Al-Husayn ibn Abi Ya'la (1/101).
1% Al-Ibanah As-Sughra by Ibn Battah (154).
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Chapter: The works of the people of knowledge regarding this
great fundament

Know — may Allah grant you success to the guidance — that the
people of knowledge showed great attention to the fundament of
how Ahlus-Sunnah treated the innovators, and they clarified the
obligation of boycotting them and being severe towards them in
their works and books. Some of the even wrote independent books
regarding this, while some of them dedicated chapters in their
books regarding this fundament, all of which proves to you their
great care for explaining this great principle. And among these
(works and books) are:

1. “Sahih Al-Bukhari” by the Imam Muhammad ibn Isma’il Al-
Bukhari (d. 256h), when he included (the chapter): Kitab Al-Adab
and mentioned in it: “Chapter (regarding) what is allowed of boycott
towards the disobedient.” And he included (the chapter) Kitab Al-
Istidhan and mentioned in it: “Chapter (regarding) the one who does
not greet the one who performs a sin and does not return his greeting,
until his repentance becomes clear, and (regarding) when the repentance
of disobedient becomes clear.”

2. “Sunan Abi Dawud” by Abu Dawtid Sulayman ibn Al-Ash’ab
As-Sijistani (d. 275h) when he included (the chapter) Kitab As-
Sunnah and mentioned: “Chapter (regarding) avoiding the people of
desires and hating them”, and “Chapter (regarding) not greeting the
people of desires.”

3. And Ibn Waddah Al-Qurtubi (d. 287h) wrote the book “Al-Bida’
wan-Nahi ‘anha”, and he mentioned: “Chapter (regarding) the
prohibition of sitting with the people of innovation and mixing with
them.”

4. And the book “Ash-Shari’ah” by Al-Ajurri (d. 360h), and he made
the last two chapter in his book: “Chapter (regarding) the mentioned
of boycotting the people of innovation and desires” and “Chapter
(regarding) the punishment of the ruler and the leaders toward the people
of desires.”
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5. And the book “Al-Ibanah Al-Kubra” by Ibn Battah Al-“Ukbari (d.
387h), and he mentioned in it: “Chapter (regarding) warning against
accompanying a people who make the hearts sick and who corrupt the
tman” and “Chapter (regarding) the criticism of discussing and debating
in the religion, and warning against the people of disputes and

philosophy.”

6. And also the book “Al-Ibanah As-Sughra” by Ibn Battah, when
he in the first part mentioned from the Book (of Allah) what Allah
has commanded of adhering to the Jama’ah and the prohibition of
being disunited. Then he said: “And what the believers have been
commanded of fighting against those who oppose their contract, violate
their pact and slander their religion.”

7. And the book “Sharh Ustil I'tigad Ahlis-Sunnah wal-Jama’ah” by
Hibatullah ibn Al-Hasan ibn Manstir At-Tabari Ar-Razi Al-Lalakai
(d. 418), and in it is: “The mentioning of what was narrated from the
Prophet (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) regarding the prohibition of
debating the people of innovation, disputing with them, speaking with
them and listening to their newly invented statements and their dirty
opinions.”

8. And the book “Ar-Radd ‘ala Al-Mubtadi’ah” by Ibn Al-Banna Al-
Hanbali (d. 417h), and in it is: “Chapter (regarding) warning against
the people of innovation” and “Chapter (regarding) what the scholars said
regarding philosophy and its people, and they warned against it and them,
and they commanded avoiding the one who mixes with them” and
“Chapter (regarding) avoiding them (the judgment of) being close (with
them).”

9. And the book “Dhamm Al-Kalam wa Ahlili” by Abt Isma’il Al-
Haraw1 (d. 481h), and this (subject is mentioned) in many of the
chapters in it.

10. And the book “Al-Adab Ash-Shar’iyyah” by Ibn Muflih Al-
Hanbali (d. 763), and in it he included a number of chapters
specifically regarding the boycott of the people of innovation.
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11. And the book “Al-Qawl Al-Baligh fit-Tahdhir min Jama’ah At-
Tabligh” by the Shaykh Hamud ibn ‘Abdillah At-Tawjiri.

12. And the book “Tuhfah Al-Ikhwan bima jaa fi Muwalah wal-
Mu’adat wal-Hubb wal-Bughd wal-Hujran” also by the Shaykh
Hamiuid ibn “Abdillah At-Tawjiri.

13. And the book “Hajr Al-Mubtadi’” by the Shaykh Bakr ibn
‘Abdillah Abu Zayd.

And there are many other books than these, since the issue of
boycotting the people of innovation was narrated clarified and
firmly established in all of the books of the Sunnah, such as: The
book “As-Sunnah” by ‘Abdullah ibn Imam Ahmad (d. 290h), the
book “Khalq Af'al Al-‘Ibad” by Al-Bukhari, the book “Ar-Radd ‘ala
Al-Jahmiyyah” and the book “An-Naqd” - and they are both
written by “Uthman ibn Sa’id Ad-Darimi (d. 280h) — and the books
of Ibn Taymiyyah, his student Ibn Al-Qayyim and many others
than them.
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Chapter: Raising children upon boycotting the people of
innovation

Know — may Allah protect you — that among that which the Salaf
strove in, was raising the sons and bringing up the children upon
the Sunnah and staying away from the people of innovation and
boycotting them. This is from the amanah (trust) which is obligatory
to preserve.

Allah — the Exalted — said:
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“0 you who believe, protect yourselves and your families from
Hellfire, the fuel of which is people and stones. (Guarding) over it
are angels severe and strict, they do not disobey in what He
commands them and they do as they are ordered.”
(At-Tahrim 66:6)

It was narrated in the two Sahih from ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar, from
the Prophet (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) who said:
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“Verily, every one of you is a shepherd and you are all responsible
for your flock. The leader of the people is a shepherd and is
responsible for taking care of his subjects. A man is the shepherd of
his family and he is responsible for taking care of them. A woman
is the shepherd in the house of her husband and his children, and
she is responsible for taking care of it. The servant (of a man) is a
shepherd of the property of his master and he is responsible for
taking care of it.” He said: And I think that he said: “And a man is
a shepherd over the wealth of his father, and he is responsible for
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taking care of it. No doubt, every one of you is a shepherd and is
responsible for his flock.”'!

It was narrated in Al-Hilyah by Abai Nu’aym, from ‘Amir ibn
‘Abdillah ibn Az-Zubayr that he said:
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“I came to my father, so he said: “‘Where have you been?’ So I said: I found
a people that I have never seen anyone better than. They remember Allah
the Exalted. Then one of them would tremble until he passed out due to
the fear of Allah the Exalted. So I sat with them.” He said: ‘Do not sit with
them again.” Then he saw that it was as if that did not have any effect on
me, so he said: ‘I have seen the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam) recite the Quran and I have seen Abii Bakr and 'Umar both
reciting the Quran, and none of this (which you have mentioned) would
befall them. Do you think that these people fear Allah more than Abii Bakr
and "Umar?’ So I saw that it was as he said, so I left them.”1%

And it was narrated in Al-Ibanah Al-Kubra:
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“That Ibn Tawiis was sitting when a man from the Mu’tazilah came and
began to speak. So Ibn Tawiis entered his two fingers into his ears and said
to his son: ‘O my son, enter your two fingers into your ears and push hard,
so you do not hear any of what he says.””'%

191 Sahth Al-Bukhari (893) and Sahith Muslim (1829).

192 Hilyah Al-Awliya and Tabaqat Al-Asfiya by Abt Nu’aym Al-Asbahani (3/167-
168).

195 Al-Ibanah Al-Kubra by Ibn Battah Al-“Ukbari (431).
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And Abu Ja'far Al-‘Uqayli said in Ad-Du’afa Al-Kabir:
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“I said to "Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn Hanbal: “‘Why did you not write
(knowledge) from "Ali ibn Al-Ja’d?” So he said: ‘My father prohibited me
from going to him, because it used to reach him regarding him that he
would insult the companions of the Prophet (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam).””194

And it was narrated in Al-Ibanah Al-Kubra by Ibn Battah, from
Khuwayl who said:
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“I was with Yiunus ibn ‘Ubayd when a man came and said: ‘O Abii
‘Abdillah, do you prohibit us from sitting with ‘Amr ibn ‘Ubayd, when
your son verily has entered upon him?’ He said: "My son?’ He said: “Yes.’
So Yiinus became furious and he did not calm down. Until when his son
came, then he said: ‘O my son, you verily know the opinion of "Amr ibn
‘Ubayd, and then you (still) enter upon him?’ So he began to excuse
himself, and he said: ‘Fulan was with me.” So Yinus said: ‘I forbid
fornication, stealing and drinking alcohol, but if you meet Allah — ‘azza
wa jalla — with all of this, then it is more beloved to me than you meeting
him with the opinion of “Amr ibn ‘Ubayd and the companions of "Amr (i.e.
the Qadariyyah).”1%

194 Ad-Du’afa Al-Kabir by Al-‘Uqayli (3/225).
195 Al-Ibanah Al-Kubra (492).
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And in Al-Bida’ by Ibn Waddah, from Al-“Awwam ibn Hawshab
that he said to his son:
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“O “Isa, purify your heart for Allah, and do not have much wealth.” And
he used to say: “By Allah. That I see ‘Isa sitting with the people of lutes,

drinks and (other types of) falsehood, is more beloved to me than seeing
him sitting with the people of disputes (i.e. the people of innovation).”%

And in Al-Ibanah As-Sughra by Ibn Battah, that Sa’id ibn Jubayr
said:
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“That my son accompanies a cunning sinner who is a Sunni, is more
beloved to me than him accompanying a worshipping innovator.”1%

All of these sayings serve to magnify the danger of the innovation,
and not that the issue of sinning and other types of evils should be
taken lightly.

1% Al-Bida” by Ibn Waddah (122-123).
197 Al-Ibanah Al-Sughra by Ibn Battah Al-“Ukbari (narration no. 93).
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Chapter: The judgment of debating with the people of innovation

Know —may Allah guide you to the obedience of Him and give you
success to His Pleasure — that the fundamental principle for the
people of the Sunnah is avoiding to debate with the people of
innovation and not speaking with them, in opposition to what
many of students of knowledge in this time do, since they think that
debating the people of innovation is the way of knowledge and
supporting the Sunnah.

It was narrated in Ash-Shari’ah by Al-Ajurri, that ‘Umar ibn “Abdil-
‘Aziz (d. 101h) — rahimahullah — said:
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“Whoever makes his religion an object for disputes, he will change (stances
and beliefs) many times.”1%

And in the same book:
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“That a man came to Al-Hasan Al-Basri (d. 110h) — rahimahullah — and
said: ‘O Abu Sa’id, come so I may dispute with you in (an issue in) the
religion.” So Al-Hasan said: *As for me, then I have insight (i.e. certainty)

in my religion. So if you have lost your religion, then seek it (somewhere
else).””1%

And also in Ash-Shari’ah by Al-Ajurri, from Ma’an ibn ‘Isa who
said:
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198 Ash-Shar’ah by Al-Ajurri (1/436).
19 Ash-Shar’ah by Al-Ajurri (1/438).
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“Malik ibn Anas one day left the masjid while he was leaning on my hand,
when a man caught up with him who was called: Abu Al-Juwayriyyah.
And he used to be accused of (believing in) irja. Then he said: ‘O Abii
‘Abdillah, listen to something from me which I tell you, argue against you
and tell you of my opinion.” He said: "And if you overcome me?’ He said:
‘If I overcome you, then you follow me.” He said: “What if then another
man comes and speaks to us and overcomes us?’ He said: “Then we follow
him.” Malik — rahimahullah — said: ‘O slave of Allah. Allah sent
Muhammad (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) with one religion, and I see
that you change from religion to religion. ‘Umar ibn *Abdil-"Aziz said:
Whoever makes his religion an object for disputes, he will change (stances
and beliefs) many times.”">°

And it was narrated in Usul As-Sunnah by Ibn Abi Az-Zamanin
that Imam Malik — rahimahullah — used to when someone from the
people of desires would come to him seeking to debate he -
rahimahullah — would say:
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“As for me, then I am upon a clear evidence from my Lord. As for you,
then you are doubting. So go to whoever doubts just like you and dispute
with him.”?"

And Abd Bakr ibn Al-Husayn Al-Ajurri (d. 360h) has some
precious words regarding this issue, which I will bring in its full
length due to its importance. He — rahimahullih — said:
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200 Ash-Shar’ah by Al-Ajurri (1/437-438).
201 Usul As-Sunnah by Ibn Abi Az-Zamanin (p. 301).
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“Whoever has knowledge and intellect, and he understands what 1 have
previously mentioned for him from the beginning of this book until this
place, he will know that he is in need of acting upon it. So if Allah wants
good for him, then he adheres to the Sunan of the Messenger of Allah
(sall Allahu “alayhi wa sallam) and what the Sahabah (radiAllahu ‘anhum)
were upon and those who followed them in goodness from the leaders of
the Muslims in all times. And he learns the knowledge himself in order to
negate ignorance from himself. And his intention (with this) is to learn it
for the sake of Allah, and his intention is not to learn it in order to discuss,
debate and (participating in) the disputes. Nor for the sake of dunya. So
whoever has this intention, he will be safe — in sha Allahu ta’ala — from the
desires, innovations and misguidance. And he follows what those who
preceded from the leaders of the Muslims were upon; those who when
mentioning them he does not feel repelled. And he asks Allah — the Exalted
— to give him success in achieving this.
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So if someone should say: ‘If Allah — the Exalted —verily has taught a man

some knowledge, and a man comes to him asking him about an issue in the
religion in which he argues and disputes with him, do you believe that he
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should debate him, in order to establish the argument upon him and refute
for him his opinion?” It is said to him: “This is what we have been forbidden
to do, and it is what those who came before us from the leaders of the
Muslims have warned us against.” Then if someone should say: “Then
what should he do?” It is said to him: ‘If the one who is asking you, his
question is a question seeking guidance to the path of the truth, then do
not debate him. (Rather) show him the guidance in the most kind way of
explaining the knowledge from the Book, the Sunnah, the sayings of the
Sahabah and the sayings of the leader of the Muslims, may Allah be pleased
with them. And if he wants to debate and dispute with you, then this is
what the scholars hated. So do not debate him, and beware of him for the
sake of your religion. Just as those who have gone forth from the leaders
have said, if you (really) are following them.” If he says: 'So we leave them
to speak out about the falsehood, and we remain quiet with them?” It is
said to him: "Your silence from them and your abandonment of what they
are saying, is worse for them than you debating them. This is what those
who have gone forth from the righteous Salaf from the scholars of the
Muslims have said...””

Then he mentioned some narrations, and said after them:
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“...Muhammad ibn Al-Husayn said: Have you not heard — may Allah
show you mercy — what have already been mentioned from the words of
Abii Qilabah: ‘Do not sit with the people of desires and do not dispute with
them. For I verily do not feel secure from them covering you with
misguidance and that they make you confused in the religion in some of
what they also are confused in.” Have you not heard the words of Al-Hasan
when someone asked him about an issue and said: ‘Will you debate with
me in the religion?” So Al-Hasan said to him: “As for me, then I have
insight (i.e. certainty) in my religion. So if you have lost your religion,
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then seek it (somewhere else).” And have you not heard the words of "Umar
ibn *Abdil-*Aziz said: “‘Whoever makes his religion an object for disputes,
he will change (stances and beliefs) many times.’
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Muhammad ibn Al-Husayn — rahimahullah — said: So whoever follows
these leaders, he will be safe in his religion, in sha Allah ta’ala. Then if
someone should say: “What if I at some point in time become compelled to
debate them and establishing the arqument upon them, should I still not
debate with them?’ It is said to him: “The compulsion verily is when the
ruler has an evil madhhab, so that he tests the people and invites them to
his madhhab. Such as how those who passed from the time of Ahmad ibn
Hanbal did: Three Caliphs tested the people and invited them to their evil
madhhab.?” So the scholars did not find any escape from defending the
religion. And with that they wanted to teach the average people the truth
from the falsehood. So debating them is a necessity and not a choice. Then
Allah — the Exalted — established the truth with Ahmad ibn Hanbal and
those who were upon his path, and Allah humiliated the Mu tazilah and
exposed them, so the average people knew that the truth is what Ahmad
was upon and those who followed him until the Day of Resurrection. I
hope that Allah Al-Karim will give refuge to the people of Sunnah and
Jam’ah from every trial that ever will occur...””?%

22 And they were Al-Mamiin, Al-Mu’tasim and Al-Wathiq.
208 Ash-Shar’ah by Al-Ajurri (1/450-455).
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And Ibn Battah Al-‘Ukbari (d. 387h) also has some precious words
regarding debating with the people of innovation, and he
mentioned its (different) categories and scenarios. I likewise bring
it here in its full length due to its importance. Ibn Battah said:
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“Then if someone should say: ‘You have verily warned us against
disagreeing, discussing, disputing and debating, and we have learned that
this is the truth and that this is the path of the scholars and the way of the
Sahabah and intelligent among the believers, the scholars and the people
of insight. But if a man comes to me and asks me about some of these desires
which have emerged and the dirty ways which have spread, and he
mentions some things of it to me while seeking an answer for it, and I am
from those whom Allah Al-Karim has bestowed with knowledge regarding
it, and a powerful insight to uncover it**, should I then leave him to speak
about what he wants and not answer him. And (should) I leave him and
his desire and innovation alone without refuting his dirty statements?’
Then I verily say to him: ‘Know, O my brother — may Allah show you
mercy — that the one who you are tested with from the people of this

204 Ponder over this important condition. Because the categories which Ibn Battah
will mention are in connection with the one whom has been given knowledge
and a powerful insight in uncovering the doubts. Since the question is different
than the answer (i.e. anyone can ask a question, but not anyone can answer). But
as for the one whose situation is not as such, then he is not intended with these
categories. Rather his is totally prohibited from debating. So if a person has
knowledge and a powerful insight, then the judgment of him debating the
people of innovation is according to the details which he will mention here,
which Al—Ajurri mentioned before him, so take notice.
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situation (i.e. those who ask questions in the religion), he is not free from
being one of three (types):
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Either he is a man whom you know for having a good path, a beautiful
madhhab, his love for correctness and his aim of (reaching) the upright
path. But verily did some of the speech — of those whose heart are inhabited
by the shayatin so they utter different kinds of kufr upon their tongues —
befallen his hearing, and he does not know how to exit from what he has
been tested with. So his question is the question of someone seeking
guidance and looking for a way out of what he has been tested with, and
the cure for his hurting (while being) thirsty for your knowledge. His need
for you is like the need of the thirsty one for fresh water. And you can
verily feel his obedience while you feel secure from him opposing you. Then
this is the one where you are obliged to help and guide him out from the
ropes of the plot of the shayatin. And let that which you guide him with
and you make him stop at, the Book, the Sunnah and the correct narrations
from the scholars of the Ummah from the Sahabah and the Tabi’iin. And
all of this should be with wisdom and good instruction. And beware of
undertaking what you do not know, deceiving (by using) the opinion and
immersing into deep talk. For verily doing so is an innovation, even if you
with it are aiming for the Sunnah. For verily you wanting the truth
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without the path of the truth, is falsehood. And your words regarding the
Sunnah without the Sunnah, is innovation. And do not seek a cure for
your companions through the disease of yourself. And do not seek his
goodness through your own corruption. For verily the one who cheats
himself cannot be sincere to the people, and the one who has no good in
him towards himself he does not have any good in him for others. So
whoever seeks (the Pleasure of) Allah, then He will grant him success and
make him firm. And whoever fears Allah, then He will help him and give
him support.”

Then he — rahimahullah — said, after what he mentioned some
narrations proving what he had mentioned:
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“So if the one who is asking you has these descriptions, and your answer
to him is in accordance with what I have explained, then you can answer
him. And do not spare any effort (helping) him. This is the way of the

scholars who have gone forth; those whom Allah made to be signs in this
religion. So this is one of the three (categories).
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And another man who is present in a gathering which you are in, and you
feel secure for yourself against him, and your supporters and helpers are
many. Then he speaks some words in which there is affliction and test for
the hearts of those listening, which would occur doubt to befall the hearts.
Because he is from those who have deviation in his heart, so he follow that
which is unclear seeking affliction and innovation. And verily present
along with you are your brothers and people from your madhhab who hears
his words, except that they have an argqument with them to meet him with,
nor do they have any knowledge regarding the dirty (statements) he is
bringing. So you spread what Allah has taught you of knowledge and
wisdom, and your intention by speaking should not be to dispute and
debate him. Rather your intention with speaking should be to free your
brother from his net. For verily the dirty heretics, they verily throw out
the net of the shayatin, in order for them to catch the believers. So let your
engagement with your words, your spreading of your knowledge and
wisdom, having a cheerful face and your clever speech (all) be directed at
your brothers and those who are present with you, and not towards him.
So they all will cut him off, and you come between them and listening to
his words. And if you are capable of cutting of his words by (mentioning)
some type of knowledge and turning the faces of the people away from him,
then do so...”

Then he — rahimahullah — said:
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“So (now) I have verily informed you about the state of these two
(categories of) men, and I have summarized how to speak with them for
you.

And the third (category), he is the unfortunate whose heart has deviated
and his feet has tumbled of the path of guidance. So his sight has been
covered and his support for the innovation has been firmly established. So
his effort is to make you doubt in what is certain and destroy the correct
religion for you. (In this case,) then everything which we have narrated,
and everything which we have mentioned in this issue, is regarding him
and due to him. For you cannot bring anything more eloquent, with
regards to disputing him and all of his plots, than refraining from
answering him and turning away from speaking to him. Because the point
of him debating you is to afflict you, so that you follow him and become
destroyed, or that he loses hope in you so he treats his anger by letting you
hear about your religion what you hate. So disgrace him by refraining from
him, and humiliate him by cutting him off. Have I not (already) informed
you about the saying of Al-Hasan Al-Basri, when someone said to him: ‘O
Abii Sa’id, come so I may dispute with you in (an issue in) the religion.’
So Al-Hasan said: ‘As for me, then I have insight (i.e. certainty) in my
religion. So if you have lost your religion, then seek it (somewhere else).”
And I informed you about the saying of Malik, some of the people of desires
came to him. So he said to them: *As for me, then I am upon a clear evidence
from my Lord. As for you, then you are doubting. So go to whoever doubts
just like you and dispute with him.” So among all of the arguments
(presented) to the opposer, is there any arqument that burns his eye more
or enrages his heart more than this argument and answer? Have you not
heard the saying of Mus’ab in Sa’d: ‘Do not sit with someone who is
afflicted (in his religion), for verily you will not be free from one of two
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things befalling you: Either he afflicts you and you follow him, or that he
harms you before you leave him.” And Ayyub As-Sikhtiyani, when a man
said to him: ‘I would like to say something to you.” So he turned away from
him and showing with his finger: ‘Not even half a word.” And ‘Abdur-
Razzag, when he said to Ibn Abi Yahya: ‘The heart is weak, and the religion
is not for the one who is overcome.””2%

And the conclusion of the words of the Salaf and the leaders of the
Sunnah is, that the basic principle (or starting point) is not to debate
with the innovator, except in specific situations. And the condition
(for this being allowed) is that you are from those whom Allah has
given knowledge and a powerful insight in uncovering the doubts.

1. The first situation: That the one who brings the doubt asks the
question of someone seeking guidance, while seeking from you the
cure for what has befallen him of doubt, and he knows the danger
of what he has heard, and he knows the value of the truth which is
with you.

2. The second situation: That the false-doer and innovator comes
to you and speaks about the doubt in front of your brothers from
the people of the truth. So you fear for them being affected by his
falsehood. So you turn them away from him and you destroy his
plot, even by keeping them occupied from (listening to) him with
some aspects of knowledge (which you mention for them).

3. The third situation: That the ruler invites you, and he verily have
believed in those desires. So he forces you to debate those who are
with him from the people of falsehood and innovation. In this case
you defend the Sunnah and clarify the truth.

In all of these situations you must not exit from answering —in your
debate and clarification — with the Book, the Sunnah and the
narrations of the Salaf. And it is not allowed for you to engage with
them in their philosophy and their kalam. What exist of situations
besides these three, (then the judgment of it) remains upon the basic

205 Al-Ibanah Al-Kubra by Ibn Battah (1/281-286).
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principle, and that is avoiding disputing with the people of
innovation and debating with them.

Al-Qahtani said in his Ntuniyyah:
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“Do not waste your participating in disputes, for verily disputing pierces
the religions.

And beware of disputing with men, for it verily invites to enmity and
hatred.

And if you are forced to dispute and you cannot find any escape, and the
two rows have come together.

Then make the Book of Allah a perfect armor and the Islamic Legislation
your sword, and present yourself in the arena.

And the white Sunnah besides you a shield, and ride the horse of
strength around in circles.

And stand firm with your patience under the flags of guidance, for
patience is the most trustworthy preparation for the human.

And pierce a hole with the arrow of truth if every stubborn one, to Allah
belongs the good of the piercing knight.
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And lift the sword of truthfulness with the carrying of the sincere, solely
for Allah and not as a coward.

And warn with great effort against the plot of our disputer, for verily he
is like the fox in the land when it is planning.”%

206 The Nuniyyah of Al-Qahtani (the verses 422-430).
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Chapter: The danger of deviating from this fundament

It has verily become clear for you — may Allah grant you success to
obeying Him — that the principle of the people of Sunnah regarding
the treatment of the innovator decrees their boycott, avoiding them,
being severe towards them and not debating with them. And (it has
also become clear to you) that the fundamental principle of the
people of Sunnah regarding speaking with the people of innovation
is: avoiding it, fleeing from it, not listening to them, not reading
from them and not paying attention to them.

So when this is established with you, then know that deviating
from this principle and opposing this fundament entails great
danger, since the one who verily becomes afflicted (with their
doubts) is the one who does not boycott them, and he then afflict
other than him from the people of Sunnah. Opposing this
fundament even afflicts the innovator himself.

As for the danger of opposing this principle for the one who leaves
out boycotting them: Then verily the one who mixes with the
people of innovation, he will continue to hear their falsehood until
he will lean towards it. And the doubts will continue to be
presented to his heart until he will become destroyed.

As for the danger for the rest of the people: Then verily by him
honoring (or respecting) the people of innovation, then the rest of
the people will be afflicted by that and it will lead them to thinking
good about the innovators.

And as for the danger for the innovators: Then if the innovator sees
the one who openly shows the Sunnah, welcome him and respect
him, then when will he leave his innovation and when will he
repent from it.

And in what has gone forth in this risalah (letter, book) of evidences,
narrations and conveyances, there is sufficient in establishing this.
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Conclusion

Verily has the great fundament and the important principle become
clear to you, O Sunni, regarding the obligation of boycotting the
people of innovation and being severe towards them, and that this
is the religion of Allah, the Sunnah of His Messenger (sallAllahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) and the manhaj of the Salaf and the leaders of the
religion. And I have shown you the evidences for this in details and
with tawatur. So hold onto this fundament and walk upon (the path
of) this aim. And beware of opposing this path so that you become
destroyed and destroy others.

And beware of those who distort this fundament and strive in
destroying it, and they do not take it seriously and they simplify it.
For he verily wishes to invalidate the Sunnah, losing the path,
enabling the people falsehood and removing the veneration of the
truth from the souls.

Allah — the Exalted — said:
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“And if you were to follow their desires after that which have

come to you of the knowledge, then you would not have any ally
nor helper against Allah.” (Al-Baqarah 2:120)

(I'say) this, and Allah — the Exalted — knows best and He is the Most
Wise. And may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon
Muhammad, his family and companions altogether.

Written by Abti Al-Muhannad Shukri ibn At-Tawfiq ibn “Uthman.
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